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Introduction

The partition of India in its most basic form is a
story of unprecedented human displacement
and forced migration. It is a story in which
millions sought new homes in environments
that were alien and resistive. More than being a
story of a violent divide based on faith and
religion it is also a story of how a way of life and
ages of coexistence came to a sudden and
dramatic end.

About 6 million non-Muslims moved out from
what had become West Pakistan and another 6.5
million Muslims moved out from the Indian
part of Punjab, Delhi, etc., into West Pakistan. In
the east an estimated 2 million non- Muslims
moved out of East Bengal (Pakistan) and later in
1950 another 2 million non Muslims moved into
West (India) Bengal. It is estimated that about
one million Muslims had moved out of West
Bengal. (Vakil, Economic Consequences of
Divided India (1950) cf Raghuvendra Tanwar,
The Story of India’s Partition (2021).

The estimate of those killed has varied from as
little as 30,000 to over 700,000. The generally
accepted figure stands at around 500,000.
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U gEY gAATE! ¥ H WIR T [GuTeH 219d9d
AT foreamE iR wered # yaras & Fert & 1 98
T Ut wrt ¢ fSreH ot i st & dte

UsheH faudia ardarazor § 941 iR aemsr @ 9 |
faurg R aiffie STYR W U= feas faurse

&l TRl B4 & STfIad % 36 a1d @ +ff Fgrt &
foF T U Sfta Qelt Jo7 auf R - e &
I AT 3R ATCHI €9 § GAT & 747 |

T 6 faferam R-7feem 39 &a § gamad = 1Y
g, SN 91g H uf gt uiferear &= 7747 97 3R 3
6-5 Tferaa gaemT e, foeedt onfg & W™
fee ¥ uf gt urfepeame # 9t 77 & | 49 A
ST 2 fAfeaa gdt s (urfeear) 9 ame
I MY R 916 H 1950 H 3R 2 fAferaw R-gfem
9w §TeT (9RA) I gelrdd & 7T¢ & | T STqHME
& ITUR U GF ARG JEH T HH e §
e I 7Y I (Thied, SHIATHS HidIeHaT 1w
fearges gfean(1950) diqw Tqdg day, 9Rd
fayreT &Y Fert (2021) |

A I AT &1 3FHE 30,000 & @& 700,000 &
31feres § | 31 X UR Wiepd SriheT e
500,000 € |

The Story of
J India’s Partition
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The Theory 0f ‘Two Nations’

Pakistan became a predominantly Muslim state
and yet about 45 million Muslims remained in
India after 1947. At the same time close to 10
million non Muslims (13% of Pakistani’s
population) remained in both the dominions of
Pakistan (East and West). Having taken note of
this what is most astounding is that about 16
million people were displaced and forced to
migrate and of these about 12 million did so
within the five summer months of 1947. This
created a refugee problem that has no parallel in
history both in terms of the volume of the
migration as also in terms of the nature of its
origin.

‘Looking back over the ghastly tragedy...I have
no doubt that we would have been wise that
before accepting partition we had made Mr.

Jinnah face the logical consequences of his
two-nation theory... we cannot absolve
ourselves of our responsibility ...they (the
masses) suffered they believed us fervently....It
is not they but we who voted for the 3 June
Plan.... They accepted our decisions in good
faith” Acharya Kriplani : Dawn, 16 November
1947.

UTfehEdT 73 €9 § Hfwww Ud o9 747 37X 1947 &
a1g HI T 4.5 IS YA HRA H T Y| g4l
Y UIf&I (Y9 1R ufgm) & gt iferr=a & &dia
2.1 TS TR-THAA (UTfRE &t TGt &l 27.1
Ufi=d) 94 W@ | 39 W ¥ a4 & 91g 999 NHISH
aTd ag € b 9T 1.6 FAe o faenfua g ok
U & & folg ASTeR gY SR 39H & ATHT 1.2
HUS AN 9 1947 & THAT & U9 Agl=l & Hae &
ferar | g9 sRonfaEt $ U gaEn ey 1 < S
YaTfEal it AT 3R 3HF IgH I Ul & g # off
gfoera # &S gt Agi 2

‘Freedom is not worth having if it is achieved at the
expense of the unity of India.... The British have no
right to divide the country...even if the whole of
Hindustan is burnt to ashes I will never concede an
inch of India to Pakistan if it is sought to be achieved
by coercion. Mahatma Gandhi : CMG, (Lahore) 31
May 1947)

‘It is futile to hide the naked truth by saying
that force of circumstances has compelled the
Congress to accept partition. The
circumstances were of their own
creation...made inevitable by their own deeds:.
Chimanlal Setalvad : India Divided : Who is to
Blame For It, p. 6.




sk

Azadi g,
AmritMahotsav

ama
Ministry of Education

Government of India

AT &t I A
Ueh 3T Tl & €U H T I14T AT

The Idea of Partition
was discussed as a temporary measure

As Mountbatten plays the =7 i@ guitar g % ASese wRd &t i
magician’s act in cutting India into T # faorert e & STgTR it Yidem
two, British Prime Minister Attlee, e &, fafew weret veeh
Jawaharlal Nehru and Mohammad T i

Ali Jinnah pray for the miracle of
survival and sucessful ‘surgery’ IERRE] 3R Ghel Tt & T "-"[%_5!

Sadly for India the magic would fail. ~ HT41 #Xd € 1 §:@ g foh W o feig
Far from merging the divided parts THHR diferd el g3 | fawrfSia fewdi =
into a one nation again , the two g qaugﬁﬁmﬁu%eﬂ'ﬁ RS
dominions V\.rent on to become long wq1 % forg gor 3R et 57 T S Y
run ehnelmles and op;pdcTn.e;ts. ge Frsnfom @ 1 g8 s = 79 T
whole process of dividing the .

country was placed in public

discourse at the time in a manner as AT 48 U
if this was a temporary measure and 3RS IUTT o7 TR g1 1Tt &1 g:

the two parting dominions were U 241 a9 97 | Ig Juraar 9o o |

bound to reunite. This was grossly (dgash, 22 s, 1947)
misleading. ’
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foia oA &1 AR fean st =nfew ar?
Should Britain have been allowed
lo decide India’s destiny?

Britain like most of Europe was in
shambles after the war.It had a debt of
over £ 3000 million in 1945. India was
far too big for the war-torn Britain to
be retained as a colony. The year 1945
saw Britain survive the war but it also
marked the beginning of the fall of its

empire. Jordan, Palestine Burma,
(Mynamar), Libya, Egypt and so many
more were all on the negotiation table.

Naturally from the British point of
view India too was just another colony

that could be entangled in the web of
negotiations and ‘Round Table’
discussions.

The images are drawn from the
Illustrated London News and show
that for policy framers in Britain,
India was just another Siam and
Kashmir just another Palestine.
‘Symptoms of the World’s Unrest’ is
how Britain looked at India. No one
bothered to ask as who had created
this unrest. It could be argued that the
two nation theory was self propelled
and the British were only giving a
helping hand. Sadly there was a failure
to appreciate that India had evolved
over centuries of time and should
never have allowed itself to be handled
as just another colony of a power that
was already ‘history’. The British had
been in India for just about 200 years
and they were given the chance to
decide India’s destiny.

Afeerier IR it X fore ot g & g STor fef #

971 1945 H 38 W £3000 fAferad & iferes &1 @i o1
g foie ol Ueh 3ufa & €9 § §1Y T & fag

IR Sgd 981 91| a9 1945 H foie gg 4 51 7],

e SH 319 IS & U &l Yead @l A Efgd
feram | Siteq, fofersi o4, (=iAR), <ifsar, g ik
F3 3T gt AR &t A WX o | W@rifas €9
fafewr effeion @ wRd oft Ua 37T Iufasr a1 S Sl
3R "TMierdsT TareT & el J Ty Tehar o7 |

e # fegmar man g, Fifa fAataret & forg, wra fOd
Teh 3R fEamy o7 3Tk ek it ue 37T fohferii o |
‘g <t SIifd & auT’ 39 g feied A WRd ol g,
fordlt = Ig YD ot STerd g1 3018 o Ug ST fohe
g1 <l | I8 T fodT ST bl & o o g fergia
-T1ferd o7 ST 73S Hact 7eg R 1@ 9 | g@ Ht
& fo acTell R Aqea A 9gd STeg! R /1A |
359 ff Agaqul § foh YR a1 farerra wfeat # gam &
3R 38 ot oft 3T wifert 3, St 3fera s 9ot o1, U
3R IUfAawr il a¥g Tl AT S Infey o fefesr ura
H Tadl 200 INT d 2 F 3R I¢ WRA & 9NG &

hEell & ol 198X S faam 73 o1 |
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British Sit in Judgement
over the Future of Their (olonies

§ SAEE digd gl B U g @ udl gadl g & s 9 & ufaw &t $4 @d 3| & R fAw
&% G99 H qradid Ie @ ¢ oY g avE WA & g9y # | Wy ¢ foh AN F forg wead woft 39%
Sufasi & arst &1 I@ QT &1 Uiy YT 91X U HA &1 (09 o4 & 97g 9IRd & 919 37 Iuf=Aai
&l T8 Bl AT HIAT TN fhaT |

These photos drawn from the Illustrated London News zput in perspective how the
British viewed the future of India. On one side we have the negotiations going on with
regard to Egypt and on the other on India. Clearly for the British, India may once have
been the jewel in the crown of its colonies but once the decision was made to exit, ‘India
too had to be handled as just another colony

Crucial Talks in Shimla

FIIGIE A=Y (379 VAT 3= rewgq g@1, fRhar) gt v &
fawrsia &t sifaw g dar &t 72 ot

The Viceregal mansion (now the Indian Institute of
Advanced Studies, Shimla)
where the final plans for India’s partition were drawn.

The Anglo-Egyption
Negotiations (London)

g Ra%1E forw, g3 4f%% arig gtamar aneg & 919 ff@ @ €1
Sir Stafford Cripps, Sir Pethic Lawrence seen with Maulana Azad.

g tfy® ARg, FaTet@dTd 4g€, GG USd 3T WA Agd NHIK @ Y. &, AAFAet & 91

aral #id REE W@ E |
Sir Pethick Lawrence, Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and Khan Abdul
Ghaffar Khan seen in conversation with A.V. Alexander
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Lord Mountbatten Arrives

dle ATSSded 22 ATA 1947 &I Ugdl 9%
WA 3T | 9ol 2l 9Ikd &l 91fife YR o
fgurfSiag &3 & sifes siiz 9<fgr ufsrar =3
U g¥e ° 9d el o1, IFIA 39 Ufehar &1
dSit ¥ U GIeT 377 987147 | 3794 3IHT & g1 |
uga 918 &1, Iiq fawrsq & gisar &t
99T &Y, Ts QT giSAar g e | ux
'SMYT UHT gl iR UF Segarsit # fog 1y
faulg & &9 & @1 S147 ¢ |

Lord Mountbatten set foot on Indian
soil for the first time on March 22,
1947. Even the complex and
intriguing process of dividing India on
the religious lines had been on for close
to a decade, it is he who fast forwarded
the process by almost a year. In just over
two months of his arrival, he announced
the partition plan, a plan generally seen
as ‘half baked’ and a ‘hurried’ measure.

as

‘The Mountbatten papers (File 161-A, Note
132) contain an interesting reference to how
Mountbatten was keen to influence the
design of the National Flag of the Union and
include a symbol of association with Great
Britain. Mohammad Ali Jinnah of course was
blunt and straightforward when a similar
proposal was put up to him. In a note
appended to the proceedings of this meeting,
Mountbatten recorded that while Nehru said
that ‘extremists in the Congress would not
agree, Jinnah said that ‘it would be
repugnant to the feelings of Muslims to have
a Christian cross alongside the crescent’
(IOR MP File no. 161-A, Viceroy’s
Conference Papers, no. 132.).

SATETATA € ATICaed & g1y "Aue (fRrAar) 7% 1947 1
Jawaharlal Nehru with the Mountbattens
Mashera (Shimla)v May 1947

in

AT3eded Ugd (WIgd 161-T, Al 132)
# us fgdaw@ gy ¢ fp &8 Arseded
AT ¥4 & P @S & feSrga &t
gHIfIT & & forg sgs & o 39 e
foes & @1y ggdIm &1 Wdie wifdad
FHIATH @ ATATaa & | 9 gHl aTg Hl
UEITd 3% GTHA T@T 74T df AIgHg e
fSra1 & 9199 979 g9l UHR &1 919 1@l
YT A Igi4 T@T IR YT a9 fegar |
3q g% F FHIIAIE ¥ IS TF Al #H,
qr¥cded 9 g9l fear fe 4g® 4 @er o1
f 'wiog & mw gdt ggHa A g g,
fSra1 9 &gl fo 'gaadAr] &t wraarel &
forq 199g & 919 Us 2415 Hig Al
gfdgee gIT . (SMSIMIMR THUT ®wIsd
993 161-Y, a9 HI<HT U9H, T8
1321) |

7€ fgeett 714 1947 # UF giwplas Frdwa SR 18,
At Arseded sy as yfgq ot uriar Arsedeq |

A cultural event in New Delhi, March 1947. Jawaharlal
Nehru, Lady Mountbatten, Vijayalakshmi pandit and Pamela
Mountbatten
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STATEeTe AgE 3K ArScded o Ufagfds so

Jawaharlal Nehru and Mountbatten :
the Historic Informal meeting ‘the germ of a new idea’

The reasons for advancing the transfer of power by
about a year have been debated ever since.
Simplistically speaking India was no longer
manageable by a war devastated Britain. For the
Indian leadership in the context of independence
and implications of freedom, it was obviously - the
earlier the better.

It would be grossly unfair to doubt the intentions
or the earnestness of the Indian leadership that
negotiated the transfer of power. They were all
men and women of great integrity and
commitment. Yet not on one occasion was it
debated publicly or in a constitutional body. Two
entries that appear in volume X of the Transfer of
Power volumes-(169 and 170) put things in
clearer perspective. Note 169 is a record of
Krishna Menon’s meeting with Mountbatten on
April 17 (1947). The issue really was, India’s
association with the Commonwealth. Menon
pointed out that on the face of it the Indian
National Congress might have a difficulty in
retaining the link with the Crown
(Commonwealth) as along the years the Congress
had mobilized public opinion by attacking the
Crown as a symbol of oppression: “...it would be
difficult to explain to the people, Menon said,
‘such a fundamental change in political outlook’

Menon however went on to suggest that while the
Congress leaders may find it difficult to take the
first step for association with the Commonwealth
publicly, they might agree to do so in an off-the
record manner. But this Menon added, could be
arranged more easily if Dominion status could be
granted well ahead of June 1948. The significance
of this view was noted the very next morning by
Mountbatten in his staff meeting (sixteenth): “that
a germ of a new plan had come into his mind as a
result of the conversation which he had the
previous day...” Mountbatten excitedly agreed to
the idea suggested by Menon and later shared this
view in all his important meeting with Nehru
(May 8, 1947).

gdT &R0l &l U 9T Ugd o & Il U §

3§99 4§ Bl 989 9 Wl & | 9 W) A e al Ig
H qaTg gQ e gIRT 379 |Id &l YHTeT1 &0l T |

Edad 3R WdddT & 3R & g # YR Aga
& foig, Wyd: ag fSIa= STeg! g 31 agae 97|

g1 & BEITAR0T UR ITadld @i dlel AR Aded o
SUIG] AT Iqeh! THRAT WX Gog HLAT 9L aig rfed
gl @ goft gafamr g widegar ae gy ek
AfedTq & | U oft 37aeR R 39 UR G+ €9 &
31 foret gaarfaes e 7 99 781 g3 | SIawR 3%
qTeR & aregd X # fg@TE g+ arett gt wfafgat (169
3R 170 ) i & Wy ufiveg & w@dl € | Fie 169,
HTSeded & G1g HWT A9 &t 17 3T0e (1947) @&l
g% ATHd & U@ e gl 9§ gl awad H
HIATACT & 1Y 9RA & 814 &I 4T | 744 4 30a
fepan fop Al TP HIU @ G9e (gHSH &
1Y §91T 3@ H HoA1s gl Gahdl ¢ i Hiog o
gyl & GHIC &l GAT & Udieh AT &Y SIHHd dd1e
fea o1 | A9 el & ... 'ToHifae o # TEr
gfREdd... Sal & A qiRed g A4«
&gl |

gIelifeh 4 o garrg &t b gfcs wivg darsti &t

qraSie ¥ § AFHSA % d19 Tgdl1 o Uael A
# gfehd gf gahdl €, 3 SAIIHING €9 & UGT e
R TEHd &l Iahd & | Uiq afg 1ferrsg &1 g=it oA
1948 ¥ HIh! Ugd a1 ST gohdl gl dI ST a9
STeT AT § fRar S g@ar €, 399 9 Fal|
ATScded 4 34 fa9R & Aga &l o0Td @ fg7 gog
AT Wik Hifen (didgd) # e fear a1 U
fet &t arat & afvom & €9 & 39 feqmT & U 72
FroTET 3 59 foraT o1.... ATdcded A IETg & 91U
B g1 T¢ Y faar oY gerfd Siars o7k arg ®
IR A€ & G1Y U G} AgayYl doHi H W
feram =t @me fohan (8 AL, 1947) |




Ministry of Education
Government of India

STATEdTel AgE 31X ArScded 4l Ufdeids 9o

Jawaharlal Nehru and Mountbatten :
the Historic Informal meeting ‘the germ of a new idea’

| TrEHe grew (vgafa we) € fGeell # araug ATseded i ugel e utel, 28 ATY 1947 | 3@
L SaTetaTd A, aE Brel # Ardeaed, Aogagf ¢t R cte A A REE IR T 1 sesw I O
faaiTa 3R s @7 @ T YT T & € o eret | gl wedt 3 At & e F 3000 @ e genadt ) g

| Aara ® 100 e & ot 70 gt R F fG7 uge (20 Ard F@1) 30 & ot arfe miat @ sren fear mar vy
; . Viceroy Mountbatten’s first garden party in Government House ( Rashtrapati Bhawan)
qgﬁ% aja' s‘q’ g@ﬁ'ﬂ]‘ 'Ky New Delhi . 28 March 1947. Seen Jawaharlal Nehru , Lady Mountbatten , Vijaylaxmi

. Pandit and the Mountbatten” s daughter. Importantly the Punjab was already in flames .
CTITHIT E\__,Ra _Qp[ ddicel Sold] . The Tribune had reported over 3000 killings in the preceding days. Less than 100 miles

T AT ‘g‘f?—[ a' 10 I:ré ﬁ away in Mewat over 30 villages had been burnt down a few days earlier ( 20 March)
feare 4t fo 7w,
HISeeeH & e I
fRrer 77T & S7R 3ruA
1Y YSITe & fSell &R &
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The approach of reaching hugely consequential
decisions at a personal and private level was
questioned almost immediately. Dawn reported on
10 May that Nehru, had gone to Simla at

R 4
vid 3 Mountbatten’s invitation and that he had taken along

some detailed district level maps of Punjab.

e

SaTgIeTe g€ Hideded & arg HeierT (fRrar) 7€ 1947 1
awaharlal Nehru with the Mountbattens in Mashera (Shimla) May
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“fafewr iR <EHal 7¢l, afch eIy ot

“The British Government was mediator

rather than arbitrartor”

On February 20 (1947) British Prime
Miniser Clement Attlee had announced
in the House of Commons that the
Government had decided to hand over
power and leave India not later than 30 June
1948. The whole process however was fast
forwarded by Lord Mountbatten by almost
a year. Mountbatten had returned to New
Delhi from London on May 31, 1947,
carrying with him the approval for
advancing the transfer of power. The plan
was broadly agreed upon in the historic
meeting of June 2, 1947. The decision to
partition India was like a pre condition.
There was widespread opposition to the
plan in general and more specifically to the
idea that a country such as India should be
partititioned on the basis of religious
following. The mental divide appears, it was
said, to have existed only among the leaders
and other interests who saw in the country’s
partition their own bright future.

20 WEY (1947) i fsifesr gum= Feft sade
Ted! 7 B3y ATk Sia-g H 9ryor &t off fh
TIHR A 30 S 1948 & Ugdl Tl &l
S0 & WA Biea &1 e fear o7 |
grdifer gt ufehaT &t @ife ATrSesed gIRT doit &
e GTel 3 ST 7147 7 | ATdeded 31 1%,
1947 &l TG & T & &0l &l A1 9GM
&t T AP 8 feeedt ofie &1 2 9, 1947
& Ufderfaes deo H faurs &t g w A
R 9T geAfd a4t ot | 9ea & faursi @
Aot Us ga = it dXE o7 | 9T dR TR 39
JISTT &l SATIe faXie ga ofik foRiy ¥4 @ 59
faar =1 o 9Ra S8 39 &1 faurea aiffe
YR YR e ST =feq | 4T el Sirar ¢ o
A8 A9 Shaer 39 Adratl R 37 fgat
& d19 Hispg o1, fSrei 3% & favre & eruer
Isae Jiasg @ 97 |

IEEIE AISEdeH & U1 SIaTeRae T6%, GRgR YL, 39 FU, TGR gaed fie, SXgR gt R, feramea arelt ot Hienrg sl form

Viceroy Mountbatten along with Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel, Acharya Kriplani, Sardar Baldev Singh, Sardar Abdur Nishtar, Liaquat Ali and Viceroy
Mohammad Ali Jinnah.
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“The British Government was mediator
rather than arbitrartor”

The Viceroy And India Leaders In Londen For Intensive Talks

Sir Evan Meredith Jenkils stands out head on  YSIE &t fawifoid &ea 6t R & gl Sifa &
shoulders for the manner in which he warned ofthe  Rfgq wadi & IR & Jara-t &t ok g8 s i 8
inherent dangers in the policy that sought to divide et 8 e S 3 & forq STHHE o971 W
the Punjab and how it was bound to lead to anarchy. A e o :
: _ ) 219 Ay ST 1 39! o TRl Wy €9 d
Some of his notings are exceptional for the 3 .
AU THGANT I A & adidl HI Ieig d

forthright manner in which he expressed his .
disagreement. For example when the British Prime =~ S8R < 1SgeX & fog o fofew wem #eft
Minister Attlee anounced the government’s Teat 4 9Rd e & GIPR & S ol GIYoT &, a

intention of leaving India, he called the declaration  3=i3 Giyon &t e ydiee €9 ¥ Y’ §amT |
‘astonishingly vague’

EARLY WARNINGS OF VIOLENCE
IGNORED

“A peaceful partition of the Punjab is
most improbable . . . the statement
(Attlee 20 February 1947) (on
partition) will excite anger among all
Muslims, Sikhs and Hindus who will
live on the wrong side of the boundary .
.. communal rioting will spread rapidly.
.. we cannot impose a partition without
force, which I do not believe we posess.”
(Evan Jenkins, Governor of Punjab to
Viceroy Mountbaten, 1 May 1947,
Transfer of Power (TP) Vol. X (274).

TR ZaH ARy FAfEH, TTaR U (3T 1946
- 37T 1947)

Sir Evan Meredith Jenkins
Governor Punjab
(April 1946 A ugust 1947)
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fear &1 Uy
Violence Erupts

It all started on 4 March (1947). Police opened g 99 4 HTY 1947 &l Y& g3 | gf?m q %‘cj\’ﬁr 3T
fire on a not very large procession, mainly of fEat & U SJord W, ST 9gd 981 gl 91 37 qHT Uefta
Hindus and Sikhs, led, it appears, by elar ¢ fo orel & g & a1, el gers | w125
students. About 125 were seriously injured and R ®9 @ e gQ 9 997 10 o1, S @t et

10, all students of the DAV college, Lahore, HiereT, ATER % ©Td o, AR 7T & |
were killed.

By the morning of March 6 the major towns
across Punjab including Amritsar, Jullundur,
Rawalpindi, Multan and Sialkot were up in
flames.

6 AT & gag d STHA, STeTdy, Jgafus!, Heard
37R foaTershie TRT UoTa & 73T e 71 ot gl A
feR T 9|

TEafiSt i § 99 FB |

Some survivors of the Rawalpindi riots

Taafist & &7, 719 1947
Riots in Rawalpindi, March 1947
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(o-existence a way of life

A & fafera feedi &1 1946 3R 1947 # g2 giugiRie fean &t samusmdr ok Fivar © fowr § ferar man
¢ | fedn &t Ul 7 Faa AT & Sitae &l 9F FA dieth gaY GHg il iepiad oY Hifaed sufedfa @i oft

frAer g <t ot |

gg guTd § o6 S &l = 39 f&ar &1 3@ Iiv I=5f aqeral @ afgdl € g sifera # Ted 3w o7 | U,
fgR, ggea wid iR fAf3a €9 @ §77Td Fo T IGTe0T €, STl 98 - AfEid Sfia &1 Us adie! @l ¢ | 9red

eIt oft, @i I SHaR R T off 3R St STeg! & gt ot 3Sa+it €t STeat @e oft gt ot 1 1947 @
U4 & USTe § Ud ot UG 719 &l Ugar dwie enil, o W fdl @18 a9 g/ fafimar & @19 grar

ST 9 |

75 (feita faugg) &t Farét & wam « o forg o & 918 ATER &1 1eT a9

Very similar to the devastation of the war (II World War) : The Nata Bazaar in Lahore
after it had been wrecked.

‘zrgaﬁﬁqgehﬁm:ﬁaﬁﬁ’mwﬁﬁ@
‘On the Threshold of Nationhood:

Communal Rioting in the Punjab

e # U8 2 @E 299
TEATUE! o UTg Hie 7TE J
T TR G F 37T eI

TS, A1 (1947) |

Typical of many such
scenes in the Punjab :
Shops and Houses set on
fire in the village of
Mander, near
Rawalpindi, March
(1947)
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The extensive and brutal nature of the
communal violence that rocked parts of
India in 1946 and 1947 has been written
upon at length. The nature of violence
sought not only to destroy peoples’ lives
but to remove cultural and physical
presence of the ‘other’ group.

The fact remains that the regions that saw
the tragic unfolding of this violence had
seen the very same communities
co-existing for centuries. Punjab, Bihar,
the United Provinces and of course
Bengal are some examples where
co-existence had been a way of life.
Clashes did occur but they were usually
localized and came to an end as quickly
as they had begun. In the pre-1947
Punjab it would be difficult to identify a
single village that could be claimed by
any community with exclusivity.

VeI &l & arg ; feanaai &
- WIS U FA o F969 8 &l §f
AN & & e el T s A
4 I SHI ol gE i |

The aftermath of communal rioting :
Wrecked buildings in Amritsar
photographed during one of the
periods when the curfew was relaxed
to enable the inhabitants to obtain

food.

&1t & g fafewr @ ampaae &
et 7 7=d @d g |

British troops patrolling the
streets of Amritsar during the
rioting,.
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‘T believe no man can devide what
God has created as one’

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
(CMG, June 3, 1947)

INDIAN STATE {‘\‘
PAKISTAN -
Ceamm....

{
gl e @
" How the British
viewed India
“f1e &l VG &1 AFAd Ie1 &l
Mt T AR e &°: Aren mish
Lefe HElHT Y % 9 26 HE, 1947 HYA &I
S Hee 39 96T & e H ot g1 midfish &
34 faeR & 37 & 10 fol & sige & @fs
5 ATSeded 3 WA & A9 &l JisiT 6t
_ Y01 & g |
‘Britain Has No Right to Change Map of India': Gandhi
is : The significance of this statement by Mahatma Gandhi also lies in
the context of the time that it was made on 26 May1947. Within
7 g ten days that Gandhi express this view Viceroy Mountbatten
?a-!‘ announced the plan to partition India.
kB ST
; "Vivisection of India

Impractiable": Nehru
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Mountbatten served the interesi
of britain more than India

I.M. Stephens as Editor of the Statesman was g WegHT & YuIg® & €9 H < uH
probably one of the most influential journalist L%y ¥99d: 1947 H 9Rd # qaifys
in India in 1947. He delivered the second TYTIYTAT a1 § 9 TS 9 | I=id 24
Jawaharlal Nehru lecture on 24 February 1969 FRIY 1969 &1 gigur TfRAE I9aq
at 'the Centre for South Asian Studies;, &g, *fas § g@I wargldrd g
Cambridge, the first having been delivered by AT f2ar| Ygdl ATEaTT ATSeded
Mountbatten.

g1 fgar a1 91 |

‘Inevitably, therefore, the operation would become a subtle
(affair). All sorts of big important things which might have
been arranged in a more orderly manner under the previous
programme would now need to be  done less
tidily...appalling things...happened after his mid-August
stopping point...things which indisputably were the fruitation;
the practical outcome of the particular course of action he had
decided on while Viceroy in May (1947).... nothing during my L
* life has appalled me so much...possibly events would not have |
been so bad-had time been taken...Mountbatten possibly
served the need of Britain rather than India and
Pakistan...India was too big for war torn Britain. (I.M.
; - Stephens Papers, Box I, Centre for South Asian Studies
1 SE L0, Cambridge).
TGN W o . T

FETSTRRED Ay b o LATE MOURNING EDITION -
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FRICK Wi ANNAE

Gandhiii Prepared To%e his Al[’

-Will Not Acquiesce In Demaﬂd*ﬁor Partition _
"Nehru Visits Riot-Aft Aﬂected\ (““British Shoul :

Area ln Lahnre Power

-|Let Partie
able Soluti

l

7% feeht, 30 WE : Foer &t el AT Bt G FA €Y HETA
it 3 diwon 1 2 72 16 F Foredl & wragEi # 38 &g
feam Ton it 5w 1 @ ot 2R ST F g gwiarE w7

X BieA1 O7| Irgi- wel foh GfTe & qad Tfed faer g9

TR 412 18 W HIEd ! 8K a1g H WRd &I U 7 a1 5
11 § A it & fwfoe o, 7o oft o gl §

New Delhi, May 30.-Addressing yesterday’s
prayer meeting, Mahatma Gandhi declared
that the Constituent Assembly was sitting on
the terms of the May 16 Paper and it was for
the British to hand over power and quit. The
Government of free Indians formed under the
constitution worked out by the Constituent
Assembly could do anything afterwards-keep
India one or divide it into two or more parts,

he added.

MOUNTBATTEN .
RETURNS TO INDIAY

f HG APHESTS #ABDE | PT. matm VIS 07-
|N LM-H]F'? r l%ll'ig' Eﬂafl%l
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4 57 1947 faeeit & a9 & GagRa 'SreicdyE aad d U9 Ruicd &t 9o a8t 9971 7 i 8 araaw &t ard g |
YHaq: G99 AUl aTel STHUEAT & SMGH UG & 999 H ISTIT 17 9T | Ueh RU 7 e 8 goT : ... 31 319
§S THM TR SIGEAT &l TIFIA0T §Ed ¢ || Aidese ol 3T @d:8hd SR f4m @ o o1, 3514 el 6 I8 faym
3% MU HIoF R Ffeci i & fAdl & et ar | 'safewnma €9 § 72, Fife 398 AR SHforsar wmiHd ¢, fSaad!
31T ST & el §.... I TTe § T T & foh STEReaT a1 RIHTaRoT @reifads 9 d gRT, It anT a8 S
R & STE...

On June 4 (1947) Delhi’s then beautiful Constitution Club saw the largest ever gathering
of press reporters listen in pin drop silence to the Viceroy. Perhaps the most important
question raised was in connection with the exchange of population. A reporter asked
the Viceroy: “...do you foresee any mass transfer of population.” Mountbatten’s answer
was spontaneous, coming from a high level of confidence that he had come to hold in his
friends in the Congress and the Muslim League. “Personally I do not, because of the
physical difficulties involved which you can visualize ... But I equally think that a
measure of transfer of population will come about in a natural way, that is to say people
will just cross the boundary...”

: SIgH
in your face’ : Time

e g e & g e § e e

‘Clear out of India before it blew up

T R e
e -

15 37T, 1947 &t 7a | (Haifka
YA GHI THH! Teel! Il gled 3i1h
HHT A Seg ¥ Sleg, WRA Bied ot
depifeeral I ot SR foar mar o
I @l o1 T a8 THATE T R
(Trawstt, 5 54, 1947) | 36 Sg9 A
T eI 5T 9

TIHE! fates afde g g% el T
FATIT ST @ : 'BH &Y 8§ SR IS &...
HIT AR H 31194 fg@ a1 @4-ERe d
ST g IS SgaX T Rt ST Fehel
21 (21, 5 5, 1947) | <=H dfee &
Ugel § USHIRid RUlel & SM9R W g
fosga 9 28 I &l U+ F@YY W 11
FieHl # RUic uefRia i ot | 39 Rare
% STIUR 3fUS U Uel Poed § . _
TR B R & TR AT ST %5 TG Vrceroy Mounroaen on the All s adio- anouneing e Trasfee of Fower

TN a‘ | Plan, 5 June 1947
3

The urgency to leave India at the earliest was also stressed by Prime Minister
Atlee in the House of Commons when setting the August 15, 1947 deadline. He
had said it was the only way out. (CMG June 5, 1947). Participating in the
same debate, former Prime Minister Winston Churchill was reported to have
said: ‘we must ask ourselves...whether any better way can be found of saving India
from a bloodbath that may seem so near’. (Dawn, June 5, 1947) On June 28 The
Tribune carried on its front page, an eleven-column story based on reports
published earlier in Time magazine. The report said the British were keen to clear
out of India before it blew up in their face.
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Historie Press (onference : June 4, 1947

T foeet # 4 A, 1947 F IEEIT @lS
ATScaed 4 & Ufdelfdd TdeR a@ed &l

:‘%fe Ar%in A HUHy { Ga“rf%;r%m aaa;n%w%mmﬁ

! HIUT Hl, IHE 91 s UH g9 | g9

: R W ST % SO & qR A e

40 MUST DECIDE YOUR FATE AT ONE- | St o ST sdfaeti & & 448 e

== e | I@dl g (AN IeR I @) RER0 & 5O

WOUNTBATTEN'S APPEAL TO PRINGES IUTT @R F9 F S, G A S

| :  WEaRa & . (3 e, 5 9, 1947 ) |

Our Special Coresponde | ———— S St o wHT A & W19 oET T o g et

- ylite the latest  Gritish plan—| , ]de: L wE gl ) TS & derEed 1.3
e R el e L S a1 &% gy g 9

: hat: the
i \ it the Vice
: Vi ey
I 10 2 '] L a7

Viceroy Lord Mountbatten addressed a historic press conference in New Delhi on June 4, 1947. As

the Viceroy announced the plan to transfer power almost a year ahead of the earlier schedule a series

of questions followed. The most important was regarding the transfer of population. The Viceroy’s

answer was : ‘Personally I don't see it (people moving out) . . . some measure of transfer will come about

in a natural way . .. people will transfer themselves . .. “(The Tribune June 5, 1947) As time would show

this would be a huge understatement. Over 13 million people were uprooted and forced to migrate as a
result of the partition.
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Press Opinions: ‘Iragic that India should have
found Dominion Status in Division not in Unity”

||| THE VICERO 8 ||
- ME fw

1 INDI “Those who are saying that the division of India has

become almost inevitable and in the same breath are

appealing to their countrymen to get ready to receive

oy W INIJIA:HAR‘JED the gift of independence are talking in contradictory
e |

terms. In my opinion the leaders . . . have falled prey to
British diplomacy Baba Kharak Singh the senior and

highly respected Punjab leader The Tribune June 25,
1947).

¥ 1
A |iwhich gy will b coatie be fupre Lids
o | senled f

1| et bt Like ali

fafesr gremn areie & feg safaaa i
British Plan Personal Triumph for Viceroy

Sir C.J. Radcliffe (30 March, 1899 - 1 April,
1977)

Dous 1 i & WhllhalF| Kind otk l fhe India
L 100 iagiutcn th bas o i Pt 4 e .u-
mmlhrhilriflml{!! ¢, i | v ou-ml

¥ ol s
Pornilon mmh& M 4y the

BRITISH PLAN P RSONA L L e
 TRIUMPH rod ,

!. m HML, b b 1hig» “feoe | ""’

' 'ERO ” .E:'m mf?ﬁfv ;'-mur ;‘d,

A nnau,d sntroductio b Fare piri

| NLN UUR SPECTAL Hf.:? ESENTIATIVE | :u;ﬁ‘.‘%w“ta'mﬁ s L
NEW DELHI Tusdey ~The snmulnment. piblisned t68ay I | s lodi Offce Wil me biges bave ™7

nd itlyer ; T3 NEopnE. &
mlmwmﬂl dmph for Lord Monthatten., When (in :ul.;;umwh:n z;::rm bl

February FMG tade  ngts tat thiy Jad decidd 1o vetla gefm | [0 by .'{,L e d
' (jeeetpuse 4t T w.ul;m::mhldhj was fri Mlnhln Wi e

‘ L [}
gitcess: (6 1B Dritidy plan of) rhdrwﬁ] woild de i Ml dai e a; v I
dtent 1) wiich Lhe Tndian papies, eolid) e brought (10 z“n POWNE O Wen Wi p:l.&_'"h o e o 1 helieve
i jﬂ o, s basie lr,l \rés il .tml.hluwll ' il ‘?‘;:“ ’“3'“" ",.:.'... e

TR Lo, agwﬁﬁﬁ%%w%%qimlﬂﬂ%m
ST 9T 71T AT | 98 Ugel St SR =Te! 31T & | 396 I
SIfeeTarall sl TAgM 1 D5 aieh el o1 | STd 379 Tgeit
IR USTTe ST ST—INT & YHE & ol §uds fomam 7 o, d
39 S 1948 T B X A i SHIIG i 718 oF | Afcha
ST o G SRl &l S dig e foar T A, 39
U @1 WiaH o felq Hge diF 9wTg o7 | 39 Uiehar &l U
T TS &l dXg STANfSid fehan 71 o1 | Siar fo Raie
T e T ¢ o gt AT 37 30 wiaae & g9g |
Uga! fohy ST &, e &l sfeaina Sild & €9 § 3a@n
TR T |

Sir Radcliffe, the man who was assigned to draw the line for partition had never earlier visited India.
There was no way he could have understood its complexities. When he was first approached to head the
Punjab Boundary Commission he was expected to complete the task by June 1948. But as it turned
out with the Transfer of Power being preponed by almost a year he had just three weeks to draw the line.
The process was conducted like a personal agenda. As this report suggests the whole plan and the
pre-poned schedule of its implementation was seen as a personal triumph of the Viceroy.

‘Dangerous principle - namely a man changes his nationality with religion’

‘Frankly I am unable to understand...the reasons behind the
acceptance of the British plan of partition...I am bound to support my
government... I regret to say however that ... we have accepted a
dangerous principle namely a man changes his nationality with
religion... whether the acceptance of this rather reactionary principle
will help India to avoid civil war I do not know.” (William Dobie, M.P.
House of Commons The Tribune, June 6, 1947).
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Did Mahatma Gandhi Fully
Approve of Partition: Rammanohar Lohia

I should like especially to bring out two points that Gandhiji made at this
meeting. (All India Congress Committee) Gandhi turned to Mr. Nehru and
Sardar Patel in mild complaint that they had not informed him of the scheme of
partition before committing themselves to it . . . Before Gandhiji could make
out his point fully, Mr. Nehru intervened with some passion to say that he had
kept him fully informed. On Mahatma Gandhi’s repeating that he did not know
of the scheme of partition , Mr. Nehru slightly altered his earlier observation. . .
. He said that Noakhali was so far away and that while he may not have
described the details of the scheme, he had broadly written of partition to
Gandhiji. . .

Lohia also noted : ‘Mr. Nehru and Sardar Patel had obiviously between themselves decided that it
would be best not to scare Gandhiji away before the deed was resolved upon.” Lohia also says:
‘When the partition proposal was taken up for discussion at the AICC meeting (June 14, 1947)
Gandhi said, “ . . the settlement was an evil thing but it had been accepted on behalf of
the Congress.” While pleading with the AICC to approve the plan he said if it was not approved the
Congress Working Committee would resign. The same stand was taken by the Congress President
Acharya Kriplani” (Guilty Men of India’s Partition, pp. 8-10)

ath Warrant

c
partition Plan @ y

Daily Mail - London: ‘the whole plan (is) a leap
Editor, The Tribune: “The June 3 Plan was into the dark unparalleled in the long annals of
clearly a death warrant for Indian nationalism  political and constitutional change. (June 7, 1947
. what was surprising was that no  cited Dawn)
warnings were heeded and no precaution
(s) were taken to avert what followed . ..

what annoyed and pained me was that our inal: ‘the June 3
leaders at New Delhi were callously indifferent ~ «je Free PreS.S]Ou enshrines the
not only to the great suffering we were  plan. (Partmon)by its own leaders

undergoing with fortitude but also of the great greg(uast‘t)etrab”‘"1
suffering which we were waiting in awe’ that has ever bee
(October 22, 1947) 1947)

n seeﬂf (}u’ne 7>

The Tribune: ‘It will be dishonest to pretend that a vast majority of Indians will feel happy’
(June 5, 1947). ‘Nobody for a moment can deny that the partition of India is bound to
create complications and complexities’ (June 7, 1947)
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The All India Congress (ommillee
Adopts the Partition Plan, June 14, 1947

The opposition to the partition of
India was widespread and cut across
party lines. The basic issue was that a
decision of such magnitude and
implication should have involved a
larger consensus. As time would
show the partition of the country did
not serve the purpose it had sought
to achieve. On the contrary it served
only to aggravate the problem of
communal stress and strain.

el gl d U, YR & fa9rsE &1
19 faR19 o1 | 4ol He) I8 o1 fo 36 @’e
& gt 37 fAfgard & favta & uss

e &R &I gAfd aiHl T1feq | &
gug T foh 3% & fayeH 8 39

5% Bl U T g, 5@ we wifee
AT TTRT AT | 3G foudia 3a+ fah

TveIaes aaTa 31k SaTa &l GHET 6l
QI ol A forar |

STATELeTe 6%, §YGR Uea i oft. . b aifer $fear Fidw
""" FAEl i dew (14 5, 1947) T, o wa- e &1
TS W R T | SRS FieA =, 5 s, 1947
(fefSreet wiet sirigew GAYHYATH, 7 foeet)

Jawarharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and G.B. Pant at the All
India Congress Committee Meeting (14 June, 1947) that
adopted the resolution to divide India. Illustrated
London News 5 July 1947, (Digital Photo Archives
NMML New Delhi)
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AR fl Soh
The AIC(C Meeting

14 S, 1947 I TMEHIG! 2t Sk e A9 B Ufele ot | 400 TE@ & T Fhael 200 2 arrd & 3ufedd & | R
& faufSia &2 & fau AdgE (129 gadA # 3R 29 Ay #) Ig guidr 8 o vda & 35t aig T 99¢+ 9 o1 |
ALY AT THT el AT | 989 9 718 a97 Ag€ Sft 37X st & atg oft 7T w1 SNgH-UeH ST T/ | U &R af
TSt ¥ guT ©ie &t 3R €t gfvehe T 3 a9y 314 & foiq Troft fora e | 3 wedra wifta foma mar o ot 7g fak
2afelq Fifeh AgE Sif ol Afdeicd 3a-1 987 9T fh 1947 & IS HUd! Ich! 3FcH! Al e GehdT o7 |

This meeting of the AICC, June 14, 1947 was historic on many counts. Of 400 members only 200
were actually present. The voting for dividing India (129 in support and 29 against) would appear to
indicate that the resolution was well supported. This however, was not the case. The debate was heated and
witnessed angry exchanges even between Nehru and Gandhi. At one stage, Gandhi even left the meeting
and was persuaded with difficulty to return. If the motion was carried it was simply because Nehru was
too towering a man to be overlooked by a Congressmen in 1947.

w

: Iu\k( .'l‘ CI‘FCLM"'K)V N NL‘H‘I‘; II“_\ xlf'.lﬂTl.l \1!‘.5'1‘?31\ AND {‘PNTIUU' INDLA '

) .' i _f | rurw EL:HI rn!uu ms 0, 1941, .'_

mmimn F’HAN ; ,‘
-' FRIEJI\}[TIT?: slm!fn ‘%gG&L -

_]\ulal Gynlerens
T Bafiiu-On 8=

[INDEPENDENCE NOT  COMPIETE |
I\"]Il mﬂh\| 1§ . AG ‘LTI\ U]“I'E i

aEdidh dow %1 Us e (5 e, 20 57 1947)
A view of the AICC meeting. (The Tribune_ 20 June 1947)

‘T9 q% 9RA TR ¥ UF g g’ FHuer

feeraey oTR 1S angd &t a1 9% & o U avw Sel W TP Hi &
A faarer &t FierT & gHde J gre ST 91, W S 399 Ugd @ & e
Ueh ARG oht a1l &2 Tt 4t |

‘Until India is One Again’ Kriplani

What is both interesting and perhaps more surprising is that on
one hand the Indian National Congress leadership had come out
in solid support of the partition plan, but the Congress was already
talking of a ‘re-united’ India.

Eﬁ’fi:ii :
'eﬁﬂﬂ;asqmé 1947 (%ﬁaaqa-c’r
- FTeFIgel YTQHUATH, E fee)

:atma Gandhi at the meeting of
AICC. To Gandhi's right is

Acharya Kriplani. Illustrated Lond
News, July 5 1947 (Digital Photo

Archives ew Delhi)

L



probably not have claimed more than 600,000
dead and 20 millions uprooted.
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‘Will, cost India dear’ : Dr. Ambedkar

fauTST TS W . 3ndsal

g direl @t uReel & Gg¥ # wmiaRa & 3fEa &
TehdT o1, afe a8 Wier & foar S fe wifeeas &fik
TR &I TSI ST BT =R | lelifes, Tg [ &l
YR el @1 & Fifh, 7 O Hog 37k 7 & gfeer < 3
SIS & RFERYT & o] way far g1 g w8l
UedT it WY HY 7 S €, Sl T H TR-FHeH
UifeREdT ® @1 3T Iat 2 98 T § qEeH 9Rd H
@ | Adteiad, sad 3ifYe-U-31f9e it ge@i o e
e & forg Simretl ot @i a5 &1 vaTd qot @ & foh

Dr. Ambedkar on the Partition Plan

“The shifting of national boundaries with reference to
enclaves could have been justified if it has accepted that
Pakistan and Hindustan should be homogeneous
States. This has, however, not been the basis of partition
as neither the Congress nor the Muslim League has
stipulated for transfer of population. No matter how
the boundaries are fixed, a large number of
non-Muslims will remain in Pakistan and an equally
large number of Muslims will remain in India.
Consequently, the attempt to shift boundaries merely
to include more of one’s fellow members is, I think
utterly misdirected and vain.

“The problem that partition set out to solve stays
unresolved and the answer to the question of
India's destiny is yet unsettled. Partition was
accepted in the hope that it would achieve peace
between Hindus and Muslims but after it was
brought into being an era of bloodshed and
uprooting has followed. A large scale war would

—Ram Manohar Lohia, 1950

‘India’s geographical and political unity must
continue intact and there can no compromise
on this issue on any consideration
whatsoever.Economically India's division
into separate sovereign zones will be

disastrous.’

—Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, 1945 3

Hindustan Times 21 July 1947

‘T 3R STavE g™ H U 1Y g @l WU IR
A F Uge & SR Hel HEA & (Gelh 737 9R a9 g |
HeaRk U BAR 1T &l U it GHET &1 GATIH gl (Ao,
dfeeh Sg! aoTe § gudl agd |1 T4R §HENY 36 @et giifl.... |
gifeRed @ S99 & fa # 9 a1 e/ &t < 7 a9
Zicie o1 a7 fohdll TR &I € | T8 M df gAR) 319A! STk
. U A @ awae |
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The All India Muslim League

The All India Muslim League had met on June
9, 1947 at the Imperial Hotel in New Delhi. The
resolution seeking partition was virtually
unanimous - 300 for and 10 against. Jinnah is seen

making the announcement of the passage of the
resolution to the press. Many League leaders were
unhappy for the division of the new dominion of
Pakistan into two wings: East and West. This, as
time would show, was not a workable idea. The
East of Pakistan was forced to separate and form
the new dominion of Bangladesh in (1971).

Resolves on Partition

l. Y
R

- TGR

-

. -~

(Mlustrated London News July 5, 1947 (Digital
Photo Archives NMML New Delhi)

fer weta gfees ot &t §a& 9 S 1947 &1 7%
foeett & grdfifeaa grea & g8 ot | o &t A
ATl TS I TAgHLT § o7 - (300 9§ H IR 10 ‘
fore #) | S U9 &t wearg uTiia g &t 9ivon @d
gC fg@rs 3 ® 1 i % &g a1 wifehe & AQ
feRTST & g1 9T, 44 ok ufgy #, ffufSa g 9
ARG & | gAY TATG, U AT [ Al T |
g4t urfeRear &f (1971 H) 37T g 3R Y T4
AT & 76 o [elq HoTeR fehaT 7T T |

(Tllustrated London News July 5, 1947 (Digital
Photo Archives NMML New Delhi)
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‘Our Map has Changed
due to our weakness’ : Tandon

g%'“”‘ gﬁ ;E”mﬁ'a'a THE CIVIL & MILITARY GAZETTE THURSDAY JUNE 2 1947
afa i 7@ & wwm sm  FINAL MEETING OF PUNJAB ASSEMBLY
Al R 8 daR femar T
®.... BRI FHSNY & HROT
AR AF{Ed 950 T §
(g fesgH, 25 91 1947) |
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Purshottam Das Tandon said in Allahabad : “Vande Matram which
has been our national song has no meaning now . . . the map of India
has been redrawn . . . our map has changed due to our weakness. (The
Tribune June 25, 1947).

faTer & it sfded & o719+t fFer @ 98l a9 Ui 3Tk aaH = aur
aTaTe Wfedt gRT FIF SIE... PTGt YR [Af3d €9 @ 387 &R
Y I R 8 U @A & [ &I ot ANT HAT.... AT Sl I3 H
o ST 9fga |

‘The champions of partition will not escape their condemnation in history and will
be execrated by present and coming generations . . . nationalist India will certainly
rise and will spare no sacrifice to see the nation reunited . . . the case must be taken to
the UNO! Sardar Ajit Singh the great Revolutionary and Freedom Fighter, The
Tribune June 9, 1947, HT June 18, 1947.

ﬁ_ﬁgﬁ@a
v rriieary

... [oI= farymar 9 AR g &1 RETdr 99/=m 8, g9 39 A 0
et gt oIk fael & g1 dgg e 3fiR S=Iayqul g4 &1
3T T § ... R -1 Frgial ot Tt et 37 38 WX
3% SleIgH T & o1Q, 39 3TYAYd YISl &l Taddl ol dhiHd
% &Y 7 qfviq ot o oI, quTes : g o, 1 3aes, 1947

" .. we accuse those whom providence has made the architect of our destiny
of being horribly unfair and unjust to Punjabi Hindus and Sikhs . . . of
accepting the satanic two nation theory and sacrificing them to it, of
describing this unprecedented suffering as the price of freedom . . 7 Editor :
The Tribune, October 1, 1947.
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‘The June 3 Plan means the knd of

There was widespread opposition to the
plan to divide India. In this remarkable
illustration Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru is shown trying to convince the
President of the Hindu Mahasabha B.
Bhopatkar, (one of the main opponents of
the plan) that the exercise to divide India
was not to be taken seriously - it was merely
like a family division. In the background are
seen the Muslim League leaders -
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Liaquat Alj,
setting up their new shop (Pakistan). It is
important to note that the vast majority of
the country’s population even more so of
the provinces that were directly affected had
no idea of why India was being divided.
Ever since it has been seen as a
short-sighted understanding of the
communal problem. The partition exercise,
it has also been said served only to
aggravate the problem. It certainly did not
help to resolve it. “The June 3 Plan means
the End of India as a Nation’

India as a Nationw’

TR @l fa9Tfora &ea &t IietHT &1 AT
fadie gam o1 | 39 Ieoi@Atg ggid H
YITTHA! ST Ag€ Tl [gg AT &
3T &Y. MueH (AT & & faRife
H 9 Uh) &l A i IR a7 gQ
feman a1 2 6 uRa &t fgwnfoid & &t
FHaTG i 1RaT 9 AE foram St anfeu-
g Hhad Udh URAR & [ayTSi_ ol g 4T |
gy # gieerm e a1 Higmg et o
37 ferarera ateft 3Tast 1S gar (dTfenea)
&l I e fo@rs S W) ¢ | I8 Al e
He@yut § foh 31 it standt & foremer sgwa
3fiR Tt @t oft, S €te wonifad 9, oo ua
gl o1 foh Ra =1 fganfSia feman s <@t
o1 | 4 BHIT WivGTae GHen &l STgeesif
TS & &9 # 3@ T 2 | 9 oft Fer T g
fo f[a9T=T A Faa g9 Fl g J 7gg

I TGS i UTS STl G | 98 g et off Je @ wrelifes SR wieR A S1ue W wiae & ot e o @1

‘Dry those tears friend. This shop is still the same even if my partner has decided to open his own firm!
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The Resourceful Moved Out ...
the Vast Majority Stayed On!

Perhaps the single most important and painful
feature of India’s partition was the nature and
extent of violence that the vast majority faced.
Those who paid the price may have been from
different faiths but were mostly from the same
social and economic strata of society. Why
did the vast majority, the common mass of
population wait for the last days to move out
only when violence had reached their
doorsteps? One obvious answer is that it is never
easy to leave an age old home; fields which have
been nurtured over the years with sweat; cattle
and even trees that have been groomed for years.

The other reason and something which has not
drawn the attention it deserves, is that not a day
passed without some or the other leader not
appealing to the people on both sides to stay on
and not move out. The first trickle had begun
soon after the March (1947) violence in the
major towns of the Punjab. Thereafter we see a
spate of assurances and appeals. Jawaharlal
Nehru himself had made an assuring
statement : “I think the disturbances will end
completely. . ” (Mitra IAR Vol. 1, March 17,
1947). Among others who made such appeals to
the non Muslims located in the west Punjab
were Pratap Singh Kairon, (The Tribune April
10), Sardar Baldev Singh (The Tribune July 4,
1947) Baba Kharak Singh (CMG April 17, 1947)
and even Jang Bahadur Singh officiating Editor
of The Tribune (The Tribune May 26).
Acharaya Kriplani who was representative of
the Congress opinion had also made several
such appeals. In the east and west Bengal the
leaders made earnest efforts to avoid any mass
scale exchange. Not surprisingly the violence
and its nature too were relatively less gruesome
as compared to the Punjab.

Clearly the political leadership was out of touch
with the conditions on the ground. Instinctively
the common man knew that moving out was a
better idea, yet hoping against hope, his desire to
linger on gathered moral support when he heard
political leaders giving assurances of the return
of peace. The decision to trust the leaders and
stay on till the last days proved fatal in many a
case.

TG I8 HRA & [AHTSH &l THHATd gad Hegedquol
IR gEg féar & uefa ofik T oft, e fawma
agHd A FTHAT fohdT | I8! SHIHT Fehi aTel AT Hel
Bl 3TAIT- 3TETT GHI o gl cAfoh SAIGIAR GHTST & U o
grATfoie 3R 3Mfies due § | 31 SidT & T 52
dereh = 3R] Tl deh, STa fedn 34 de uga 7=, dgl
T e o1 Saoir 1 foha? U Wy STk Ig 2 f&
e Qa1 O &, 9Nt 9HiE § die 7T @l @, 7ast
3TR agi aeh o Treft @ dar forg g Ut ot oft, Ste
FHH 3T g gl |

g8 FRYT g Sruferd s s el o, 9
g % Ua fom oft Y =2 <t & foelt = foreft A
Sl Teft & AT @ Teh 3T T gl ST bt 31died =
H e | IS % W W | 7 (1947) F fgar
qLd 971G Ugett IR HR-41 T Feper I eI g A |
gqa dIG gH SYTEHl 7R ardiedl &) 9¢ 3@d g |
STATEeTd 48 - g Udh ST I alell 941 G
o7 : "7 e § o Teeet gt @ we & S,
(e, MEUR W 1, 17 A, 1947 ) | ufgH U=iE
¥ ferg TR-ggemE 9 Tt ordie e arel # Jar
fdg &, (g fosga 10 31fidT), TER Teiea &g (5
fEs, 4 s, 1947), areT Wes: fag (doAst, 17
3T, 1947) 3R gl a0 foh 571 Seige [T, § fesga
& HEHR GueH 4 (3 fosgd, 26 #F) | ImEE
FUAH!, Sl HUG & fGERl & ufdFEa &, 5 of et
%3 37diel <t off | gdf 3fiR ufgm e & Jared g
98 THM W AgH-UgH Uk & TR va frg my |
g el o Gotta Y g A féar 3fik Sudht wefa
A UG HH HyoT & |

WY &Y Y SIS g STHI aRfEIfaal @
qifeh gl 9T | TgST €9 & 31H SAGHt SIHar o1 foh
STgY STHT Uah dadk faar 8, e oft =9 it e &ed
gU, USTHIfcies ~arstl gIRT Sifcl <l araet &1 ST
g o Tga dht Igehl T ot Afds gad ffer|
ATl W 91T S 3R sifaH Al a6 99 @A &t
Ul g HIH H AT diied gal |
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The resourceful moved out ...
the vast majority stayed on !

g inorities _
The Creation of Mino 1941 1948
Non Muslim 276 19 292 21
Muslim 43 51 45 57
Total 319 70 337 78

(Vakil, Economic Consequences of Devided India, p.71; cf., Tanwar, Story of India’s Partition

. partition could not and has not solved the communal problem. In spite of the large-scale migration
of minorities from both the countries, there are still a large number of Muslims in India and
non-Muslims in Pakistan, mainly in East Bengal. K. . . The partition of the country was effected on
communal considerations. The communal problem is, however, far from being solved. The large-scale
migration which followed the partition, particularly in the Punjab, had the effect of making western
Pakistan a predominantly Muslim state. In spite of this there are still 37 million Muslims in India
constituting about 11 per cent of its entire population. In Pakistan there are nearly 10 million non-
Muslims constituting 13 per cent of its entire population. (Vakil, Economic Consequences, (1950) p. 24
cf., Tanwar, Story of India’s Partition, 2021 ).
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| Mmorltles Must Not Get Pamcky
Wcut & Watch & Don't Lose Faith In Your own Stre'nﬂf
Acharya Krlpalams SUHRAWARDY'S “MIS-| U.N.0. COMMITTEE ON GANDHI, JINNAH & ABDUL GHAFFA
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foedT o9 STTd € ol 3¢ o1 &1 TTfeq | 3940 ¥ ST ol eX g fop I TRICTAWISE PARTITION OF BENGAL
S STia, T 3T Ul ST o1 eTgfqa ¢, aa sfiR off ergRfad o east mmoaL
& ST | & 39 S I Grei el R | g6 faudia qer o § fh uw oy TR
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» v 4 o nm?u:z“ Mymensing
NEW DELHI, June 18.-"Representatives of minorities Rangpur
4 1 : Bogra
from East Bengal, West Punjab and Sind have P santio e menernin: | [N
approached me for advice as to what they should do jmstibtiong ey |
. . v . Districts Districts
when the territories they live in become part of an e By
independent State of Pakistan. Most of them fear that preevnrg sl
: . = Gujranwala Karnal
their lives, honour and property, which are unsafe now, B Arsbala
would become even more unsafe then. I do not share that = [y e
Jhang Jullundur
fear. On the contrary I hope that once the State of Shahpur Ludhiana
. ; 5 S m:an Ferozepore
Pakistan is established its Government or Governments Muaargach ‘;":S%f;;;:; ctuing
. . . 8. arl
would have enough sense of reality not to discredit Dera Ghazi Khan  Lahore—a portion of
QGurdaspur—Shakargarh  Kasur Tehsil only.
themselves by unfair treatment of the minorities”, said b, e &
r . , portion of Kasur Tehsil.
Acharya ].B. Kripalani, Congress president.
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Did Partition Solve the Communal Problem

fa9rsi & a1g gQ 871 g & e 98 Uerrad & foyg fomigR

J... Gl A O Nt A AT H 13 S AN A 92 9 fodl...

300,000 ( ¥R 31T 38 500,000 T 31 Fdrd &)

&1 Q4 31 FRTAT § AR Y S7e0a 7 1G..." (e foetfee, 7 GOMMUNAL MADNESS HITS GURGAON
feaifer sfean, g.20. qry & o, w. ithg Iud, atay 21, s DISTRICT
) N T AT S

Afem i sres offF fiew ¢s fégw 37 4o 7 1947
(aferor uftrarg sregae g shfsiet ) |

“The riots which followed partition
were responsible for the world’s greatest
exodus ... in less than two months 13
million people changed homes...as
many as 300,000 (most studies place
this at over 500,000) were killed or
died of cholera and pestilence...
(Taya Zinkin, Reporting India, p. 20.
Also .M. Stephens Papers, Box 21, This
box contains two rare booklets - Sikhs
in Action (Lahore) and  Muslim
League Attack on Sikhs and Hindus in
Punjab in 1947 (Centre for South Asian
Studies Cambridge).

‘Instead of an era of goodwill, the
independence ushered in one of
communal hatred and cruelty of
which there is no parallel in
recorded history of Indian since
the invasion of

-

N KASHMIR
A a JAMMU

Tamerlane....India had to pay a
very heavy price for freedom.
According to an estimate, not
probably much exaggerated,
600,000 Indian died and
14,000,000 lost their homes.
(R.C. Majumdar, The History
and Culture of the Indian People,
Vol.XI, p.792.

.....
Lheing

T

o M'&,m‘ wploend Nov.47 brought 427000 p:r.

4

et # 3 77 yrate va R & fada gdf gore ofik iy
& arfereter e = gt ota (3t < gfamon &ik de)
R fejeett @it 9 uig & WRa & o1 feegi & it g

Unlike the trend of resettlement that was
noticed in Bengal in the case of the Punjab and
Sind a good majority chose the East Punjab
(todays Haryana and Punjab) and Delhi but
also moved into other parts of India.

.-‘"' 2

47) 000 persons

290647 949000 1745,

(SMERTHA &L ARGl AT, 1947 T [GHSH & a1
3R TR HaTed & AHAErR)

(Millions on the Move the 1947 Partition
Archive Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting)
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Fear and Anxiely
On August 15, 1947, the front page of 15 3T, 1947 @l GG e/gH & Ugel
the Hindustan Times carried a T R 'l & gerer ‘él‘@rﬂ??ﬁ'ag'q
photograph of Jawaharlal Nehru R R e T

delivering the “Tryst with Destiny’ .
address, just below it was another small 19 O 3T I geareH &, fSgd s

headline reporting that 50 people had a1 o ok et g emer & 50 & AR MU
been killed in Lahore on the preceding ¥ | pTe fo rmeR & fae o & deR &

day. The following day the paper reported 2 5 R
that 200 Hindu and Sikh bodies were il * H 200 f%gaﬁ EI

lying in the verandah of Mayo Hospital in Fert < o us & arlifer ST Sifm der
Lahore because there was no one to FA greTl i gl 91 (TIEl, 16 37T,
cremate them (HT 16 August 1947) 1947)

uees m s@%i S
wal ng aﬁ%ﬁ’ﬁ ransp ed to

India.(Millions on the Move)

(eIt < e wed g9)
(Millions on the Move)

=5 ‘ = A

379 &1 S=Hl o 919 B TH HIKd ST & U 9T | 98 STsfid adt
el T & ifeh o @Y gl T2 ¢ 3 SeH & foiy 39 W Sirg oft
T & | (TTIHGHTE)

Hari Ram with his two children on his way to India. He
leads the bicycle as the chain has snapped and there is
also no room to ride. (NMML )

-
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Widespread Distrust and Suspicion

— Why the Anarchy?

A government on the move : the case of

SSP Lahore

W.H.A Rich had Senior
Suprintendent of Police, Lahore on April 1, 1947.
The entries in his diary clearly show his complete
devotion to the task. (IOR Mss. Eur. D 1065/1.
WHA Rich papers British Library London) Like
other British officers, Rich too had been
planning his journey home. His journey had
been booked from Bombay (Mumbai) for August
21. On August 1 he was informed that he was to
continue in office until the Punjab Boundary
Commission had announced its award. When
this could have happened with a position as

taken over as

important as that of SSP Lahore, one can imagine
the state of less important positions. (For orders -
IOR Mss. Eur. D. 10651/1 Police Papers - WHA
Rich, British Library London)

The basic reasons for the anarchy and chaos that
overtook Punjab for about 45 days starting with
the actual handing over of power are far less
complex than they have usually been made out to
be. The most important reason remains the fact
that power was handed over to both the
governments at a time when they were in a state
of non-function. While a vast majority of lower
staff at the district and sub-division level were
actually in transit or more importantly in a transit
frame of mind, those who had joined duties in
new postings were yet to get a ‘hang of things.
Others who were yet to be shifted to their new
places of posting in the states for which they had
opted understandably had only an indifferent
interest in their work. In any case, a general sense
of commitment was completely missing. As
Charles Trench put it ‘the whole of the civil
administration of Punjab including the police
was on its way some where else. (Charles C.
Trench, The Indian Army 1900-47, p. 293)

1 H TER

Terdl ! SR : THUEYT ATEIR Sl JIHeT

e, 9. T feg 3 1 31iie, 1947 &t @eR & aiky
gferd STdiges & €9 H UgHR UgUl fomar 91| It
eIt it wfafSat @y 9 @ &1 & ufa 3eht gof fagr
&1 R & (SMESNIIR THULTH. IR, € 1065/1,
sguay = uud fafewr amgedt oga ) | o= foifew
rfereprial &t aeg g off argq 3w witeq &t e
1 IR & | 39! FTaT 21 3T & fofq 99 (a3) &
qoh i 713 T | 1 3T &l 3¢ Grod foar a1 s sia
o oTTa AT ST 379+ Aot &) 9w 98t s
q9 e 3¢ UG TR 94 (@1 ¢ | 59 THUHU dAelk 9
HEqYl UG & W19 UE & Fehdl o1 I HH Ayl
uei &t feifa Y weaan &t 51 geadl § (319 & forg-
3ME IR TATHTH. YR, S 1065/1 Yferd U -
ey g, fafew argsil egA) |

g1 & gIifdeh g&iaRul & 1Y Y& B drelt adl
T 45 ST dep GoiTe U grat T Tt SRISTehdl
3R IGHT gl BRI Iq4T SAfead gl §, foran
TR TR SATIT T § | G99 Agedqul Rl g & foh
3l PR @ a1 3§ a9 gidl 72 oft 59 9%
R-wdeR! & & off | Sefe Sar ik suied wR
R et FHATRET &1 Ua farnel §9g arad # e
T @1 AT IT GeTTd= e ol HEEadhal & o1, {5
3 GifecTT R & Ry #x feam 91 38 ersft <l &t
HIET 97| 31 ATl &, fgie ST fadhed g an
3R 31f) q 39 TSAl H Ikl USRITYAT HE AT Ui
R YFaRd gl fRam T o1, 9 @ & ufd IgRiA
q | gl & feafa & uftagar ot ue amr wEr gt
¥ @ Tge ot | Sie o ared 9 T €, 'gferg gfea
USITe Sl YUl ARG URMEA (A8 €9 9) Fel
IR ' (Ired . g9, WRAT T 1900-47, 1.
293)

1 & ek ST, T 6 BT SR TR &t ugel a8t ¥eAT (1947) TR 7 23 IS F g3 o | 39 941G ¢l ok XMl R gAR @R AR 7Y | FIART
HHA H GTeies 3 AfFTd SIEH fa 419 3¢ & Yed 92 UB diest &I §1% X 641 97 37 29 & 31 ot & 7147 91, Sa e 39 9 gHel &l @1 97 |

Ambala Cantonment Station

TG 1947 % HEA o SATEHG 673 T A9 13,62,000 AT &I & o1 & arg 718 o |

' Carnage on the Trains

The first major incident of trains being

' held up, the killing and abducting of
people occurred in July (1947) at
Mughalpura on 23 July. Thereafter
thousands would be killed in trains and
on stations. In the Mughalpura case the
driver at great personal risk had got
down and cleared the track of boulders
and moved the train even as it was

4§ under attack.

Upto about the middle of November
1947, an estimated 673 trains were
engaged in moving about 13,62,000
d people, (Vakil, Economic Consequences)
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29 f&deR &t g3 euEely afifa i 184t s
(Z6eH) H ST R gl i agd ! ST Tl ol 6 g
oft | 3T IS ot ST I GH I g HIScaed
= @t 3X e, 7T (URRaed Hel) iR @i e (78
it et UsITE) = AT foran o | gt Hieyg @i @i g

ION OUT OF CONTROL AT I YAILIPUR

TIES § g STeR dies 17U T 29 a1 & gt g9a o fo @
o AT H o HHATA! < 1 UL gHel # HGg &l ot |

The main issue discussed in the 18th Emergency Committee Meeting (ECM) on September 29 was the
increasing number of attack on trains. This meeting was presided as almost always by Mountbatten and
attended by Nehru, Mathai (Transport Minister), and Swarn Singh (Home Minister, East Punjab).
Those present were shocked to learn from Swarn Singh that there was concrete evidence that railway
employees in many cases had facilitated the attacks on trains.

THE TRIBUNE

".L-FATED TRAIN FROM PIND DADAN KHAN
Eye Witnesses” Account Of Loot, Murder & Abductmn

IREFUGEES KILLED AT
RAILWAY STATIONS

'-M Bodies Thrown Into
i Pond

e Sl U 6T : g1 A gdTq
A Story of Balance :
Killings on the Trains

1 ﬁamﬁﬁﬁaﬁ?uﬁw%aﬁﬂaéﬁm
gAen fohar T o1, fSeH 6 gfem AR g 9|
(TrfrEaT ergH, 2 fader) 4 fader &t miSrmETg
e et 3 e 37 g 7 30 AfEH ARG
34! 4T TRIGHETG & I U 31K &7 W gl gafl
( w2z, 5 fOdeR) g TRonfdt @
T TF e H A SoF gEER IR MR &
YA 21 & Aok | gl &A1 a6 foeett & wdtem
FA gSl of | 989 H, Ferl g9H €9 § Gqferd
ot |

“Two trains were attacked between Delhi
and Panipat on September 1, Six Muslims
were Killed. (Pakistan Times September 2)
On September 4, 30 Muslims were killed
in a train attack between Ghaziabad and
Khurja. In the same day another train attack
took place near Moradabad (Pakistan Times
5 September) A train full of Muslim refugees
had to wait at Delhi for two days waiting the
availability of a Muslim engine driver and

guard.

In sum the story was equally

balanced.

'IEE TRIBI]NE

Starvmg “at Wah Camp
“Two of the most gruesome attacks on refugee specials followed each other, the
second obviously a sequel to the first. There are different versions of both the
tragedies, but it is resonably clear that the attack on the Muslim refugee special
near Khalsa College at Amritsar on the night of 22/23 September was in answer

to the attack on the Pind Dadan Khan non-Muslim refugee special. . .

“Two of the most gruesome attacks on refugee specials followed each other, the second obviously a sequel
to the first. There are different versions of both the tragedies, but it is resonably clear that the attack on the
Muslim refugee special near Khalsa College at Amritsar on the night of 22/23 September was in answer
to the attack on the Pind Dadan Khan non-Muslim refugee special. .
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Lahore -August 1947

Why the Anarchy?

There was of course a failure to anticipate the
breakdown of civil administration. By as late as
July 27, 1947, 150 of India’s 846 ICS officers had
not indicated whether or not they intended to
remain in service after August 15, another 131
were due for retirement, 101 officers had sought
postings in Pakistan, 84 had said they would
continue only for a short period. Thus almost 55
per cent of the ‘steel frame’ was either retiring,
uncommitted or on the move. At the lower level
there was the understandable reluctance among
civil servants to proceed in administrative and
law-and-order decisions against people of their
own communities. (Jeffrey, “The Punjab
Boundary Force, Modern Asian Studies 8,4,1947
pp. 511.) In this sense, community compulsions
forced officials into insubordination of the quiet
kind where orders which required action against
people of their own religious community were
handled with indifference.

&1t & g R TR 1947 My
Lahore after the ﬁl
riots- August 1947

".' _‘L,w-_ . 4 .-__d - ’h:_:;:m *‘

This insubordination was greatly fuelled by a
complete breakdown in the communications
network. So bad was it that in many cases orders
from state headquarters could not be conveyed
even to Deputy Commissioners (The Tribune,
October 16, 1947.) Ch. Lehri Singh, Food
Minister of East Punjab, said that ‘smooth
working was impossible’ because of the practical
non-existence of communications, particularly
the telephone network. It was only around the
first week of November that telephone calls from
Simla could be put through to Amritsar (The
Tribune, November 7, 1947) A transmitter of the
All India Radio became operational in Jullundur
from November 1. Interestingly, on many
occasions the government of East Punjab began
conveying orders to its field officers through the
radio, with officers being instructed to keep their
sets tuned for messages between regular radio
programmes.
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STTSTeRdT &1 ?

f3d €9 & SR BI URTEE a7 6t Tl g
faherd @1 A e H TTerdl g5 1 27 S,
1947 d% YR & 846 3msdiwd ifdawifai # 9
150 9 I8 Yohd gl fgar A1 foh 9 15 31TEd & a1g |l
o g4 g &l ZUGT W € a1 g, 379 131 Farfagfa
& 9 9, 101 ARG 7 grfersar & qifeen 6
qiT &t oY, 84 A et A1 fh T Fhaw dis gHI & fow
& 99 3G | 39 YR Ueh HSIgd efd’ &l AT 55
gfd=ra a1 af ¥arfaga g WM 91, a1 Ufdag el o
31YaT I uRkaaH & fRfd & a1 | Foe @R 9 3
& gl & & foeg yRmEE 3R @A
T & Ul g FGH 36 & foiq [&fae gded &
g @y AT Ot (S, 'g uSiTe a8t B, Afe
R T 8, 4, 1947 Wit 511 ) | 39 3G H
areide faawmaret & sifvwmfat &t s afies
TGN & Tl & FAeTh HIATE & A & Ui HiF
el o felq FSTqe foham iR U@ TSR T STt

o 9T YTl fodT 14T 9T |

g

gOR deg% H Y3 dig § 9197 § Ig 3as dgd 96
T A} | Bred ga4 @9 9 b o2 AHAl H T
qEATerdl @ SUTgeRT ol T SR e o S W (g
fgsgd, 16 S@eaR, 1947) | US4 & @M Hell SIe
e fig A el fop TurR, faRy ¥ @ et Aeas,
& ATTRINE TR-HIS[GIT & HIOT 'GATE €7 F HTH
FIAT Y9G IT | 796X & Ugel T8 & SH-UTH gl
e @ saer el @ia foar S 9@ (3§
fosgq, 7 T9aR 1947) | 3ifa sfean et &1 o=
SigHTex U& 996 ¥ SIesR # 91e] gt 7147 | fgaae
9Td 9% & o &g eraeRl uX gdf goie aer 3 e
& AT | YA hice ATIHIRT &l ST ST Y&
fema, aryr € erfeeieat ot fFafia e srdeat &
§g UqRM & felq 379 §e &l A &Y @4 & g

T ma |
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feeatt : fadER 1947
Delhi - September 1947

The first few days of September witnessed
continued widespread violence not only in Punjab
but also in Delhi. Extensive violence broke out in
several parts of Delhi on September 5. There was
little doubt that it was prompted by distressed
refugees who had flooded the city. Over 50 people
were killed, most parts of the city were placed under
curfew including New Delhi which saw curfew for
the first time (HT September 6, 1947) Over 700
people were arrested and no train left Delhi on the
Karnal or Gurgaon routes on 5 September. Karol
Bagh, Lodhi Colony, Rohtak Road saw serious
disturbances. The prestigious Kalka Mail was also
suspended for onward journey to Kalka as sufficient
escort for the train was not available. (CMG
September 7, 1947)

The level to which things had fallen can be
understood from an incident which occured on
September 10. Delhi had been declared a
dangerously disturbed area on September 10 with
no trains leaving the city (HT September 10, 1947).
The Delhi Area Commander had also issued an
Order of the Day on September 9 which read :
‘Shoot to Kill Lawbreakers. As luck would have
it, Mountbatten’s personal staff driver was going to
visit a hospital when an army patrol failing to
idntify the vehicle even though it carried the
Viceroy’s Crown insignia, fired on it, killing the
driver, who happened to be a Sikh. Two British
officers in the car, including Wing Commander

Johnson, the Governor Press Attache, were
however unhurt. (HT September 12, 1947)
Monday September 8 happened to be

Janamashtami, but posterity will record it as one
of the blackest days in Delhi’s history. Over one
lakh people of one community were rendered
homeless. The city was paralysed. There are no
figures of the numbers killed but a report said that
more people were killed by the military and police
firing than by the rioters. (CMG September 11,
1947). Police and army detachments in Delhi were,
in many cases, overactive, so much so that an army
patrol even waved the Governor General Lord
Mountbatten’s car to a stop, even as the Governor
General was himself in the car. This happened in
Connaught Place (Rajiv Chowk) (HT September
13, 1947)
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fdeR & Ugd 3o gl H 9 daa i # afesn oot
# oft e fe|r St @ | 5 fader ot foeelt & &3
feedt # =arue e g5 | 399 @IE ¥oe el ¢ foh 9
YU IR gRT Afed o, fomeht wgg # a7e o
T At 1 50 T 31fYe AT AR 7T ¥, 7 oot Ak,
STgl Ugel IR WY @ IT4T T, Wel & SAfaahie feedl
H g o foan man o1 (TEeEt 6 fEdeR, 1947) 1700
T 31f¥es o ot TRwaR feram ram o ik 5 fadae &t
AT T T[S AN X hig oA fgeetl & @l deit
oft | wA IHT, Al P, gasd s TR TR
TTeafedt g@t 11g | ufdfSa e Ad &l oft e 9
3 Y ITelT o forq e e mmam o a4ife 29 & forg
T QEhie IUAs del o1 (Fumst 7 fEdsy,
1947) | greTa fopd T deh TR 713 & 56ehT 37gTSTT 10
fEceR &l g% U@ 9eAT § T ST 9T ¢ | foeet! &l
10 fOdeR & a1 €U | 3R &d 9Ifvd & fgar
T 97 el g Ht 2 e ¥ Sred @i o W@t
(T=rét 10 fOesR, 1947) | foeeit TRan HHis gRT 9
fodeR & U arer 31 g © oft 9t fomar an forgH
ferar 91 '@ e ardl &l el AR g | H9EEas
ATScde &l U {5l T S84 Ueh STEdTd &l GIRT
A ST @l OT STa 941 T Ueh TR gef, 39 drgd d
TG & 13 Fl Ui g & g1 &l JgdT i
A fawer Tg1 3R 39 WR el g o, fored grear 6
Aq & e, Sife e 4@ 91| geife fam st
G, TTF4R ST & UY 31edt gfgd R § 9aR g
fafewr sifvet grfga a9 g o (Taet 12 fEde,
1947) |

g 8 fOdex &t STyHT o, wifee o= aredt digt
Ui s sg s e F g A U & €9 H
Got Dl | U GHG & U a1 § 31f9dh il saR gl
TTQ o | G W] Bl AT 9T | /IR 7T AN enl T&AT & ahlg
3iche gl ¢ wlfeh Ueh RS & ey 71a ¢ fob S
&t et # A7 3fiR gferg &t ettt & orferss
AR 7T (Fruast 11 fader, 1947) faeeh & gfer ofik
AT Ht THS! g AT H I Fishg oY, Il dF 6
T & Ueh TXT §eT A =X STLel dle ATdcaed il
TR &I Uk [IT, STafeh g ST Ra @I FR | & | 98
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foeet : faceR 1947
Delhi - September 1947

feeett & g foen & U a0 W
Ut & T @R
ROt (&t fte) & "
19 €Y F T ther &t
a1 fAett 4t |

Queuing for water at a
top in Purana Kila, Delhi.
Smallpox was widely
reported among the
crowds of refuges

o >

73 et & St g greIt # it 3 R g 3R FRrEa

Frile g8 & ot o for

‘One of the many acts of arson in Delhi : A blazing oil and rubber
dump in the Sadar Bazaar area of Old Delhi.

it wRomdf &, YR e 1 few
Muslim refugee camp, Purana Qila Delhi, Sept. 1947

et # e T w o1 e wia: e sifberd ar

Tirea &fe Tt ared & 919 g @id e H e gedh Ul

fraor &3 gu

The chief source of restoring order in Delhi : British Officered
Gurkha Troops, Command a road junction in the Hauz Khas
section, with lorried troops on patrol.

72 ool & i€t oX verer ® &7 & g g STk TRreae sete g @ oft e faar
‘Shop-looters at work during riots in Paharganj not far from New Delhi and the
fashionable Connaught Circus, which was also looted.

Tegeett o qer febetr % @reedl & aigy sTei 50,000 Hftem e ged gq 4|
Inside the ruins of the Old Fort or (Purana Kila) Delhi, where 50,000 Muslim refugees congregated.
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The 6reatest Human Tragedy
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4 COLUMNS OF 115,000 MARCHING TO INDIA

30,000 Hindu And Sikh Refugees Cross Border
MUSLIMS lmﬁnpm NEAR | LOOT STILLRAMPANT AT LAHORE
4

iS.rm_l of the role that Magistrates play
led : 20 Tnjured: 50 ONE BINDU MILITARY OFFICER SHOT
= %,M,;, Shot {Dmd | DEAD BY MUSLIMS

LARGE MOB SURROUNDS BANNU

T o R > TRAGIC SCENES MARK -
;%Tbsmaz?;? ke " PROGRESS OF PUNJAB. -
€ 1LT1bune, UCtobe > RE}-{‘U(; EE COLUNINS

DOTOTEst 12, 1047,

— e e . . .

——

“Tké greatest human tragedy of the century ™ was < how one
o »
between the two Dominions.
; m aﬁ ! In &n oxciting 700-mile journey by
car {rom Kashmir to New Delhi via
*
correspondent rodnd abundant evi-
dence in_confirmation of lois lament- “The Greatest Human Tragedy of the
- »
i Q“ aa';lma—rﬂ» Jdauon,  powever, that | exaggerated century...
I \I“dl b \qu Ch(’1 : TUIIOUTS 02 ultackrs vn Toogd Lrarspofrt,
looung and , impassable roads were
* e il v g 2 aEea 1947t
dH E—I llé é| ﬂl:” Q|%I‘| d<%h [W 00b Gorne out by nis EXPErences, ﬁ?ﬁ
= a; ﬁl Eil T firet ‘lap of tne joaragy lrom %13 rtéune, October 12, 1947
aﬁw aﬂ_{ s . s = Snnopgsr W, Kawalpndi was compies
ﬁ' Qéﬁ Q|E|§|§Q| ﬁaq(—” eﬁ?ﬁﬁ?ﬂl Lely unevéntiul and althougn & Lair
% were o Lo
ATHIOT &l # Ig haet difedl ol B [ cor e inperidha in any  wa
Jthe' car-or inleridié in .any way
. AN b Thete were (wo women: and a chiia
TiAd § (FTHSH 26 SFTE, 1947) | | “dwibing ns < fpecial provicn
ol its own which is incidenial to the
in the 40wn more than 1,200 “mercon.
e¢d” wive; and  thudren <{ RBritisn
ting transport 1o poris lor eme
.. some bound (for, England
comnive Each nmoming Lhere are
ugues of wrilish o people InguaTiag
s wmilifure

ohserver on Salurday summed up the mass migration of’ refugees

| Lahosg o1 Amritsar, Globe s apecial
& TR H oTe H gof 3 cbrrespondesit. Jouad - ok ‘e 1 T o A ..
6 ey hie asserilon:” with the scant cunso-
first
pumber ol armed men

n the party a8 well ad Wie (WO males
copnmuna. disturbances.” Theére are
Service men: and officers anxiousiy
s for-various Dominions ™
milibe ] what arrangc-

S —

|
fovsr. tm

‘Limited only by the availability of the victims’

By the third week of August there was complete anarchy in the
Punjab. ‘Not a day passes when the outrages of yesterday are outdone.. . .
the blood bath in the western sides of the border rivals in fierceness and
intensity on the east. In rural areasit is limited only by the
availabilty of victims. (CMG August 26, 1947)

Vb s "~ - i

U e
“l.w ol -'.i'? R

L
a1

U Hfeer e it ufdaT i X sedl e | @ §
HE IRER g EWa a5 & SUINT & (@ &- He, 719, derniedi | R
el & wict # faferd qenie el fom e & wifeh T8 ekt 7l W
W 9 v o | (femdat 7% fewd) - ’

A Muslim convoy moving to the west (Pakistan). Note b
how families are using every possible mode to move- - s
camels, donkeys, bullock carts. Even though the ~¢ ;

military escort does not appear in the photograph, suc
convoys were heavily guarded 3
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'Sfaerd &1 Gl T RIHia0l ; 3MRe 3R gfam
3ThiehT & Ufcgrfaes TG § ST

‘6reatest Irek in History : Surpassing the
historic treks in America and South Africa’

-

givgIfae il % @ difedt & @ U ue 4@ wrar o1 a4t 92t a1 U ded geE & g
Tew & R ST o gan | fir W ardh i IR eftarl & ura ged ey 9|

‘One of the many victims of communal rioting : A bandaged boy of a
Sikh caravan resting by the roadside during a halt. Wounds to the head
with staffs and sharp edged weapons were the most common. ‘Surpas

THE g9 & UF o [Gafae &l
siT S R SRR e
oTa &l 3R & T I §¢
fow | e vigd g+ 4
rager 1947 RfSes wiet
ST Q1 GH A 7% fjeet)
‘Self appointed of the

. Caravan : Mounted Sikhs
armed with spears escorting
., 3 their women along the road
to East Punjab’

"7 WX § IS T 7R e Yty & WY gRe & ferg it
YSTE i TE W 8% W UF 8w uRar |

‘Uprooted from their home and with a few possessions, fleeing to the 5 = v -

safety of the east Punjab : A Sikh family on the road’ T g % O o R st ot 9 IR R 3 7 g v 4 30 ag ma: ot g R
FOTELeE TigH =91 4 gea 1947 fefSed wiel snwiges T wH 1A 7 fEeett)

‘Part of a long column of human misery which moved slowly across country
towards the East Punjab: Sikhs on the March!

Sy AE g@ @l B an Misery

gel
—Q'ﬁ‘@'a‘ it REE ry: A Long Col_l_n_nﬂ

‘Greatest Trek in HlStO

‘s STk gfeor st A Yftrefae wmiaRor $it e # aR FRar gan Wa & \ie it aem J it @ uw Frat
(ZTEEeE vigA =9 1 IFTa, 1947, RfSed wel swizes (uHuATs, 7 fieett)

‘Surpassing in magnitude the Historic treks in America and South
Africa: A Caravan of Sikhs in search of freedom from fear’
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ST S e §7-‘|LQ|T 3 §ﬁ'q1 T ﬁ?ﬂ FOOT CONVOYS IVIOVIVG

’I‘OWARDS JINDIA
‘Refugees on the Move : SRS

Plight has Shocked the World | REW’}_RI CLEAR - OF MUSLIM
. RFFUGRES

“Amilitary spokésman sald on-F Friday. that more nor-\flushm foot
convays are movingZowards India: Column No 20, now-:64,550 strony
‘Wi 1349 bus lock<arts, is“moving fowards - Manga. This colamn
hau _been j(\l"lf:d by anmh°r ‘convoy of, 5,000 from Nankana Sihlb

At Manga." . Colpmin® No “19, ¥50,000
[ttmm is vexpected _to. join Column
“No.#20 bafore. “moving . inty - India.
Columin No 2], nearly 60.000 ‘sirong,
nassed Bal.lom Head  on: Oetober 22
Column- Mo £2; nearlie 30,060 strocg,”
p:.ueu the!| nea"works on Thursday.

" A nop-Muslim- féot conyoy, 15,400
strong, “has ~arrived” at -Tandlianwzla
tom - Awagaty and” anuther columtj,
, 25000 s:mng has arrivad at. Amsat

W Lfrom” Marwala. . = =

g fe=m, 26 fadey, 1947
The Tribune September 26, 1947

wdf oTE & IR H: 9 geR ¥ g @ FeEik 9 @ & et
IRUNTAET it el AR & Uah W - HehH derel |

‘On the way to the east Punjab: a heavily-laden bullock cart in a s &1 ga e (e, 7 feeh)
long column of refugees whose plight has shocked the world’ Another face of Partition (PIB, New Delhi)

- R \ ~Aloys To
Karachi to Lahore: A First Hand Account 00000 Hmdus pement Of o eacked B
J

| t
aspur Distt- Incident _
| e AP BEEOVERED

- '_ e “m\m ms‘i

g fe=m, 26 fadey, 1947
" The Tribune September 26, 1947

@l g W gad gg
" (e, 7 fee)

Walking the long
journey (PIB, New
Delhi)

| TEE S % T 9T U Hoad |
A sturdy Sikh on his way to India

!
e el o e b i, B s e EGAT HIT &1 T
TIfERET SR R % HHTad Te SHaat § ugeH aredt wRonfid § 5 et |
‘With a human load closely packed in every corner of the compartments, and -_w: " MlleStoneS Of Horror !

passengers perched precariously on the roof, an easy target for attack : trains of
refugees arriving at Amritsar, border town of Pakistan and India’
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World History’s Most Brutal Violence

... yetitis the brutality and sadism of a kind that had never been
seen earlier that pushed into irrelevance everything else. . . . For
most it was an inferno of horror and death, . . . impossible to
comprehend . .. The character of the violence had changed . ..
making it impossible for people to continue living together . .. no
earlier riots had caused people to permanently leave their homes on

a massive scale.
Hansen, Partition & Genocide; also for similar reports
Rosenbeger, Keesings Contemporary Archives A 9049-52

(NMML).

HR A TRl il W ST

HETHAT et

GATE o faoTei &1 digt 3o+ fafors
3 | 519 aeg @ el & U geT
g Fo T a1 fSg R aiefisit = off fewoft
&t oY | Ueh AGER &t UTAAT & 916 T i
YIS e gU S7aid 3THR 3R 9 &
o STEE 3T St 3R S STehfud
fraT 37 e s Sl AleTETett 37K
feeett & oft g o1 fos anfik wonfaq &1 @
TRE &l TS B & YA # SHare 3G |
Igi4 3 o o o &=t ol |
Fit TR Y Aeg el B 3RS U HY
Tod A1 R’ 1 e e & (Hiest, 2
qGER, 1947) | 919 g SLERT g, @redn
Sictst, ITHAER (HITASH, 16 3EER,
1947) |

The rich left the poor behind : Gandhi

The manner in which the burden of Punjab’s partition in its various dimensions ‘fell to
the share of the poor; was something that even Gandhi commented upon. Addressing the
post-prayer gathering on November 1, he drew attention to the unhealthy gap between the
rich and poor and said he had noticed even in Noakhali as also in Delhi that the rich managed
to flee from affected areas, leaving the poor behind. He wondered why the rich never helped the
poor and why they ‘do not sink and swim toghether. (CMG., November 2, 1947). Also Darbara
Singh, Khalsa College Amritsar (CMG Oct. 16, 1947).

v fo frar &t 3 3 Ipe awi gEg e @al Fdl §
These two classic photos of the migrating Sikh peasantry tell the tragic story.
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Prime Minister Nehru left Speechless

el o3 a5 € s T 3 T Y g o o @ iR

Their skills as tillers of the soil re-wrote the agrarian history of India
As the violence took on an unprecedented turn,
Prime Minister Nehru and Pakistan’s Prime
Minister Liaquat Ali undertook a joint tour to
appeal for peace on August 30, 1947. During this
tour they came face to face with the true nature of
the tragedy and suffering of the ordinary. It was
also during this tour that they Prime Minister
Nehru left Speechless A Sikh convoy at rest
encountered the largest foot convoy of refugees
recorded in history, stretching over 60 mile long,
and comprising almost 300,000 people, mostly
distraught, suffering, injured and angry Sikhs.
It so happened that Nehru’s Convoy stopped on
the road from Okara to Montgommery to watch a
three mile-long section of a convoy of battered
people, mostly Sikhs who had survived the
Sheikhpura massacre pass by. The Hindustan
Times staff reporter Durga Das (later editor of the
paper) who was with Nehru’s team reported that
Nehru was deeply moved by the plight . The report
said that the people in the convoy were attracted by
the vehicles and armed escort of the team but
showed little interest in Nehru himself, to the
extent that it appeared they may not even have
recognized him. When Nehru wanting to show
his concern, asked a family where they were from,
an old ‘rustic’ woman counter questioned the
Prime Minister : “if you wanted to partition
Punjab why did you not arrange for the exchange
of population earlier—see what misery has come
on us’. The report noted that Nehru did not
answer. He stood still almost dazed. It was after a
few minutes that Prime Minister Liaquat Ali
crossed the road and held Prime Minister Nehru'’s
hand to walk him back to the car. The huge
convoy was escorted by Gurkha and Dogra troops
and able-bodied Sikhs most of whom were carrying
kirpans and spears. (HT September 4, 1947)

S & fRET 3 us eryayd A forar vurd deE
3R uTferEard & weaTHet ferared arelt 7 wifa &t
3TdTel oA & felq 30 3WTE, 1947 &l & G
SR foRaT | 39 3R & SRM 3= WIYRT AT &6
agt 3R Uil & anRdfde UHd I AIHHR
e 38 R & RW & 3= sfoew 7 g9
RO & Tad 9 Ugd Hifthel & $6€ g¢ Sil 60
et T 21fre oraT o7 3T SHH AT 300,000 AN
miHa ¥, foad S g, difed, g 31k
wifaa f&E 9

T g3l o narwdl Ag€ @1 Hifthell T 9
AISMHA STt 986 UR UKierd alll o, orgH
STGIAY WEYRT Y8R § &9 gQ 4@ 9, o« &
FIhe & q@Eq & foIg 2 1| fege™ esm
ww RO g™ (918 H oTWaR & 4uies), Sil
48€ &t 11 & @Y 4, 9 fqie § gqran {6 A€ 39
goxT & agd faafera &1 o & g1 man ¢ &
Fifthel H HIS]g AT ATl TR S & TRIEd &I
§ i gU 9, Af Age § o0 e fgars,
Tl e o Q9T eita gia & foh Igid 3w Ugarn ot
Tel BT | 59 AgE A vt fHar femrht @ ok
U IRER § go1 % 98 Fel § 9 df OF 81 gerdt
Higel A T9HE! I ufaus foear : ‘gfg ey use
&1 fTAUTS AT 9T8d O O 31U Ugel ST49aT &
SMGH-TgH &t FaeIT 1 gl di- U g7 T8
&g g 3N a1 g |' e & wher man B fF e A
DIE STaTE gl fodT | ag a9 We @e @ | 5O 2l
el & 91 uuTHd! fearea Tt 4 g% UR &t
3R IYTHeT A8E & Y Thed 3¢ dUd TR
I ugardan | faxme Ffther @1 TRET TR SR
afert ofik Horga &t gro erRfea fomar mar o,
S @ arferesre uTor o7k W forg g & (Tae,
4 f8dER, 1947) |

‘wwﬁaﬁﬁm - ' |
__ASikh convoy at rest - -

\i it s . 3 s, "‘;a'
"Itf S “ - + }ﬁ - o W
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The Peasant and his Livestock

Livestock and animal husbandry were inter-
woven in a peasants life in the Punjab. In the
foreground one can note the armed men. The
faces are covered due to the dust that the convoys
raised. More importantly a note also needs to be
made of the great effort that was involved in
bringing along the cattle and bullocks. Clearly
they are under fed and starved - to the tiller of the
soil they retain their value and importance. You
can see bullocks, cows, buffaloes, donkeys,
camels, horses.

ustTe # foRaT & Sftas & uxree TR ux[aTe Uah- g
§ S8 gU o | YEfH A G=Ed Rl @l g@T ST gehdl

© | HIfthel GRT ISTE 7T Yol & e @ g¢ & | 394 Rt
Heaqul a1d 9g ¢ foh 7afe ofik sei &t a1y & |
&l TS STEIYROT Agad I i &9 39 &l ST&d ¢ |
WY ¥Y § 3¢ HH AR 7R 9T W1 S §- €a
ST arett & foig @ areft oft ger o7k Agw @d ¢ |
39 S, T, 99, 719, Fe, 9e 3@ Tahd ¢ |

oy, '4- -._ "l 5 ."'-
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RO &1 SarTH 37 fRifer
Movement of hefugees and (amps

2GR # Ioie 7R esgywdt & TRomef % Lo ﬂ ﬂ
Refugees from the Punjab and The NWFP in Haridwar ﬁ. TIT
| 3 e e oo ® o< 12 f&&er, 1947 ot midisit 3 S Afeg

& BT g foha STgl gl HHerATl 3 I
@I fomaT | &5 AT A TR &t foheera &t
o fRrepraa &t | U Hitem afgen, S e & &
| et o R3S 1947 379+ gfcr o6t @t foar o, = st d Fer a1 fh
| ]1:)96;1;1 Railway Station, October aﬁé_ ﬁﬁ%ﬂ@mquﬁm
o e e o) (S 11 R, 1947)
| aﬁ'ﬂ N@- 13 fader & faeett fohe & 31T <l efuet | feR T
T TR o1 e RO H e T ¢ R g 7 oftwor
*’5;, ] @ e S R e A Fomde & dg @
- U 9591 Wl SIS A @t geT o o, S HEs |
o 9 3T AT |

ern

Gandhi in Jama Masjid

On September 12, 1947, Gandhi visited
the Jama Masjid area where he was
received by thousands of Muslims. Many
complained of the shortage of rations. A
Muslim woman who had recently lost
her husband was reported to have told

eI § foeefl deh w7Tu &Y ¥ek 37X erd &wr | g fofax 3R Gandhi that no Muslim had wanted this
ITETE SfEat Af | 379 & AGRR &l TWER A Aol g ot 4t g7 kind of Pakistan (CMG Sept. 11, 1947)

& W19 I B! 3SR Hidl-al # & F© =AY J i fawaa Delhi was again in flames on
Y| oS M W emARU A Fgai T M US § fF FQ uRay  September 13. A report said some
I YT q YRRAT H I g 1 qAETr fGhar | oer-sidt Muslims had fired from a mosque on
EQQ'EITFQEZﬁ'{ aiies nfafafer, @ﬁ% TSI, Toolt & 3, some passerby in Faiz Bazar and the
1 40 R gew R, ai ofk Rew o o | ofeemen 3 2f6@ Was soon in flames. A massive
DIt faarg aﬁ; TERIeT & BIe-SBI2 HEl B TR | BIE-SIE riot broke out in Daryaganj. The same
SR @ oft <t geherar S S el 3 39 | day the police was reported to have also

recovered from Nizamuddin a box of
guns which came by train from Bombay.
In nearby Kahr village (12 miles from

Bahadurgarh, Haryana), a massive mob
Virtually every town and railway station from Lahore to  of 25000 attacked a Muslim village.

Delhi had such camps and temporary settlements. Most of  Fortunately a disaster was averted by a
these were not approved by the government. In course of  courageous unit of troops who had been
time they grew into small unauthorised colonies and some assigned to protect the village (CMG
even into townships. Even today such townships abound  gept. 14, 1947)

with stories of how families rebuilt their lives from scratch.
Petty commercial and trade activity, small eaetries,
vegetable carts, small scale retailing, tongaand rickshaws
were common work. Women took to petty tailoring and
small handicrafts. From small townships also grew and

A Typical Refugee Settlement

emerged stories of great success.
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el & gftem zifore S0
Muslim Tranit Camps in Delhi

feeen # Ua qieem 3o fRifay,
S arfeeier sreeng fAardt o S
feeet & 3M9-I & &l fasve
TeTTid, TiHIUd, A3 § 370 9
3R el Hl SIS N 31T ¥ |
feeett 3T ek & sia g areit
fawry 241 & o<t g # U8 uRer
gfgH uiferear 9 T |

A Muslim refugee camp
at Delhi. Most of the
temporary residents
here were those that
had fled their homes and
huts from the regions
around Delhi particularly
Gurgaon, Sonipat,
Meerut. A large number
of such families moved
out into West Pakistan by
the special trains that ran
between Delhi and
Lahore.

T e & gean & o gebg g :
fegeett & 17 1@ gueHH, fRifaw § vaw &t
e X 18 &, STel 89l Uedt & 2 ST

gl

‘Assembling at the Purana Kila for
safety: Muslims fleeing from New
Delhi await admittance to the
camp, where thousands are
already gathered’
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- T fRifaR g1 uedi 6t Aee) &t T aTelt GXRi g fh
T WFGR TATE 7R Tgd & Ui & | gieifos, gt gaft
9 Uoh-gar R R & Jeree o 19 A1 g &1 3R
TR | YPTER, gaT 3R 3myfadl &t =i, Afgenat @
AR, IRONIT &l GfSd €9 & Fe ot daiar o
(879 15 FER, 1947) | ARAR TR-FEerAM AR I
31Ty fegatt iR farat 3 aaman o uRfeafiar faraet o of
(3 3=, 15 o/, 1947) | dftede Fnd qed
FHifera I FATe 7 e fRifar &t 2e & ferg g
ferar T o1 | I foran: "Sdl SHaRl St dig Ed 9,

i o T foreht T 3 | o FRIRR 3 WY 1R e @, W
Resettlement A & forg.. (eifge Sty Aud, dex Bk ey LT
TSI dhfsat ) |

Camps that were also the symbols of the stupendous effort and relief that was put in by the
cash-starved governments of both sides. Both sides, of course, accused each other of not giving
attention to the management of the camps. There were stories of corruption, theft of medicine
and supplies of trading in women, of organized looting of refugees (Dawn Oct. 15, 1947),
Hindus and Sikhs who came from the Lyallpur non-Muslim camp gave accounts of how bad
things were. (The Tribune, Oct. 15, 1947) Lt. Col. Lewis Collinson was assigned to protect the
Muslim camp at Karnal. He noted : ‘inmates lived like animals - with no sanitation
whatsoever. People preyed around the camp, often to kill but mostly to sell chappatis at
exhorbitant rates . . | (Lloyd Jones Papers Centre for South Asian Studies Cambridge)
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The Kurukshetra Camp

The government had planned the camp at
Kurukshetra as a kind of semi-permanent
holding point for the refugees. It was from here that
they were expected to move to permanent places of
residence and work. Several organisations like the
Tata School of Social Sciences, Bombay, the
Marwari Relief Society and the Rama Krishna
Mission helped in managing the camp. Maj. Gen.
Nathi Singh was the camp commandant. It was
spread over 9 sq. miles and even had a 142
temporary bed hospital. It was a mini city. The
camp was known as the ‘Mazdoor Manzil.

Life in the camps was difficult and anger against
government officers burst out frequently. With all
its effort the government could not control the rate
of death in the camp. Cholera was the major killer.
Rampant corruption was reported in the
distribution of food and supplies. On the western
side over 1000 deaths had been reported from the
Kasur Camp (near Lahore) by September as a
result of cholera alone. Among those who visited
the Kurukshetra camp were Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, Acharaya Kriplani and Vinoba
Bhave. Mahatma Gandhi had even recorded a
speical radio message for the inmates of the camp.

Pakistan Camps

‘unnoticed by their well off brethren whose
heaters have overloaded the Lahore electric supply
system, thousands have died on frozen floors of
camps and open pavements. (CMG, December
24, 1947). Close to 20,000 people had died of
cholera in West Punjab alone, and another 5,000
were dying of other diseases on a weekly basis.
(Ghazanfar Ali Khan, Inside Pakistan, pp.257-8.)

Walton Refugee Camp Lahore

The Walton Refugee Camp for Muslims going into
West Punjab from the East, was planned to house
1,30,000 people. On September 11, it had 1,42,606
inmates. It was certainly one of the better-run
camps. It had 200 people managing it. Every
refugee on arrival was given an identity card,
adequate daily rations were given to expectant
mothers. The biggest problems were sanitation

~ and disease.

TR 3 Feaa § RN & fog fRfax 6t arsr
Ueh dig & JY-WTE o & 9 | 418 off | 9l 9
% TS e TR 1 & = 9R S Fi 3HiG
FH TE gt| clel Wha % §IRd ggds], gWs,
ARaTe! fefte dramaet &R THewr fwE S8 @3
Tired] 4 RIfoR & Ua9q § Agg &l | A9 AL AT
g U wAfee & | Ig 9 a7 Hial H el gam 1 3iiR
ggi I fob 3H 142 3rears fors?l arer sreddrer ot
g7 | Ig Ueh Dlel ¥eL 91| 349 fRfax = '"eige #fSre’
& €Y H ST ST o7 |

el & Sfraa &feq a1 3R et afvwiial &
faelT® 4T SR Be USdl U7 | YR 394 daHTH
Il & Frasg RIfeR # e @ Fafaa T8
Fehl | &7 THE ST U7 | Hioi 31k emyfa & feraeor
F 98 99 R YEER & gaar o | ufgm f v
R d% HYX FU (ATER & UTg) T &1 & BRI
1,000 ¥ 319 &1l 6t d@ia dt ga-r fFet ot
FHead RIS &1 IRT e ATl § FITHe! STargLand
8%, MO FUAT MR faiten a9 | FgreAr it
7 fRifar & fAarfaal & forg e foxiy Ifeat gew «ft

fiente femar o7 |

grferear fRife

'3UH qUF MISAl g Aesigr, e ged A
ATeR fasTell mgfa woref! @i sfiavets & foar &,
fRifed} iR Gl Heuwrdi & STH g ™ W §oRI AX
Q' (HtaHEst, 24 68T, 1947) | 3tere afyt goime
H o7 § HId 20,000 AT A 77T & 37T 3717 5,000
AT WiTige SMYR U 3= Sl § AT 3@ 9
(TSR Al WH, FTHIZS  Uifeard, Wi
257-8)1257-8)

giee geomdf ffaw aER

g4 § UfgA USTE # S arel gHeHrdl & fod afeed
omeff fAfeR & 1,30,000 @00 & T@ &t Irerar ot |
11 fdsR =1 389 1,42,606 @7 4| 9g Hf9a €9 9
SR Hdlield Rl # & Tep 9T | ST TG99 200 T
&3 g 3 | MTHA IR Ude IR &l Us Ugar--9d (a1
T o1, Mefadt Araret & uare &fF e = fom o |
Y S gHET TWodl 3R R ot |
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Deaths in the Kurukshetra Camp

fofad & gom

Cholera in the camps

gfagE 9 | UHEE 91 59 &, d@t. [,
Rd 3R YA Hellt § gH &l 5 A96X 1947
31X 24 STat 1948 & ditar Foara fRifar 7 7
aTel STl et ST o a1 A god fomdT | T dXw
Foad & RO IR 3R gud & el &
gt RIf 1 U q19 w@aR gl ©IH R g
Hidl & qerTes 3Tl & aR § gadL ged
el g 791 91| Igd 3Mihe chael GSitgd
YRONTR § § 9 | areafaes Hid agd 31 of |

It was Question Hour in the Constituent
Assembly when K.C. Neogy, Minister
Relief and Rehabilitation, informed the
House of the number of people who
had died in the Kurukshetra camp
between November 5, 1947 and January
24, 1948. The House was stunned into
silence when it heard of the comparative
figures of deaths that had taken place in
the Refugee Camp at Kurukshetra on the

e one hand and all the camps of Delhi put

together on the other. The figures cited
were only from amongst the registered
inmates. The actual deaths were much
higher.
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A scene of spread of Cholera in Refugee camps

AR

T UR At T foega gaE @ ot |
ek o Ua (THfEges) I @i R
H g T 2 fF i e Iuas
Tl &, wfeh AR, HR AR Gerra!
& fRifad & 5,000 & few Afem
YRR &t 99T &€ & HIRoT Al &
TS ot

Lahore
The story was of course the same

across the border. An Associated
Press report from Lahore said that
while exact figures were not
available, over 5,000 people,
Muslim refugees, had died because

of intense cold in the camps of
ki " Lahore, Kasur and Sulemankhi.
SR RIS # #: e ok e
DEATHS IN REFUGEE CAMPS—KURUKSHETRA AND DELHI
Cause of Daath Delhi (all camps) Kurukshetra
1 Dec. 1947 to 5 Feb. 1948 5 Nov. 1947 to 24 January
Choleranil nil 98
Dysentery Small pox nil 547
‘ ni . Dysentery Small pox 1 288
ok Dysentery Small pox 82 2,288
Other diseases Total 83 3,221
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The Camps and their Management : Corruption

‘Sloth Muddle and ‘Red Tapism’

As things had began to settle down The Tribune
started a debate on the lines that many of the
problems could have been avoided if a more
pragmatic view had been taken of the situation in
Punjab by senior leaders in Delhi. Two editorials
followed each other within a couple of days, which
tried to explain the reasons for the chaos and
anarchy that had prevailed in East Punjab. ‘Sloth
and Muddle in East Punjab’ was the title of the first:
‘why are we witnessing sloth and muddle in East
Punjab...in this post upheaval? It is not our
intention to criticize our present cabinet...It has an
indifferent master in New Delhi... when the top
most leaders took the liberation movement to the
highest pitch and raised the cry of quit India
they...did not know how to turn the victory to the
advantage of the teeming millions. They still do not
know how to do it. Those ICS, IPS and IES officers
who continue to pay more attention to the creases
on their trousers than their work or indulge in red
tapism must be sacked on the spot’ (The Tribune,
November 19, 1947.)

camp.

TR

33101 & foi Sie S 37deq fRifer (Agik) 71 <t ag a9t Are & @M T
Ueha Y SR &30 T8 1Y 37 fewoft <hY: 'ferenfua &t @ g
13U, g BHN & ol To9 & HgH gl &, (FTTHES 7 999, 1947) |

IPANDIT NEHRU’S FIRST
VISIT TO KURUKSF ;

"An appeall.to do away with rancour and bitlerness ml' made

by Pandit Nehyu addressing a large gathering of refugees on Thurs-
day at Kuruk

turned out to hear the Prime Minister.
panied the Pr.irnc Minister on the latter’s first visit to Kurukshetra

g, STSTawT 3R ATAhaTRITE

SI9-SiE el sgaferd g o, g fisga 9 39 YR
R U& g4 (€ &l o afg foeelt & afkg daresi g
gore & fRfa & R A o1f9e sgragiie eff@
STUATAT ST ol s THETS § T ST bl 9T | B
& gl & R ©& & 915 U, gl qUIGHIa HhIRd
frg o) fSrgd gdf gome # o sregawn &R
IRSTHAT & HION HI AT Hl IR &t 773 oF |
Ugd YUIGhIa 1 X o1 'gdf yoe # g efiR
YT : 'gH Yl IolTe H gt TR LT Y §@
W® ©... T g 3YA-JYdA & 9Ig g g? IaAM
$faae &t AT S & AR ST T4l 8.... 13
fgeetl # SUH U deH 7% §.... 9 WaH Ad0T0]
qfet arigie &l Seaad &R U & 7Y TR 9Rd Siel
&1 AT fEA1..... I8 Tl UaT O7 o aral ATl & 19y &
ferg fasra =t o Hie ga1 1 @ 3ot oft w1 st fp
qg HE HTA ¢ | § LT, LAY iR ELq™
N ST 31U A T Tfe 379 Yol o shisl UX
S 4T SR T@d ¢ a1 derhiarerel # foe €, 32
Tt IR € F@iEd @ fgan s Tfge (5 s, 19

qqeY, 1947) |

etra., Most of the population of the camp of 200,000
Mr Vinoha Bhave acc

' .

" llpll. diMculties”, Pandit Nehru
said, “l am convl that India will
forge its way to the front,rank in the
comlit of nations. We are 'deter-
mined to see that every national of
Indian has & home and a job and. that
&werty becomes a thing nf the past.

hen, however, ‘1 refer to the great-
ness that India should echieve | speak
of its moral &nd spiritual greatness.
We have uced some greal spiri- '
tualists who won the homage of the
world, Ehey symbolized Indin's
enius and greatness. As long as we

ST 9 U Trea @i off & forar o1, foraH Igran @ g e, 23

ollowed the path (ndicated by them
India remained an independent and

FEE 0 BV H 18 A1 29U ST g4 ¢ | fie TR A areaa A
YRONTIT ot g 9T g1 &g e o o 3iik ufgedt uoime & gfeem
yRonfea & gy & vawr ¥ oft ufdery o fear an

Lahore

When Jinnah visited the Walton camp (Lahore) for example,
he was surprised to see the vast amounts of food being cooked
and remarked : ‘Evacuees must work, they are not state guests
for all time, (CMG Nov. 7, 1947) Jinnah had even started a relief
fund, which attacted generous donations - by October 23 the
fund had collected Rs. 18,00,000. The Sind government had in
fact stopped the free feeding of refugees and had banned the
entry into Sind of even Muslim refugees from West Punjab.

‘Only old people, children and those ill and decrepit should be exempted from labour in
the camps. Otherwise every one who drew free rations from the camps should be made to

prosperous country. Let us revive
those traditions of moral and spiritual
greatness again,”

Pandit Nehru said that the refug=e
problemn had taxed the Government's
resources to the full The refugees
themselves should come forward to
share the burden. They should not
remain unemployed and be a burden
on the natien., Enterprise and initia-
tive on the part of each one of them
was needed., Lakhs of rupees were
being spent on refugee camps every-
day but these campt could not possi-
bly become a permanent feature of
Ingdia’'s national life, He, however,
found that many of them were not
even prepared (o contribute their
share in the social work of the camp.
11 was, of course, the duty of the
Government to plan large-scale re-
habilitation on land, in trades and
industries oul till such time as they
dispersed from the camps they should
do everything possible to add to the
wealth of the nation. National wealth
did not imply production of gold and
silver. They could certainly produce
consumer goods through small cottage
industries, Only old pt-uf)lm children
and those ill and decrepit should be |
exempied from labouy In the camps.
Otherwise every one who drew free
rations from the camps should be
matle to work for it.

Work For Ratlons

The Prime Minister revealed that

the Covernment proposed to establish
the practice in all East Punjab camps
that every imnate should be made to
work for his rations, He said that

those who had already started works
ing in the camps would receive prior-
ily for absorption in the econnmy of
the eountry, These remarks applied
to white collared professions as well,
teachers,

guch as those of lawyers,
M

work for it! Nehru. ete
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Faces of Partition
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Hedett, feett & e g R (Trgrgge)
A camp near Mehrauli, Delhi (NMML)

T 1 HHaY & H ek IR, 7 el (Grgmgags)
A camp at the Humayun Tomb area - New Delhi (NMML)
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poald S 31fde Grifed R ok et & oo fRifadl & sremar ¥ ydf vorme ik Geett & emg-ur o<t g &
Bl fRifer & | fieeht ok 3ue 319, urg Uifehear ST aTelt Jfec STmard! & fRifaw e @o’i ot S g gfHer
=yl R fRId & | {98 o TR-JHeH Ui § aTg S S99 gHel ST 3TIgIU & IR gUY 34T aig YRa d

e SITd 9T HHTHTA! @l Wt IaT1 &l Jhd o1 UeT |

Apart from the more organized camps such as Kurukshetra and some of the camps in Delhi there were
a large number of smaller camp all over East Punjab and around Delhi. In and around Delhi, camps for
the Muslim population that was on the move to Pakistan were located at select sites in view of the
security hazards that were involved. Just as non-Muslims were the victims of attacks and abductions on
their way out of Pakistan the Muslims on their way out of India too suffered as much.

_samad

m Camp-) agadh’

(PIB, New Delhi ) Note the women tending her injured feet. A Muslim family while on the move to Pakistan.

Mugli

TgdTd fadgl, ISTuTe, al Usid, SFet (BRAT0T) & 98 JEe@ i o o] @y 7Y RifeR 7 |
3 UT gRaR 4 ST 119.U1E & 71ial & 91T 317 & | gdf UeTay feeett TR T & o feedt |

Ofec Ui o U JeT fRET 1948 & 07 deh GHIST &l 74T AT | STel b it Siifaa &, 3waiq

OETAT! ol aTgt = ST o forg Troh foam o1 | 3= g8 erdiel Wik W uriud gfeer romdt

fRifar & &t ot | TauTe fead) & |1y a8 TER U U8 g it &, [ 7 ST @t thaer foar o
(Rewad 19 SHad, 1919) |

Chandu Lal Trivedi, Governor, East Punjab at a Camp set up for Muslims near Jagadhri (Haryana).
These were families who had fled from their adjoining villages. A major part of the Muslim
exodus out of East Punjab, Delhi and parts of Rajasthan had fizzled out by about the middle of
1948. As long as Gandhi was alive he had persuaded the Muslims not to move out. He had made
this appeal particularly at the Panipat Muslim refugee camp. This photograph is of one such group
who had decided not tojv_‘{f Statesman January 19, 1949)
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Hfgaretl U fauTeH & yw9E
Partition and Women

‘Sexual molestation was

deliberately
used in order to emphasize both
the vulnerability of the
community and the incapability - ‘It must be clearly understood that the
of men as protectors. . . while atrocities committed on Hindu, Sikh and
destroying people's living places Muslim women - indeed, if there was any {
and places of worship the balance it was in the beastly behaviour of
violence followed an altogether the men on both sides who tried to outdo
new rationale. . . The each other in what they did to the women ;-
perpetrators wanted not only to of the ‘other side. (Tanwar, Reporting the
remove physical presence but Partition of Punjab ) |
cultural as well. (Hansen, R e s g
Partition & Genocide) .
Abduction and Recovery

HIGR Ul i YUl AT Siad) § i i 713 : L ok
Sardar Patel’s Appeal ‘Man Fallen Lower Than Beasts: Man Fallen Lower Than

Restore Abducted Women And Children® = 7
Restore Abducted Women And
‘Man Fallen Lower Than Beasts : Restore Abducted Women And Children

Children’ NEW DELHI, Feb. 20.—Sardar Vallabhbhai Fatel;

|- Deputy Prime Minister, broadcasting racently in saninec.

< i tion with the “Restore Women and Children Week,"
NEW DELHI, Feb. 20.-Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, Deputy Prime | mae s ervent aopoal foc the resoration of bucted

' women.

Minister, broadcasting recently in connection with the "Restore .
Women and Children Week," made a fervent appeal for the
restoration of abducted women. =

Sardar Patel said: T am taking this opportunity of adding a few words _
to the powerful appeals which have already been made on behalf of & ;i >

Hotiidven; whe hay
| te m  their t

¢ither the maered name of ol
h might Lave bee

I -
i, invoked

€

the thousands of distressed women. who have been forcibly torn from
their kith and kin, and subjected to most inhuman indignities and |;
violence. Even the law of the jungle does not countenance such
insensate wrongs. -
When I think of the sorrowful plight and miserable sufferings of |
these mothers and sisters, my heart fills with distress and grief.
desolate and ruined-all these have been uprooted from their natural
surroundings and placed by the cruel hands of frenzied criminals into |-
conditions of existence which shame humanity and all the virtues and ' i these | '
qualities which go to make God's own creature-man. To rescue them 1, ' o bl | o
from these living conditions and restore them to their original o T
environments is, therefore, an essential mission if men's reputation is
to be rehabilitated as that of human beings. Failure in this mission

would mean that we are not fit to face the bar of human history and
must go down to the future ages as those who degraded humanity to
depths lower than those of beasts.

(The Tribune, Feb 21, 1947)

HIE HIAT & AT

.7 o 1 ufde A forgeT IgiA 39 STl St SIS 37 o forg angre faam g 3fik A € ufdreny,
Ui a1 e ol 301, e 3= AR T @1, & HRU1 &3t 37 Fdhed! ol WATIR il HH FHLA hl
AT Sl ST Hehell § | haet IHTaTY 31X fohT 77T TTetdt Sl ot GURAT & 38 9 79 it St
UG T el & |

Wrecks of Human Civilization

... Neither the sacred name of religion, which might have been invoked by them in perpetrating
these wrongs, nor the desire for vengeance, retaliation or plunder which might have actuated them,
can Story of India’s Partition - 1947 ever be pleaded in extenuation of the enormity of their
misdeeds. Only repentance and restoration of the wrong committed can bring them back into the
fold of normal human beings.
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‘Trace Out And Restore Abducted Women
Future of Country and Nation At Stake’

MORE THAN 12,000
ABDUCTED WO IEN'
NOW RECOVERED

Reporls -recetved from East Funiab:
regarding the. recovery of uzbducted
women mdfcatie that from December
6 to.May -8, the number of Musiim
women trecovered  from East Punjab’
and Eas{ Punjabh Statez is 8,088, Non-
Muslim women recovered from West-
ern Pakistan number 4.091.

The Statesman May 18, 1948
"The Hindu and Muslim communities
have vied with each other in the worst
orgies of violence. I have seen a well where
women with their children 107 in all threw
themselves to save the honour. In another
place, a place of worship, fifty young
women were killed by their menfolk for
the same reason. I have seen heaps of
bones in a house where 307 persons,
mainly women and children were driven,
locked up and burnt alive by the invading
mob..." (Acharaya Kriplani, Congress
President, cited R.C. Majumdar, The
History & Culture of the Indian People,
Vol. XI, p.781)

--mx-uu :nn‘-;-'- b~ {
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LA WOSTPON ING Tﬂﬂ nGONY
) 'f.L; The Euth!lgx;dzd me;
o | Syadicate  hay to Tt

s § the oxaminations of thnpn“ m
This{ candidazes . It s really oo?

: [ : aslas a sh‘:fli to th;*ose amdmts whu
éﬁ;mdmmtattmd&retnmg g somt
,;-j M to tecover’ these un-{ meses 1 vari our livelihood,  after
lnrp having taken the examinsijons,

scabed | that the But now.

i

'restoving abducted wonsen.

- What ludxltlpphld 0 dndia
©d Pakistan ia the recent past
was cnough te digrece the name
of any country specidlly of 'this
sub-continent ‘whose people ‘had
the reputation of beisg men of
peaca, said Dr. lhanrin Prssad.
Abducting a woinsn dmng & period
of unrest was a great sin but not
resto that “wnman even when
peace was established was a much
greater sic.. It was deeided to hold
this woek s¢ thnat the abdueted
woemen conld be bteeed out in
both the dominions and sent back
to their homu end people, and
the Co President hoped that
all ible help and co-operation
would be fui't]l:commq from the
publie,

Women had always held a place
of bonour in the Indian social life
and what bad bappenad recently
was w coiuplete negation of their

future of the country depended on
how they would - treat
wora:h and bow much respect they
would show them. * If wemen of
India are not given due respect,
it would only mean ruin of the
couutry atd the ‘pation” Dr,
‘Rajendra Prasad -said.

He appealed to the people to
work for this cause with honesty
of purpose and help in restozing all
abducted women irrespective of
the community ur province to

which they belonged.—A.P.L

lotet-Deosinién Machinefy';
" ReSUp

‘Fnture@f @wm ml Sl A St;ike

_ ——;‘.’q;oﬂ Baba

NEW DELH! Feh IB.—-Bmad easting from Dellu
last evening in cannection with the "Abducled Wormen's
Week™, ‘Dr. Rajonda: Prasad, the Congrass F'mdent.

| nm&atnmlﬁom ‘urgent duty of every
man to give all-assistarice in'the task of tramnb out and

past traditions, the udded. = The |

their |

i o ERSHRY SE4 LE

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
ifd & & H i A
3TUEIYT YT Tgd Sl UTd
o7 eifeh Tifa fud g W
Wt 39 Wit & gAaig 9 &
U1 gl 21fee g1 Ty o1
“Abducting a woman during
a period of unrest was a great
sin but not restoring that
woman even when peace

was established was a much
| Sirl")

Mn ul th& are’ not ;co-

npm:’in'

10 intention Yo restore our @il
\'i.'bll is evident from the ﬁouowing we wish t end a8 soon as possiblé.
fadts 2

=) «The raht&n nuwnbers as put
“out :ﬂ tlw Pakistun’s ' hnﬂmt further.

_grossly | exaggerated.
{h) PI&M is demrmg acenss Hubbulm

' These - a0 exactly
w_lueh Hinda u\d Sikh girls: have

‘they wili Jhivve towﬂt
t’br their rmnmttams.

“To us the exaninstions ate nolhmu
but a' loag stoding sgony, whith

in this matter and haves

:Let us be exsured that the examing-

1 h_t_pxmaa'n.

our - officers. N.-W.E.P,,
Jhetum: anﬁ Gujrat.
the' areas’ to

wimen ang childrén in the states

oas will . ‘not be m:moﬂ RNY conoernibd,  who | have
: ; The Tribune February 17, 1948

NEW DELHY ¥eb, 18- -1t # work b0 the Umu&m'\cd dw
anderstoed that a = utnbhn masii-
nery e heibg sel up to implemans | kead,
vhe docistons of the intex-dominkew
oonference -for, the rocovery: of !‘ﬂltiuiﬁ

and Wellare of whhh she W ﬁn

Feridkot Klpmthnh.

aconded | States, Bhapitpur, Alwar “"

"yrfereaTe g1 G 71q dfedt &t ear sgd wH 8 | ger T8
& Fafidl o aHg fohar 1T § | SHid uid # gan defeal

! taken (awa
S “WW 39 % €Y H 99 ST & g1 g ¢ |

lundod nver by

first place very smalt.
vetiy few j_-gur_ng_ girls have been

of(w) Thtrc are hurowmg tales
girls being sold as slaves
L in {oh:nﬁjnnher Province, -

Secondly,

“The number of victims handed over by Pakistan is very small.
Secondly very few young girls have been recovered. There are
harrowing tales of young girls being sold as slaves in the

Frontier Province’
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AfgeATST &l UG

Abduction of Women

Hel3TH WS
Openly paraded

IEER! H Afgest & fAdTs AR it FHelfdl 6t aTe 1 =Y § fesg 3 Ua Mithes faawor fean o &8 oo Afgensti &
3TURUT foha 7T o | eiefeat @t fRIeeR ufdheaii=at gy fohg S @ g &t 98 v faivan 2... 98 Ugelt aR Jaefier 3T
Hea A Y& g3 AT | Gt Afgerst ot T g ®IF W Uohd fodl SiTar 9., §9it Afgensil @l U & &I R Tad far S
o1... AT 3R &g &l I ST & fory uferiarg fomar STrar... wifdreart sievaes # gwIfed fohg ST € Ugdl %© &l fHawa faan
ST 3TR URE T SIOR] (Gfesg, 22 SiHasl, 1948) | Uak 311 RUie & avgr 741 8 foh uagalt ;vrag 3 iferearit r
&l Higg | AR % UTH U STHIGR [G9res & St wRasri & | § 70 fég ok faa asfaat o awmg fowar (5 foem, 6
S, 1948) |

While newspapers were flooded with stories of atrocities against women, The Tribune gave a graphic

account of how some women had been abducted: ‘Girl hunting is the most prominent feature of the
holy war that Pakistanis are carrying on...it first started in Rawalpindi and Multan...all women were
collected at one place... the young and beautiful would be lined up to be chosen...some would be
stripped and paraded before being absorbed in the Pakistan underworld. (The Tribune, January 22,
1948.) Another report said that the MEO (India) with the help of the Pakistan army recovered 70
Hindu and Sikh girls from the land tenants of a single landlord, a MLA near Lyallpur. (The Tribune,

January 6, 1948.) 23 g o T

No exact figures

T STHI & 3R 1948 & 37 qah AT 25,000 &g TR &g Afgenati i wifer & swmg fman
ST STh! AT | gLt STRY TSR 3Tel @I « Ydi YSid H 37gd erTsHT 50,000 HiEerH Afgensii &1 g@
3TiereT U foram ot | 35+ ag oft @t fob af St uome & 5,000 T 21fes fig 3fik g Afgene @1 g
T fopan 7T o1 (5 fesgd, 20 f@eR, 1947, TGRS, 25 F4eR, 1947. 8, 26 TR, 1947 ©eHH, 14
S, 1948) | Ig 911 &1 foh Ig 3Tiche fobas Tl 1 7Teid &, IS dliehl gl g ik oI g&ii A sHg
Afgaren ol YT & g) H e aR 9Tlige YR YT §979 SAT ST 3@l |

According to an estimate about 25,000 Hindu and Sikh women still remained to be recovered
from Pakistan by the end of 1948. On the other hand, Ghazanfar Ali Khan had quoted a
figure of about 50,000 Muslim women who were abducted in East Punjab. He also said that
not more than 5,000 Hindu and Sikh women were abducted in West Punjab. (The Tribune,
December 20, 1947; CMG, November 25, 1947; Dawn, November 26, 1947; Statesman,
January 14, 1948.) There is just no way to tell how correct or incorrect these figures were
because both sides continued to release statements on a weekly basis of the number of women

recovered.

foreht I gl
Not saleable

g feegm & Rave foman o6 ufgw yome & aifSefal grar vra & gaeifta &t 5 @ SarerR Afgang @ off 'S fasht
i e o | 36 39 a1 o 3ifees faaror foan ma o1 {3 for aeg & siugd fég oiik faw wfgersti @i Semar a9 &
SToTRI B VG fRTT {3 1 3@ o7 | 3R § S AfgeTy HRQR, TShier, wiee, HHag di ... (31R) 200 9 q% # fadht
of (g fezm, 22 31X 23 SHad, 1948) |

The Tribune reported that most of the women being restored to India by the West Punjab authorities
were those who were not ‘sale-able’ It gave more details of how abducted Hindu and Sikh women
were being ‘exhibited in the bazaars of Peshawar—Banu. Many of these women were from Mirpur,
Rajouli, Kotli, Bhimber...[and] sold for up to Rs. 200’ (The Tribune, January 22 & 23, 1948)

%O TG atedl

Some would not Return
gl el & TURd TRl Afeetatl ol axwg R foram T o7 | F® ot 22 AT o Ieh URaR 3¢ a1vd e of Hehd €, Stafeh
GERI A Theliohd Hegd R gQ NIRRT TR TrHTfoieh SHriddisl o T1e HedT & d $HR & (T |

Thousands of abducted women had been recovered on both sides. While some were scared that their
families may not take them back, others feeling stigmatized refused to cooperate with the authorities

and social workers.
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AfgeATall &1 JTTgI0T
Abduction of Women

RER e1a-t Afgenail o fhe § grar e & wadd €

Families shied away from taking reclaiming their women

39gd AfgATT Sl AU T+ ol GHET chadl 4T gt o, 31fees wfed a1 Udt Afgarsti ot TRAT Fi Jgre A1, STUgd
Afgeneli @l arqg o & forg aRaR! ot gagmT 1R TR &¢AT | If uRar s1a-t afgersii o au @ & s ¥, GXeR U6
IR O T SR S1gt acl 5d 718, 374 39 7 hael 3 Afgeraell 3R Swai &l q@Te &t ot fowgia ora= goft gesi &l @t
fear o, afes 37 Afgenen & oft foes ufari 9 37 forg 31ue grars g & fol 2 | 39 ¥ 1 Ugan fRIfaR gaeiter
(emawER) H gRfesm @a1 et # fauraes diar Sdt & Aqea & @ren 7 o1 (5 fesgm, 22 9deR, 1947) | ufearer, fRmer siix
siarer # At ST SEt g Tt Afgerst & fag W g% fag 1, 5% "Sar it & a9 @ S §E o (g fesg, 1
fqgsR, 1947) |

The problem of recovering the abducted women was only half the story, the more difficult one was of
restoring the dignity of such women, convincing and canvassing with families to take ‘back’ the abducted
women. As families shied away from taking back their women the government was once again burdened
with an unexpected task: it had now to take care of not only the women and children who had lost all their
menfolk but also those women whose families had closed their doors on them. The first of such camps was
opened in Putilighar (Amritsar) in the Harikishan Khanna School, under the charge of Sita Devi,
MLA. (The Tribune, November 22, 1947) Homes for such women were also started around the same time
in Patiala, Simla and Ambala, they came to be known as Sewa Safiana. (The Tribune, December 1, 1947)

ATeR | Afgenatl & fag ARy =

Special Homes for Women in Lahore

R e o e e T 4 e v s B e e e, e s e

! @1 T o1 37k foren fFafia fRiferi & e gieerer o1 | arkaa H, Tt afgenati F us 9t g gum

uRari @ g &t gaT et ot | gafer siferert afgenatt i ga=n & ufd dagasie & 3fi 39 forg U

fa=iw 37 31enT wR it g F | g% fRAfGR AER & TgaeqR g1ed H Wi 7T o7 37 36 Y9 97|
a7 e A o e (Whorsh, 14 fgeR, 1947) |

The West Punjab authorities too had to start a special camp for Muslim women who

had lost all their men and found living in the regular camps difficult. In fact, a large

number of such women were reported to be from well-provided families. The officials

concerned were sensitive to the plight of these women and organized a special and

separate home for them. This camp was opened in Bhawalpur House in Lahore and
was managed by Begum Zubeda Shah. (CMG, December 14, 1947)

3R AfgAT] T &l aE g : Tl
Abducted women are pure as gold : Gandhi

WA YL A GHER-Ta! # g & q1egq 4 3rdied o ainTl 31k arifoies @iresl & ‘afgenaii ot sergit' & wara § wnfie
& o1 31T fohar | (3 e, 19 f3gsR, 1947) s1uga Afged gwitg & g g e grar wehifRid s el o7k Ratel & & ua
H UG AfgATel &1 a9y o1 & SR & g 3 URARI &l THET &t == &l &

feg o frg uRardi ... 3 gEt AfgensT &l 34 W=l | aTad o ST aTfgq 371R... 3 a1 3yufda ol & ST sagR e
AT AU, g SUIY 3N & o Fo THg 6t 718 Afgensti 3 skmeg i 3l § gg e Y &l ik 6t ... 396
e g TTSt H 1 st 7l & | T TSt = 9 el ol o1 foh Tt STud AfgeiTq S7R STaed o uRafd aears 1S Afgeny
G &l TE g At I’

(g fesgA, 24 wRadl, 1948)

Lo T - )

The Government of India even advertised appeals through newspapers, calling upon people and social
organizations to join in the ‘recovery of women; effort. (The Tribune, December 19, 1947) During the
course of the Abducted Women’s Week;, one of the many articles and reports published by The Tribune
dealt with the problem of families refusing to take back recovered women: “The Hindu and Sikh families
should ... receive these unhappy women back into their homes and ... not treat them as defiled
creatures. ... This is necessary because some recovered women have even tried to escape from recovery
homes believing that...there is no place of honour for them in Hindu society. Did not Gandhiji say that
such abducted women and forcibly converted women were as pure as gold” (The Tribune, February

23,1948)



e

fare & gf 9ve
| Two Faces of Partition

TH.El. @41 (¥4 Hgd, fRen) 7 g foega &1 foran : i wear ¢ & fefewr amrsy gmma & mar ¢ 2 74 fafew g
%l Afel R 2gard gU L. I, ... oSt Seht & FUS! o AdHad Fe... i amrsy foar &1 & ol ¢ f5f
e, e, AT & AT & TS A SNTHETd fohdT 7T 2.... 91 I8 HATK &l Jebal ¢ ¢ 5 § Sradm g of & fa9
&9 § gt g & o o o aret fég ofik fra arum waft wienfies aramei & |1y Saclis dea 8§ 99 €... 37t
Hfgenait & gre, fam faredt Moetedr &, o @ gg... fRien ok fieeh & St & Swar ¢ 3ud forae v 2. (3
feegd, 13 3r@eeR, 1947)
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S.D. Khanna (Roop Mahal, Simla) wrote to The Tribune: 'who says the British Empire has ended?... I saw
the British Empire walking on the Mall... Black, Brown,... latest cut of English style clothes.... The
British Empire is a mode of thought which has been deeply imbibed through schools, colleges, careers...
can it end? It made me particularly sad when I recollect. Proud looking Hindus and Sikhs with all their
worldly goods tied up in untidy bundles... with their women, with no privacy;, ill-covered... what a
contrast to what I see in Simla and Delhi.... (The Tribune, Oct. 13, 1947)

ot R 7 a=i & qrg uaEe SEreter Age, et
Ar3eden 3R IS & T gged feaq | 78 fRifeR
(FTTer) St G & a=al & R 1, S A
Hrer-faan = @ g ani

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, Lady
Mountbatten and Governor Punjab Chandu Lal
Trivedi with children at a refugee camp. The camp
(Karnal) was home to a large number of children
who had lost their parents.

: HfH STée # TSl TUT ed TR W el HEER

TR 3T TTar=ITelt enRiel 31k gferg & i Tesis s @t
& e 92 gl & |9 oSt gEd gy W o | 9
anafed &t ST arett HY JfF Ht 4 3fik i g an
TagIRIe Ui s &1, gAY ifemfal & grei & fads
&t =fes = g8 wifshan ot Sfera o faa |

qear ST Siel AfYEHRI WG i 1 & g1 SR &1 §ad
TOTTERITel TR AT | Ue, Ta. 3. T & e 3 aIeqR 9
foraT & fo ueardt sronfdt &t emafed &t 7€ 9fa & oifae
o1l G o feiq 150 ¥ 300 ek 29T 9g¢T g 9 | STgTerd! a9
% T} 37R FHITSH dht SATIS RIS Sl gaT et ot (g
fe=gA, 23 TSR, 1947 )

~ &

Mis-handling in Land Allotment - Corruption
wide spread

% The nexus between the rich and influential, the bureaucracy and the police was in a way natural in view
- of the huge stakes involved. Whether it was the fertility and situation of the agricultural land to be allotted
\?;" - or the location of the business properties, the power of discretion that lay in the hands of the reallotment
g B officials gave to the whole exercise a dubious character. The petty Patwari was perhaps the most
influential official on both sides of the border. A person by the name L.H.K. wrote from Lyalllpur that
Patwaﬂﬁ were charging between Rs. 150 to 300 merely to give physical possession of land that had been
T g o’tted to refugees. Extensive black marketing was reported in court agreement stamps and papers. (The
~ Tribune, November 23, 1947
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fasTTe it U St FiAa g g il Afgerst 4 g
A great part of the price for the Partition

of India was paid by women on both sides.

This remarkable and sensitive photograph truly g Serai@+14 31X Yag%ie dek favw €9 &
tells the story of the trauma of Indias partition  gfyerafi % weof &, W & A9 & amaTd &
particularly in the context of women. These girls are Bl e et nik :
e @l gal | & Treforal 39 3#Ig
learning new skills in the hope that it would add to . ¢ ' > .
U HIere Ta @ 2 o 399 3 ufar &t oma |

their family’s income. Many of them have probably

lost members of their families. They are lucky to TSI BT | 376 & g o WTag 379 IRant & wqwt
have reached the safety of the refugee camps. Note &l @l foar % | 9§ HIIGRITet % fr 3 TRomyf fRifex) &t
the age, the covered heads, the manner in which e H ug™ T3 e | 3! I, TH g R, e ag
they are huddled togather - a feeling that clearly e groy feme &S €, 39 W o §. Uw QT Sreury S
draws from insecurity and trauma. In all probability ST T Y ST AR AT F e 2 1 Gora
many of these children must have witnessed ; <ot ik AT
2 for 37 & &< Tt  aroeeon ok w3t &t

abductions and violence. The Women’s Studies &
Centre Kurukshetra University organized studies to Afeer s1erad g, Foaa faufarea 3 g @

follow-up the lives of some such families. Sadlyin ~ IRaRI & Sita & S & {eq <3 &1 AT
most cases families have managed only alevel of  foraT | g@ it 91a & & SaTgIaR ATHe & ufErt &
“EES sustenance. aﬁawwﬁgsﬂ'ﬁmﬁﬁﬂm%l

IgaTad § e as
Plenty to Penury

AHE Hindu Sahayata

Samiti has Issued an up

e Yoteoand COmmEnts o oot o i) iy e e e 7
e R ol g SRR ot At e A TR
bt B AT 38 3707t Seeh R & W1 UST 39 ¥e ¥ 9 701
AR TR TRAT<Id wedl Siia a9 el ¢ ITe I8

heomes and hesrihs by

eruel hands. A great  deal
has glready been done for
e r
Ok
"This venerable old lady hailing from Fatehganj in
Rawalpindi district was not many months ago in
affluent circumstances but had to flee from her native
home against the mob fury. Self reliant and proud this
is how she ekes out her independent
living however small it may be.

can of course be sr1 red m‘i
it must be solved. But the
aeeds of the people are urgent

help must come readily,
“wholeheartedly and  imme-
dintely.

Tt o 2 painful }-+- ne

comes acr- 5% on ra ilway plat

forms and on re »adw! es \-.hc' v
the acuteness of the suffer

has wiow been increased by
the bitter cold that has sot in.
Waim' elothes are neaded ur-
@ently in large numbers and
lbonin a vosition to help
come forward  wit h

-M? jﬂ. They. can rest as
nn‘!ﬂ that {1 the Samiti lhe

‘an m‘gan!saum whic

_garry ‘out public. wishes
Za _satisfaction.

. rable conditions  met many months ago, in affieeat circ u.mnnn uaw figa from b

e Retitoitland pon 1y, ive home agairst the mob fury «f the Leagus hocligans, r-hll;m

% e i A and prewd, this is how she ehes out her indspendeat |i|nl¢“*"
wmall It may be.

‘g oA TSR] 169 TWehH iR Tewl &1 & STal 319 Hers 6 o J dier §i s & wer fgm @

‘It is a painful sight that one comes across on railway platforms and on roadsides where the
acuteness of the suffering has now been increased by the bitter cold that has set in’
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sER s emR @@ Rich Gelling Richer

‘Hot Cakes’ was the title given to an article by PN. dt, w9, 91t & Us &g &l Wive 'gic e’ faar 7 o)

Soni. He virtually blew the lid off the nexus of the
rich and influential with the bureaucracy and the
politicians that had cornered prime properties in
Simla and other key cities in East Punjab including
Delhi. He pointed out that one such allotment
committee processed 4,000 applications in less than
six hours. Soni said that a large number of trusting
people had sent their applications by post, these
applications, he said, were not even listed for
consideration. He also said influential refugees
‘who were friends, relatives or attached to ‘coat tails
of members of the allotment committee’ were
allotted the prize shops: ‘influential people coming
in cars from Delhi got shops on the Mall and left
Simla the same day...one such person even
produced an application on the spot because the
original was not on the file—he was allotted a
shop on the Mall. Another person managed two
shops in Delhi and another in Simla, in Lahore he
had only one...the rich are getting richer the fat
fatter. (The Tribune, December 21, 1947)

U 9Y 916; STeraT 3R 39ge
Criticism and Sedition : A year Later

Torch-uous Freedom!

28 IEA Il R Tl & arg SR 3R
YA AT & TTSoiIS o Jeaid fha ©, fSial fRIwe
3R feeett Tfgd gdf Ioia & o7 wed # Wiy gufigi &
&fan forar ar ) IR aamn & & € ues faaeor sact 9
Bg 9ei 4 it 7 9T | 4,000 3EGA! IR B & o
o7 | G = S o 9t T H fagg-a d | 8166 g
3T At &, U 3 SNMdHA! U fod ek Al fehar 74T |
324 g% oY gl o weTTaenelt Rondf S g, Redgr an
e gifd & 5@l & T S ¥, 3¢ Ug@ ghM
arrafed ot T of | el @ SR | 374 aTel UTa=ITedt i
%I HieT H g el 3fiY 34t fo ag fRmen @ e mu... W&
& U sfrt A Hich W & 3rmagA oft fean Siifes et wee |
el g1- 34 Hiel H T gapl Mafed ot 715 of | T 31
FAfeRT = feett § g g 3T fRIver H Ueh go ol g
P i, STafch ATk A 3G UTH Shael Ueh of &t... '37R 31k
3R, Hier SR AT BT ST @2 |

(5 fesgm, 21 REsR, 1947)

“The debate took quite an ugly turn
when Premier (C.M.) Bhargava said

that 'some members who were

Q 8 d Soaw”

AT LI/, /.
'“FMHH%&W”O/
\\_....\.‘\ A

In an article in the Organiser
Acharya Kriplani, Congress
President was cited as saying
that the entire bureaucratic
system had been taken over by
people who had retained their
old roots—education, culture,
upbringing. The problem,
Kriplani said, was that even
though the British had left, a
whole set of Indians had filled
the gap and taken over from
where the British had leftoff.
(Organiser, October 16, 1947)

Shankar has the Last Laugh

WY O Ty WasTt TueiR
ENERGY WOUENT TVEN GOY
oty FIRL ™MERE 9

SN S M - 4 YOU Ak
TOLIONG SEDITION, TWEY PRt
CONSTRIX TIVE

-
-

expressing concern for the poor
refugees were themselves trying to grab
big evacuee house... (The Tribune,
November 4, 1947).

¥eRd e, 28 FEER, 1948: Yo 1 feRriTel! o1 36 i &1 R &
forma T o1 &1 SiaT § 37e 9% {241 | 98 "Edear ArE 6 /e g |
A W A €, W g e el 8faat | 55 dte fAudia e sneHt |

Shankar’s Weekly November 28, 1948. Shankar’s powerful satire
reflects the distance that separated the political class from the
masses. This is the ‘torch of freedom march’ Note the garlands, the
over fed image. In sharp contrast the ordinary citizens.

First Session of the East Punjab Legislative Assembly
November 1947 : Corruption and Misuse of Office

‘Sardar Udham Singh told a shocked House that “he knew of officers
who had not hesitated to kill Hindus and Sikhs for personal loot.”
When he wanted ministers to end the rampant corruption in the
allotment of houses, shops and lands, Shanno Devi once again
intervened and asked how could Ministers fight corruption, when
they were themselves generating it by making recommendations in
the matter of house and shop allotments to refugees. Sardar Shiv
Singh said that a great deal of the problem was rooted in the police
and in the fact that large amounts of money being released for
rehabilitation work was actually being wasted and looted by corrupt
officers. (The Tribune, November 2, 1947).

It was widely believed that the conditions of anarchy that followed partition, particularly in Punjab were
mainly because government officials, the police and political leaders had led the race in the loot, favour
seeking and nepotism. A large number of positions came to be filled by discretion, personal

acquaintance and nomination.
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qHI o HTY gl dfch Ueh Ja o 919 379 gH BI g
The Mountbattens leave India

‘not a bang but with a kiss you left us’

-

TR ST Gl ToTIaTaATeRt 4 del Hideded 3K dle Arecded @i f[ags
& 21 5 1948 5Id ASedes dae & g W@ 8l @ 8 Bt droteg
§fETH TR & THUHTHTA

The Governor General, C.Raogopalachari bids farewell to
Lady Mountbatten and Lord Mountbatten June 21, 1948. The
Mountbattens were leaving for London. (Photo Tunzelmann,
Indian Summer & NMML)

V72 feeetl 7 Hrdcaen & g waridt Age g Ao fagrs afd et (Teed a1 doier U, 2299 R, Wiel TIURTHTA 73 foeel
A farewell dinner hosted by Prime Minister Nehru for the Mountbattens in New Delhi. (Alex Von Tunzelmann, Indian Summer (Photo also NMML New Delhi)

The visuals, newspapers and documents used in this Exhibition have been
used from various collections -- mainly from Raghuvendra Tanwar's
books: Reporting the Partition of Punjab, 1947 (2006); The Story of
India’s Partition (2021) ; and Bharat Vibhajan ki Kahani (2021). Also
other source materials collected from Nehru Memorial Museum &
Library and ICHR Library.



Azad ik

fayg & faureH
Sind & Partition

«On 06th June 1947 in Jacobabad (Northern
Sind) 17 shops of Hindus were set on fire.

«On 26th June 1947, Sind voted to become part
of (West) Pakistan.

« The population of Hindu & Sikhs (Minorities)
in Sind at the time of partition was less than 30%.
e The First ship came to Bombay from Karachi
carried 1100 refugees, mostly Sindhi in early
September 1947.

«The attacks on the minorities of Sind gained
new momentum after violence in Hyderabad
and Karachi.

o After outbreak of communal violence in Sind in
December 1947 and January 1948 10,00,000 ref-
ugees reached India till June 1948.

e Maximum refugees from Sind settled down in
Bombay, therefore Kalyan, Sion, Chembur,
Mulund and Thane were recognized as Sindhi
colonies.

« The experience of the refugees during the mi-
gration from Sind to India was shocking and
painful even today .

In August 1949, there were
incidents of renewed com-
munal violence in Shikar-
pur and Sukkur, giving
new impetus to the exodus.
It was estimated that a
scant 1,50,000 to 2,00,000
remained in their home

province (Sind). P i ol kel .,

Sudden outbreak of violence in Karachi Communal violence in Hyderabad (Sind

on 06 January, 1948.
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Mr. Ghulam Hussain
Hayatillah,

the new Governor of
Sind,

shakes hands with a
military

officer immediately
after

taking the oath in 1P ey
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«ITR fOT & TG # 6 SF 1947 & feget &t
17 GahIHI el STefT fgaT 7 |
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& foig gre fgar mar |

Ao & gHg o & sreqdaeat (fig ok faw)
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o fEAmR 1947 & ™ # 1100 TRONFRN @l A
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o {879 & BqueTg dur St H gy awIgiad gl
HHR: [GUFR 1947 9T SEGd 1948 & UHIq
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" H Slia= ¢ |

On 06 June 1947. In Jaco-
babad of Northern Sind,
the envelopes containing
pieces of cotton soaked in
glycerin and potassium
permanganate were
thrown into 17 Hindu
shops in the main bazaar
at night, setting them on
fire. Fears of violence
compelled Sindhi Hindus
to confront an ominous
question, should they mi-
grate or not?
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on 17 December 1947.
Killing in Hyderabad (Sind)
Bombay Chronicle, 18 December 1947
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Panic, Fear & Violence

KARACHI, Janpary 135 The Andian
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The panic in Karachi was abating but it seemed to be increasing
in the interior of the Sind province- The Indian High
Commissioner in Pakistan Sri Prakasa

Times of India, 20 January 1948
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7 IIYEIH] i 39 g dob FIHd e fear o1 fos qavwa 1947
% 2,50,000 TN, SHAL 1948 T 4,78,000 TAT I 1948 T
10 @G 9 31fe AT & 8= Sigd ST geT |

At the time of Partition the tragic experiences they (Hindu
and Sikh) underwent are still fresh in their memories long
after they settled in India. Communal outbreaks occurred
on 17th December 1947 in Hyderabad and on 06 January
1948 in Karachi created such a panic among these commu-
nities leading to massive exodus from Sind. The number of
migrants from Sind in November 1947 was 2,50,000, which
rose exponentially and reached to 4,78,000 in January 1948
and 10,00,000 in June 1948.

Assurance by the Pakistan Government to India for the safety of Minorities but the actual picture was different.
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1200 Smdl Sikhs lost employment
and requested to escort to India.The Pioneer
2 December 1947
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Cur&wuhndedtill&amonu. broak in  Sikhs® arrival in city
Friday : 9 looters shot dead ... ' BESES isformating

000 was cause of trouble
by i“ over | arrested Khubro says timely warniag
Hindus taken to safe places: would have enibled police

st & wmnmponcmu arrﬂn-d 10 fake Protective measre
B Khu&ro tour ly - e e Tl

Khuhro sees
Quaid-i-Aram

Tojo admits he advised
Hiroahito to declare war

Even after curfew, attempted to loot some houses
Dawn (Karachi), 08 January 1948
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122 Killed and 219 injured in the communal

Aaj 17 July 1947,

Aaj 13 January 1948 ,
Varanasi

violence of Karachi on 06 January 1948.
Aagj,10 January, 1948
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27 Killed, 16 Injured in Hyderabad (Sind)

“ " m'j ‘f “" "‘ | Dawn (Karachi), 19 December 1947
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Exodus from Sind
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Over 40000 evacuees awaited forBombay,
Times of India, 19 January 1948

idnesday, Jansary 7, 1948
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of violence now

4 a.m. Latest Khubito say

Curtew until

8 am tomorrow:
400 rioters
rounded up

troopi patr

BOAC sustains
£8,076,844 loss
Looting, Stabbing and Killing
while arriving of Sikhs from
Shikarpur to Karachi Gurdwara '
Dawn (Karachi), 07January
1948

Evacuation of Non-Muslims From Sind

10000 to 15000 refugees

per week from Karachi to Bombay
Indian Information, March 1948
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Up to 05 January, 1948, 478,000 left Sind, 4
Indian Information Journal, March 1948
Karachi, Sunday| January 18, 1948 ipaspan:
5 Rabi-ul-Awwal, 1367 o lare i - :
1 — Elphimtont Street, . ALl ‘I ]
Editor: Altaf Husain HE PHIQM bl . i l
«ess Eyacuees from Sind shout
ned ‘the | et o _ A |
actory’ “Jai Hind”’ when ships leave
- the harbour, says Khuhro

Ingratitude of their “parting Ih:’srituddin
kicks”” deplored: “Sind|is not gisappointed |
upmindful of refugees’ need” . ith terms | ‘

By Dawi Mafl Correspondest 0

Mr M. A. Khaliro, the Rlnd Prember, al bis Priss tou .
ferende om Salanlay eveming aamsuserd Lhal sy Simal Ap-
wesnbly will meet Tor their Budget sessdon on'Febaviary 4, pod
would Gnidh its work tstfore February T3 whea fhe Fakis
tan Cpestituent Assembdy woakl Jured bn the wamd ball

s shortnesd of time at itn  dgpaal, Mr |
wihbe added, the Assembly will have its sitting 'on Fri-
days §a weil as Sundays !

The Kind Premisr also aaposnced that Siad proposed Lo
incresse ber declared foodgrain surphes from 100,000 teas |~
150,000 Jons. This surplis may be further imereaned
200,000 tor-.

" liaawat's NWFP b o0 ke Mebtern | 941 for o Liday extenmon
‘Jai Hind’ shouted by evacuees from Sind to India
Dawn (Karachi), 18 January 1948
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The Communal violence took place in Bengal,
Bihar, Punjab, Delhi and Ajmer had its reverbera-
tion in Jacobabad, Hyderabad and Karachi (of
Sind. As a repercussion the minorities in Sind
went in the state of panic to migrate to India in
earliest possible time. Being a coastal region the
maximum population of Sind migrated in (Mum-
bai) Bombay. Irrespective of assurance given by
the governments of either side, the physical and
psychological conditions of the migrants were
more horrifying than painful.

! THR TINES OF 1NOIA

| Reruces Prosress I Boynay
An Admisistrative Headache

Exodus of Sikhs & Hindus from Sind
Times of India, 07 Ianuary 1948
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Around 3 Lakh refugees in Bombay,
T TOI, 19 January 1948
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Anarchy and Unrestness in Sind
Aaj 06 February 1948,

- To india Up To Nov. 21

NEW DELHI, Dec. 3—Over 8000000 refugees crossed the
Indo-Pakistan border in both dircctions up to November 21, Of
this a litile over 40,00,000 consisted of non-Muslims whe were
brought over to India from West Punjab, 'the N-WFP, Sind and
Baluchistan. The evatuation of'the remaining five o six Jakhs
non=Muslinig from Wt Punjab mmd- the-N=WF-irwxmoctect—y be
completed by the middle of December.

Over 40,00,000 Muslims have been , Chitral, Bannu and oiner  difiicult
evacuated to Pakistan from East Pun- | areas which are not accessible by rail

Over 80,00,000 crossed

INDIA_GOVERNMENT ACCEPT - [PAKISTAN DELEGATES (OM UNIST THE SinE ":,:“d ,{,L,' ) B T o e o
= ] N ATES COM 'y cn | i _‘ 50,000 § ence Ministry who w rin : 3
== GIDW "w 1 FOR LAKE SUCCESS ico MUNIST .THHE‘“ T0 MUKDEN non-NMusii‘ms were brought to salety | fugees o the  rndirest ra'i'!Ee:i or t_he Indla‘PE klstan
e e A R Ut oy g S gy
. e . | Vi o - :
All Efforss Being Made n Co<perain 57| 40,000 CASUALTIES AMONG REDS o S g i A foactot | garh for evicuation to India. Border till November
: Wi Pk E— YL Foot cobumns provided the quickest | aizitms & proceeding by se s wel | 1047,
The evacuation of SOMBAY DIRECTED TO ARRANGE RECEPTION - - S, o e Mo m :: &ﬁl%m'gﬁ | 22 rail. In addition to the regular Ofth
. o . Perzian Gull Lineg -steamers—of —the : 1 0 00 000
: § B3t v and villages close to-the-Tndo~Paki=| Fiitish Tndis b-sae Hnres 1s over 40,00,
Hindus and Sikhs l“"‘.":,‘" mrbﬁ&g 120*1-1!.-"?% mn :: pumr:;—hieh ilick .t,‘,"':\fiéf.lm ('for:;. Non-Muslims brought
become a question of = | " | Bumerous emall disorchaisedparties | e steammers have beeo chariered !
urgent importance for =it | iy port of September, | By the Governmeat of India but " over to India from West
e pee ' ), J clearance from Karachl s restrict
g P ey e » Later, when the Indian Army be-|to only 2,000 a day, as the-port P nj b N-WEP. Sl’ld
India witk &Y . o tvnd 3 helping ™~ hand, huge fauthorities have pleaded inobility to u }a 3 3 ol
= | nn cabred upon . 1ot ] By Rovemver 31, weady 13509 T and Baluchistan
. LI 3 sirong, om! upon __a 5 ly November 21, meacly 1,353,000 1 .
The Pioneer, 12 January .= 35 * | march’ from the festile”colonies of | non-Muslim . evacuces had oo :
1948 5 = R e St 4 | oo, o e eng e | The Pioneer , 04 Decem-
. | | Octobor 24 - 34 pon-Muslis 4Dy Ghb —Ta] — et
oy o — = ] columns-8.49,000 strong, with hun- | and Coutch Mandvi. From Ilyde‘::-:\d ber 1947
= |MADRI'S PLEA FOR | soaumst papry  odreds of -bjilleck carls and heads of | (Bind) -two trains- now run  dally
——r = = |MUSLIMS' SUPPORT ANTH CONGRYSS * "a'il‘fc cromsed the border Into India. | carrying non-Muslim refugees. to

== | Th rnurecee

~“Evacustion . of —non=Musiines - froin

Jodhpur.
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bloodshed during
‘Direct Action Day’

The Muslim League since its 1940 Lahore
Resolution was demanding that the
Muslim-majority areas of India in the northwest
and the east, should be constituted as 'independent

states'. M.D. Ali Jinnah’s announcement to observe
16 August as 'Direct Action Day’ unfolded in the i ‘i’?.'}'c“f,:aﬂ;
form of violence, routings, killings of innocents e N
and other heinous acts of the mob. It is also known =i L0l

as ‘1946 Calcutta Killings. Around four thousand

people including women and children lost their
lives besides several thousand injured.
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Over 800 Injured
CURFEW PROCLAIMED

e faar # #feerd SoE, Fiarfed de (T 9e) & |rg AgF & 3K 9gd gu |
wen: deE ia

Muslim processionists in fighting mood, procedding along Cornwallis St.
(Bidhan Sarani) towards Maidan.
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EXPLOSIVE
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2,000 Dead & 8,000
Injured in
Three days Riots £
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Nearl Ibl]l) Hind
been killed|in course
August 16 ﬂbm the oolie- III: g ey 3 g . A -0
Mlils at Lidhoobagan ih Metiabruz area i i . b b i - - X A—
e local police with armed gunids enmrgE' e L e e AN d3 . v P -

} areas pnd exh‘lmﬂd about | 200
bodies| from the idebris. | The police also re

i .
 many fajured perjons 19 o sﬂfhnwhtm malariy ff ] u o
them pre reporfed fo| r succumbed fo [their s : - A - A
| injuries. | 4 B Bt = 4 T o . y - ;
Some of the deﬂd hndms were thrown Thto & locil #ank . [ a—,ﬁ & Eﬂ—{l_-[ SEHTHS fre 3 g=F I 5 § fy Eb—\[ & e |
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A Jeep on fire in a street of Calcutta during the Riots 1946 Photo by Keystone Archive.
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20, 31 ST 1946, fRvgET Wed 16th August, afternoon and 17th : College
street market shops including Dalia

rom his personal visit o H! trick,

lllbulthmGdh ind :Pandit Nohru had heard p
& phie aceopntt from Dr. Fralulln Ghosh at tha Cenqnlp
Tﬂg Cammities's me |
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Violence and Fear in Calcutta
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suN'oAY @mbugman ég[zmba\, (I W  AUGUST 25, ifte.
- DEVIL’S DANCE IN CALCUTTA

After three day of widescreen loot,
incendiarism and merder in a scale
unprecedented in the history of Calcutta.
Reports revived from hospitals and lalit
organizations whow that 2000 person lost
their lives, 8000 injured in the three day Riots.
Two very well Known variety stores on
Harrison Road Dharamtollah street were
among the thousands at shops of all kinds
including jewellery shops, houses and
residential buildings which had been either
looted or set on five at a conservative estimate
the loss and damage to property is placed at
the figure of five crores. —(Hindustan 20
August 1946)
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Rlot Devastd,tlons InCalcutta
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fegeam &g, 20 e 1946

Rickshaw Puller brutally murdered Photo by H.5. 25 Aug. 1946 Sunday Magazine

SITEGT g e TTereh! ht JRIE BT fRrgE €Wes 25 3T 1946

A 411 o dfel 9 @, A, X 37 Higed!, T29 310 Gohel S HaAdhdl 3T 1946
Calcutta Riots, Upper CirculagRoad, Aug. 1946
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forgR 3R Tt # wivgIfe gt
(ommunal Riots in Bengal & Bihar
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Rioters carrying away an injured comrade during a riot.
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Murder and robbery
durmg riots

The photos depict the violence that took place
during the partition of East Bengal, Bihar. Initially,
the main centers of the riots were seen in Kolkata,
Dhaka and partly in Nauvakhali and Sandwip Is-
lands. Later the problem spread westwards to
Bihar, its effect was seen in the form of large-scale
rioting which was reported in the districts of
Patan, Saran, Bhagalpur, Munger and Tilhara.
Both, Hindu and Muslim families suffered on both
sides. But the biased descriptions have been exag-

el & e gt us
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A razed market-place near Patna: shadowed by communally motivated newspaper
Showing a looted "Strong-Box" in the foreground.
reports.

gerated and all the latest incidents have been over-

STRE STETe # 9Ige HieerH
To - fagr &t & ArgH RIar |
Injured Muslim Children in Patna

General Hospital- Innocent Victims of
the Bihar Rioting.

frererar it arad: 71ia @1 o Fer e
wat &t e faar mar an ik gt &t
XA &+ gar far mar |

The Tragedy of Tilhara : A well in
the village, into which dead bodies
were thrown and then hidden
under a layer of earth.

U AfeH aged 4 & g e
ufaed =it ufdam

e @ aE Y A |

Muslim refugees, rescued from a Hindu locality during an army operation Herdl | &Sl g1 U Wi § 3T T & YA il g 9 g fawe e gferaanst
to separate the two communities, awaiting transport to a Muslim Area.

Calcutta teargassing, rioters attempting to set fire to a temple
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ROTITET T SATANTHA. .
Refugees on the Move
Millions had lost their kith and kin

::‘\ 5 s A f
in the riots, whose houses had been { @;\‘F‘ \ ? |
burnt, whose relatives were burnt | I\ -

alive in front of them and whose
mothers, wives and sisters were car-

W
-

J 4 &R ATfes fohaT &0 gHEr genar 91

rle.d.away, convertfed. and v1olatec.1. e

Millions of the victims left their o e 2|

homes, farms, barns, wealth and . ﬁmﬁaﬁg?ﬁﬁw

everything and displaced for an un- Wm?%mq@“@‘i‘q‘mﬁ?
Bk ]

known place only with some uten-
sils, food items, etc.

ol fSgia & # e RdgRi &t @t

A classical image of the ordinary
citizen had probably understood
what the ‘fuss’ was all about. In
this case it is difficult to say
whether this family was moving

ST o1, fSFe 9% Sel ﬁ'q g g, S EZ:;;_WEH or West to East in
RZagR! @ 37 T fSigr Sterm gar mar

o7 3fR SRt A, gferat R dgal &l gae rmin y o g

TG & AR o MY 9, I 96 uRafia i

& o 77 o1 3R 3% 919 R foan

™A@l A UAT WR-§R,
wd-@fcigd, 99-9uil 99 $© Dlgax
hacl 37U 1Y I8 WHM, ST STE &l T
(F® FI, W &I M, 3TfS) TR T
I 3T S7Tg & AT g U= |

AT & 916 ST Hieiel & 31T SA1d ar@! omdt

Millions on the move

I % G gg-g @ # qopil o ger/T 9 & ST 39 ufe

During migration the family members and old age person are accompanying them
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FHerehl | Yot fAfar
Refugee Camps in Calculta

favTs & a7g 91 &1 J AN &l el Bied R AN g1 Uel, T4l &l # g1 ¥&1 # qadq

&¥eh AT deTehel] H 317 71T 37T TRomeff fRIfeRt # a9 o1 | I €9 Setehdl § 94 &1H T aomeff
fRIfel it €, STel @71 ge-%e WTHT! & |19 TgA hl AofaR ¢ |

After the partition in East Bengal, a large number of people were forced to leave the city, in

this series a large number of people migrated to Calcutta and started settling in refugee

camps. This scene is from the functioning refugee camps in Calcutta where people were
forced to live with the broken items.

T & T venfad g it 3fie Fered # e 9g 7E, g6 # 991 S € 9 g d arfedt § @ar-wg 9 sfte arelt awdi¥ | (FE g Rewd i, 1947)
The crowd that migrated from Bengal and settled in Calcutta, this tram's picture of a crowd packed with passengers tells it. (Photo: The Statesman, 1947)



