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Since time immemorial, the glory of the Indian civilization has attracted much attention. Travelers and scholars
have produced an immense amount of literature on India’s civilization and culture. Although attempts have been
made to acquaint the younger generations with the nation’s glorious past, a lot yet remains to be done. This
exhibition, entitled 'Glory of Medieval India: Manifestation of the Unexplored- Indian Dynasties, 8th - 18th
Centuries', is a humble attempt in this direction, and while open to one and all, it especially focuses on
iy youngsters,aiming to acqualnt them with the history of our civilization and culture in a manner with which they
: can relate, and appreciate.
| With the ad\rent Renaissance an Enlightenment in modern Europe, the middle ages were often branded as a
| ‘dark age’ of superstition, ignorance, and lack of any cultural or scientific progress whatsoever. Similar notions
were adopted regarding India’s Medieval past too. The notion of ‘Oriental Despotism'’ and autocracy was applied
to Indian political traditions. However, a closer examination reveals that this is hardly the case. In terms of both
material and non-material culture, India’s civilization has a great measure of continuity with its Ancient past, in
political, religious, artistic and scientific aspects. Despite invasions and plunder of her resources, and destruction
of indigenous knowledge systems, the country managed to preserve much of its material and non material
heritage. The dynasties that ruled India in the Medieval period fostered a culture of artistic creativity,
intellectual growth, scientific progress, and above all, a spirit of democracy and toleration of various strands of
thought. It was under their rule that the nation made substantial strides in various sciences such as architecture
and metallurgy. Marvels of masonry, architecture, metal-casting indicate the scientific advances made in this
phase. Sculptures, paintings and other works of art and literature produced during this period continue to be
wonders in their own right up to the modern times. Suffice it to say that many of the monuments dating from
this period are UNESCO world heritage sites. Above all, successful experiments were made in the direction of
I o democratic local self-government, and various religious and philosophical schools of thought not merely
QP caexlsted peace,fully,but were even given patronage and encouragement by these ruling dynasties, highlighting
Ao Bt Ay 4% the underlying democratic spirit of India’s civilization.
. vering a spa oﬂhousand years, from the 8th to 18th Century AD, this exhibition aims to acquaint everyone,
‘.younger generation, with the multi- dimensional progress, both material and splrltual
entific or literary and intellectual, made under the ruling dynasties from various'regions
$ubcontmgnt during this perlod It will be the object of our greatest satisfaction, should this F
s ‘humble endeavour succeed in its aim. —
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Flag of Manipur Kingdom
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Ningchoujas
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The Ningthouja dynasty, also known as Mangang dynasty, . o b g Weie.
- . . i o P is divine con:
comprises the descendants of the kings of Manipur. imi;fhfimm‘;:arxl:mﬁg:ébFo;di:_lr:;:af:t
Ningthouja literally means progeny of King. It was founded e s e B e e e o

: A x mythology as 3 human incarnation of God Pakhal
by King Nongda Lairen Pakhangba in 33 CE.
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_ Ningthou Ching-Thang Khomba (also Rajarshi Bhagya Chandra) (1748-1799) was a
Meitei monarch of the 18th century CE. He invented the Manipuri Raas Leela dance, He
is also credited with spreading Vaishnavism in Manipur State after his grandfather
Pamheiba made Hinduism the official religion for creating a unified Manipur.
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Monument of Bheigyachandra Maharaj

{meltan aisier S Higwan, 3ot Aed 2 37, A 02 Afa Baddt o v, Ya; 39y e, 184g,

14,00 Fift (S0 3 IRETtag), Aga i, 3l gt | et & w9 § 51 31 ard de ag & R, 31 3R A

Eéﬁ?@imﬂm 1.3 T RS s i AR s (1597-1652) &1 Ser fer e &, G
TR & w7 R st s B

Moiramba of Ningthouja Dynasty, Bell Metal 2 Annas, Obv: proto-Maithili legend "sri ram”, Rev:
illegible inscription, 1.84g, 14.00mm (Unlisted in KM), about very fine, Extremely Rare. The Bell
metal coins Known as Sel, which are very small in size, approx 1.3 gms in weight were introduced
in Manipur kingdom by Meidingu Khagemba (1597-1652), also known as the congueror of

Chinese,
T 85 116 e, S (4 2B )| T A v e e 21 & s, miRe, afer, Jiue, nened, oy 3 gz .
fatgT, <af, e, enfifes il 31 afa Rt v fvge Soft & anfie = 21
Aleaf from the puya, Chainarol (The Art of Warfare). The Puyas are Meitei language manuscripts. They encompass a At
wide spectrum of themes including genealogy, literature, history, royalties, administration, creation and cosmology, o '_. -

philosophy, poetry, refigious beliefs, etc.
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The Manung Kangjeibung (Meitei for ‘Inner Pologround’) is an old polo field
located to the south west of the citadel inside the Kangla Fort in Imphal. In
accordance to the ancient manuscripts known as the Puyas, the "Manung
Kangjeibung" is one of the oldest pologrounds.

RTIIE B ST A T bt 25 3id Hai AISTERH] o1 U Fwgpd Qe ey (1) &1 gt & dorem et 3 71 1 FmTor 1611
vt 7 Ay yrom TR 3 et B 9 g el

The Sanggai Yumpham was a fortified royal residence (citadel) of the Meitei royalties inside the Kangla Fort in Imphal. The
construction of the Citadel of the Kangla Fort in Imphal started in the.year 1611 AD. during the era of Meitei king Khagemba.
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The Pandyas reigned from the 2nd Cent. BCE to 14 th Cent. CE over a kingdom comprising parts of Tamil Nadu
and Sri Lanka. Their capital city was Madurai, which also became aflourishing centre of art and culture. They

were great patrons of literature, and Tamil tradition holds that Sangams, the literary assemblies of saints,
poets and scholars at Madurai were presided over by Pandya kings, many of whom were known to be skilled
Ry, 61 odf e A1, ' poets themselves.They patronized both Shaiva Nayanar and Vaishnava Alvar saints. They maintained close
Statue of Vishnu, from 8th to 9th Gentury CE. commercial contacts with outside countries like Egypt, Rome, the Middle East, the Far East and Southeast
Asia. The Pandyas were also world famous for pearl diving.
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Velvikudi inscription, 8th Cent.CE, copper-plate inscribed in Tamil & Sanskrit languages records the ot z é" 4 ~—— v
‘renewal of a:grant of the Velvikudi village by the Pandya king Nedunjadaiyan Varaguna-varman I. Hitnall vife 3 2 - ey dal 39— 8 5 2 et 3 e
The ooppllér ?Late:fare n:-lajur sowFE flJf infonhatiir; that infarm the essence of royal arders, ‘ﬂ?‘ﬁﬁ'ﬂ BT e i Al g e
genealogical list of the kings, their victory over the enemies etc. A g i AR MIEA L
Marriage of Shiva and Parvati (Meenakshi) witnessed by Vishnu, the lavish
ormamentation gntes us an insight into developments in craftsmanship,
textiles and jewellery under the Pandyas,
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Meenakshi-Sindareshwar Temple, Madura. Its main structure
was constructed by the PandyaEmperor Sadayavarman
Kulasekaran |, late-12 th -early-13 th Cent CE.

it @1 Ryt B vs ov v Wl
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Copper coin cointaining symbols of a nftameey, S BR-wa 3l viss wen ae Rl
funf:;u’:ndwn standing man ononesideandapairof  * & it 1270t et & ) v R
;{;‘0_,268";‘;‘*“ fish on the other side, 13th Cent CE. forGaRpIaE 3 g 2 2 fela gfeva &

Manikkavachakar, the Shaiva poet-saint and minister
to the Pandya king Varaguna Il from the 12th

TR 14l 1 IC gl A1 3] B Weg & |Iel ¥R A FE ST aretl el bl e o is s
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Dalavaypuram copper plates inform us the cultivation of land throughout the yea?
with the help of three wells. Irrigation that was carried through rivers, canals,
tanks, wells and springs to obtain a good harvest. The reservoir system was
fundamental to the irrigation practice of the early Tamil region. Small tanks
(kulam) and wells (kinaru) were other storage structures that facilitat |fr|gat|on
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Rock-cut Jain shrine, built by king Jatila Parantaka Nedunjadaiyan, 8th

Cent. CE. Although staunch Shaivas, the Pandyas extended patronage to the
Vaishnavas and the Jainstoo, indicating a spirit of democracy and toleration
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between 14221463 CE"

TR 191d HiGy, ool | S 5ey afdl 3151 gk Agare, B e uita &
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Nellaiappar Shiva Temple, Tirunelveli, Its main structure was built by king Nindraseer

Nedumaran, better known as Koon Pandyan, in the 7 th Century AD, in the South Indian or

'Dravida’ form of temple-building, with its characteristic 'Kutina' or stepped-pyramidal

styleof spires, and the high, omate ‘Gopurams’ or gateways, indicating advanced
«developments in masonry and engineering.
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The Eastern Gangas or the Purba Gangas, ruled over a territories mostly from the

modern Orissa, along with parts of modern West Bengal, Chhattisgarh and Andhra 3 5 e @ ot ) Ayt e 3 12 o)
o ioni iec i el & U dear 211 I ity Siond g AR & e, kR
Pradesi::, 5th 20th_Century CES 1:hey were one of the longest reigning dynasties in PGB il Sy il g
the Indian subcontinent. The Kalinga region was the base of their power. The rulers of eIl a1 3 SR o
3 . x 1 J tha T le at Puri, built by king A ta
thl.S d?fnasty defended their kingdom from the constant attacks of the Muslim rulers. e dag‘;i"g’:':z bl o Al::g el :‘fna'r‘:gu"";;’;:::
This kl]"tnglTl prospered thl’OUgh trade and commerce and the wealth was mostly itis an early specimen of the distinctive Kalinga style of temple

used in the construction of temples. SUIERROR R SRS 0 Sl e S

1128 .4, & SR W 3 DE R TR AR &
s o T et 3w ol

Gold coins, called ‘fanams’, of king Anantavarmana
Chodaganga, c. 1128 CE depicts the Eastern Ganga
emblem- bull (Nandi),

3 & A ST0 A mﬂﬁsgﬁmm-mmﬂw
O B, sy argda e 3 v gR & v IR B f, 3l Bk B
O AR v 3 R, e v e iiaeR B 9 a9 §e
-mamtliﬁggﬂrﬂmmﬁsmiﬁmﬁgu
R 61 TSR & &, 3 3mgsor ofvers senf S o |
W, Left to right- an idol of Vishnu's Varaha (boar) incarnation
~ and a lion statue from the AnantaVasudeva temple,
"1 and a musician playing a flute from the Konark Sun
. Temple, These specimens give us an insight into

% developments in sculpture under theEastern

.+ Bangas, as also jewelry and textiles.

2R # 3 aRged AT 1 290 e Haftl Rierors oft & W €1 7w wier il o &
ITE & Ao i h&rad et eaft 2 wearor 3 134 erared e o & Pffa e v s
iverst &1 AR I e U5 Gliddii® i WHaiard) cierar & g & 57 39 aw vaeH d 4

STRE AT X Ananta Vasudeva temple at Bhubaneshwar, along with its associated inscription, early-13 th
Century CE, built by princess Chandrika Devi, the daughter of king Anangabhimadeva Iil.

The high status enjoyed by princesses indicates a democratic and egalitarian ethos that
Panel from prevailed,
Konark
depicting
Narasingha
Deval
practicing ISR Saganl, 1077-1150 £, Edgamt (7m), Bfda

archery, il foift # Hega, odf 2 i &1 el
S 1238-1264 CE i

SIS &4 (10771150 O,
HEiTa, g

Rajaraja Devendravarma, 1077-1150 CE
Devendravarma (Ganga), Sanskrit in Mixed
Kalinga script, 9th century AD. Copper plates.

Sculpture of Anantavarman
Chodaganga Deva (1077-1150 CE) at
Chudangasahi, Puri

SHIOT o ¥ Hioy o £2a | SeIa] (ARI01 Gl 311 3 311 ARieraiad 1 g1 134 arares) & mea 3 fan oman iy 1 v
TR9riet 22y 26 et B =Ty I &, o sifeet raestefian ufed & 30 =3 vl g e i &1 39 Wi el daa

& ot = 2 &1 S, R 3R ey weer @ o gl TP wsideRs dea Settrfer 3 geeR dwe 3
IR a1 widbset S 81

Sun Temple at Konark, built by king Narasimhadeva |, 13th Cent, CE. It isin the form of a giant chariot,
with intricately carved wheels and drawn by horses, and decorated with richly carved panels. The
engineering, masonry and delicate stonework indicate the advanced state of engineering

= _ ne-cutting under the Eastern Gangas.
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The Kolathiris kingdom known as ‘Kolathunadu’ roughly comprised theNorth Malabar region. Their capital
was Ezhimala, within the modern district of Kannur. They were descendent of the ancient Mushika dynasty,
their early history is unclear. However, they figure prominently in foreign records from the 12 th to 14 th
Century CE and thereafter, as one of the four most powerful kingdoms of medieval Kerala, alongside Calicut,

. . : 5 ; : ; . X : A v w8 A v A
Quilon and Cochin. The kingdom lasted until theintegration of princely states into the Indian Union after s e ik e
1947 Anizham Thirunal Marthanda Varma came

to power in Travancore, 18th Cent. CE.

Agriculture and Irrigation: Pepper was one of the chief crops. Means for irrigation were mostly lakes and
tanks. Trade and Commerce: For a long time, the Malabar kingdoms had traded with the Arab world. The
Portuguese entered Malabar's trading network in the late-15th Century. The Kolathiris developed
maritime trade during the regime.

A s e B A S 0 o, A R 0 4 e 62 st <o \\;-dér" Lo S
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Ananthapura Vishnu Lake Temple, Kuriila, Kasargod district, Kerala, circa 14 th Cent. CE. ’M’a&«@nﬂuu..,._ s AEae
Situated in the middle of a lake, shows advances within temple-architecture under the ?M&w’ww_w'g; A I A
Kolathiris, such temples being scientific marvels of engineering and masonry. A i .-.,w,q_,.d,_‘m .“d‘p m"”,, : el A HemaR
/# i v Tt e HrEqe 7 5 15 4l
’5':;" VP B i hariEy bt kel
ot -#uwe’ APl W Jicg | Foerdl 1 AR A
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A letter in Arabic, written
by the Kolathiri minister
Kuruppu to Vasco da
Gama, October, 1524. For
a long time, the Malabar
kingdoms had traded
with the Arab world. The
Portuguese entered
Malabar’s trading
network in the late-15th
Century. The welcoming
of such diverse
ethno-religious groups in
Malabar indicates a spirit
of toleration and
democracy fostered by its
rulers,

Krishna-Gatha, a devotional epic
authored by the famous 15th
Century CE Malayalam poet,
Cherusseri Namboothiri, poet
laureate in the court of the king
Udaya Varman (1446-1475). It is a
major early landmark in the
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Aletier (Octobern, 1524) from the minlter of Kolattirl, n certain Kuruppu, di
to llvnlmny Vavoo da Gania

Hfew i v il o A fasmer S v 741 % i) P e
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A mural at the Tiruppudaimaruthur temple, Tamil Nadu, shows the emissaries of the )

Vijayanagara king Achyutadeva Raya serving an ultimatum to the Travancore ruler I
Bhoothala Veera Udaya Marthanda Varma to pay tributes to him. -\ i
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Chauhaxs (Chahamanas)
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. (6th-12th Century CE - reigned for nearly 700 years)
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a Vigraharaja IV
A Rajput dynasty who ruled over areas in Eastern Rajasthan, and some adjoining regions, 6 th 'ﬂ

to 12 th Cent. CE. Their capital city was Shakambhari( Sambhar), which shifted to
Ajayameru,(Ajmer), in the early-12 th Cent.,and hence they came to be known as the
Chauhans of Ajmer. Vigraharaja IV and Prithviraja IIl, better known as Prithviraja Chauhan,
are the best known kings of the dynasty.
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Harshnath Temple, Sikar district, Rajasthan, 10 th Cent, CE, built by the
Shaiva saint, Bhavarakta, during king Vigraharaja IS reign. Sculptures, both
free-standing such as this Nandi statue, as well as those embossed in
panels, provide us an idea of the art of sculpture under the Chauhans.
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Chauhan coin, issued by king Vigraharaja IV, 12 th
Cent. CE, containing the image of Lord Rama with the
bow on the obverse, and the king's name,
“Shreeradvigrahajadeva’ on the reverse,
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L B Arhai Din Ka Jhompra, Ajmer,

: Built as a Sanskrit collegeby = ©

king Vigraharaja IV, indicating
promotion of learning, it was

later converted into a mosque
by Qutbuddin Aibak after the

Ghurid conquest in 1192
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* Taragarh Fort, Ajmer, constructed by king Ajayaraja, 8 th Cent. CE. The 3
Chauhans fought several wars with the neighbouring Chaulukyas,
Paramaras, Tomaras and Chandelas, and the Ghaznavid Turks. Such

forts were important factors in defence and a valuable military assets
in these battles, A, - '

fsra ee qerfen 9z, 10 et < fioh, st s e s ge
Panel depicting victory scene, Chauhan style, indicating contemporary weaponry. g
Ran
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Prithviraj Chauhan, the best known Chauhan king, on whose life the 16th Cent epic
Prithviraj Raso penned by Chand Bardai was based. Prithviraj Chauhan built Western
Yamuna Canal for irrigation bringing more land under cultivation.
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Inscription bearing a fragment of the Sanskrit drama ‘Harikeli Nataka', authored
by the kingVigraharaja IV. Besides being an able rulér and generous patron of art
and literature, he was aliterary genius himself.
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Irrigation was carvied theough rivers, canals, tanks, wells, reservoirs, sluices to obtain 3 good harvest.
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HW‘E;‘F ) :Bﬁlw i o 2t 81 et A weelier efdrion Embankment and pavilions at the Anasagac—,
seha ; : Lake, Ajrmer. This artificial lake was built by: 5
A statue of the Jain tirthankara, Neminatha, from Narhar in theiking Arnoraja b;ween 11351150 cbé YT
Rajasthan, 11 th Century CE,giving us an indication of the Building of such reservoirs and concern fof
water conservation and irrigation indicatesa
scientific spirit among them,
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flourishing of Jainism under the dynasty, reflecting a spirit of
toleration and democracy fostered by Chauhans.
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Ralachuris . 4
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(7th-13th Century CE - reigned for nearly 700 years)
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Between the 7th and 12th Centuries CE, three dynasties in Central India and the
Northern Deccan arose, all bearing the name Kalachuris. The earliest of them all
were the Kalachuris of Tripuri, or Kalachuris of Chedi, who reigned between the
7th and 13th Centuries from their capital city of Tripuri, identified with the
present-day town of Tewar near Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh.

%wm‘gﬁﬁ%‘;ma@aﬁnwwmmm 1
Virateshwar Temple at Sohagpur, built by the king
Yuvarajadeva Il circa late-10th Century CE, another
major specimen of Tripuri Kalachuris architecture.
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Karna Temple at Amarkantak, built by king Lakshmikarna, circa 1041-1073

CE, the dynasty’s greatest ruler. A great patron of scholars, and several
well-known contemporary poets such as Villana, Nachiraja, Karpura and
Vidyapati adorned his court.
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Dancing Ganesha , circa 10th Century AD, a specimen
of developments in sculpture under Tripuri Kalachuris,
indicating advances made in stonecutting.

Coin issued by king Gangeyadeva (reigned 10151041 CE). The
obverse contains the image of a seated Lakshmi, while the
reverse contains the king’s name, ‘Shreemad Gangeya Devaly’,
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.The short-lived rule of the Kalachuris of Kalyana, who ruled in the 12th Century over territories in
Southern Maharashtra and Northern Karnataka, was more of an interlude in the reign of the
Chalukyas of Kalyana over the region. However, it was culturally important. It was in their reign
that the Lingayat rnovement made its appearance, and the Vachana form of Kannada poetry
St % developed during their reign.
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Folio from a palm-leaf manuscript containing Vachana poetry, circa 11th Inscription of the king Sovideva, dated 1172 CE, at the Jain temple Coins issued by King Bijala Il { reigned1130-1167 CE),
[12th Cent CE. Basavanna, the founder of the Lingayat movement, and an in Lakkundi, Gadag district, Karnataka. In old Kannada, the the greatest ruler among the Kalachuris of Kalyana,
impartant early vachana compaoser, was Bijjala II's contemporary. The inscription indicates not just early development of the Kannada he declared independence from his overlords, the
egalitarianism preached by the Lingayats indicates the development of language. but the royal patronage extended to the Jains under the Kalyana Chalukyas in 1157 CE.
democratic thoughts at the social level. Kalyana Kalachuris, indicating a tolerant and democratic spirit.
rasaes Piaves o Rarsasins 1 o0 via [Cuinn) Vias
Farsd Piate.
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The succeeding lineage was that of the Kalachuris of Ratnapura, who reigned
between the 11th and 12th Centuries CE from their capital city of Ratnapura, identified
with the present-day Ratanpur in the Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh. They were a
branch of the older dynasty.
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Gold coin issued by king Prithideva circa 1079 CE. The tri-metallic The Sarkhon inscription of king Ratnadeva Il, reigned

coins of the Ratnapura Kalachuris, issued in gold, silver and copper, 1120-1135 CE, the greatest among the Ratnapura

Featured various images such as the ‘gaja-shardula’, that is, a wrestling Kalachuri kings.

lien and elephant, human-headed lions, the monkey-God Hanuman

and the dagger.
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Main occupation comes from agriculture, animal husbandary and trade of which collection of minor forest produce and mining
were important economic activities. The Dantewada pillar inscription of princess Masakdevi states that farmers should not be
harassed for non -payment of taxes and arrears. Trade was mainly through currency. Trade and industry were organised in
shreni or guild system. Gold coins and copper coins were used.
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Chalukyas Of Vengsi
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3’ (7th - 12th Century CE- reigned for nearly 600 years)
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The Chalukyas of Vengi, also known as the Eastern Chalukyas, ruled over the Vengi region
in‘present-day Andhra Pradesh between the 7th and the 12th Cent CE. The reign of the
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Vengi Chalukyas saw a remarkable efflorescence of art and culture. R R i 3. Aep] I 3 ) d

Agriculture was the main occupation of the people. Source of irrigation was Krishna and oo &9 m%ﬂ%
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Godavari Rivers. Diamond mines were very popular during Chalukyas.The five centuries of L ’gﬁ g,w

the Eastern Chalukya rule of Vengi saw not only the consolidation of this region into a %ﬁ;qwﬁmas Gz mﬁ'ﬁ?ﬂ;ﬁ"‘;ﬁ
unified whole, but also saw the efflorescence of Telugu and Kannada culture, literature, ~ JM =T S S ATIARE = Bem 1ot

poetry and art during the later half of their rule. They had marital relationship with & g wiaal bl Jeivl o 390 7 € g ot

Nannaya, the scholar-poet, and the eminent
poet-linguist Narayana Bhatta, both court-laureates of
the Eastern Chalukya king Rajaraja Narendra, began a

Telugu translation of the Mahabharata, which, although
unfinished, is still regarded as an important milestone
in the development of Telugu literature, These eminent
scholars wrote in Kannada as well. The later Kannada
poets such as Pampa | and Nagavarma | also had
origins in Vengi.
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Statuie of Rajaraja Narendra (c.1019-1061) JRdra stun, Aty Ght CE sndicatig A
; jewellery and dressing under Eastern 10th Cent.CE copper-plate inscriptions
Chalukyas. of king Amma Il, with Sanskrit written
in the Kannada-Telugu Script. Telugu it g 49 1 I g |
and Kannada literature experienced a ‘Varaha' or boar emblem of Vengi

great ferment under their rule. Chalukyas.
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Bhimeshwara Swamy Temple at Draksharamam, built by Bhima |, circa 8th to
10th Cent CE. The Vengi Chalukyas blended Pallava and Badami influences,
along with their own innovations, in their temple architecture, This free flow
of ideas and influences indicates intellectual freedom and a democratic spirit
fostered by the rulers.
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Golingeshwaraswamy temple, Bikkavolu, Andhra Pradesh. Sculptures
embossed into its panels portray the developments in sculpture
under the Eastern Chalukyas, indicating advances made in
craftsmanship and stone-cutting.
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Ambapuram rock-cut Jain Cave temples, built by the early
Vengi Chalukyas, 7th Ctent CE, indicating that although
staunch Shaivas, the Viengi Chalukyas also patronized Jainism,
indicating a spirit of democracy and tolerance fostered by the
rulers,
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The Karkotas, a dynasty based in Kashmir, ruled over the region, as well as some other sub-Himalayan parts in the Northern
portion of the Indian subcontinent from 7th - 9th Cent CE. The best known ruler among the Karkotas was Lalitaditya
Muktapida, whose reign saw not only widespread conquests, but also immense intellectual and cultural activity.

The topography of Kashmir makes irrigation of land very easy due to the availability of water that helps in irrigation. The
floods often occurred in the valley during the summers when the snow melted. So, to protect the cultivable lands from
flood disasters and conserved the water for irrigation purpose new technological methods were introduced. Especially,

Lalitaditya introduced special provisions for the irrigation of Cakradhara (modern Tasakdar) Karewa by lifting water from

river Jhelum. Kalhana in his work gives a detailed account of the construction of a series of water wheels (arhatta) and its

distribution to various villages and also mentions channelling the water of the river Vitasta.
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Coin of king Vajraditya (Vigraha Deva) of the Karkota dynasty, c. 763-770. Obverse: Depicts
abstract king standing Reverse: seated goddess holding garland.
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A portion of the Sanskrit text
Kavyalankarasarasangraha, a commentary on poetics
authored by Udbhata, the poet-laureate of king
Jayapida, The courts of the Karkota kings were adorned
with such literary geniuses. The epic Haravijaya was
penned by Ratnakara, also a Karkota laureate.

Valkuntha Vishnu from Kashmir, circa 8th Cent CE, with the
lion head representing the Marasimha (lion) incarnation, and
the boar head, representing the Varaha (boar) incarnation.
These specimens portray the developments within sculpture
under the Karkotas, indicating the advances made in
craftsmanship, and idea about textile and jewellery.
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Martand Sun Temple, Anantnag, Jammu and Kashmir, built by Lalitaditya Muktapida in the 8th Cent CE. The temple, combining Gandhara, Gupta and Chinese influences, is a fine specimen of Karkota
temple-architecture; The free-flow of influences indicates a spirit of toleration and democracy.
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Ruins of the Stupa at Parihaspura, the new capital built by king Lalitaditya, Baramulla district,
Jammu and Kashmir. The inscription of his Buddhist minister, Chankuna, indicates that the site
also had a vihara (monastery) and a chaitya (temple), indicating royal patronage to Buddhism

under the Karkotas, showing the spirit of tolerance and democracy that prevailéd under them.
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The Guhilas , a Rajput dynasty, ruled over the present-day Mewar in Rajasthan from 8th - 14th Cent CE. Initially
feudatories of the Gurjara-Pratihara kings, they declared independence in the 11th Cent CE. The kingdom of the Nagda-
Ahar Guhilas ended with the Khalji conquest of Chittorgarh in the early 14th Cent CE.

Agriculture was the mainstay of the people. The state dug out tanks and collected rain water in ponds for drinking and
irrigation purpose. An alliance of king Bappa Rawal and rulers under Pratihar King Nagabhata | defeated the Arabs in

- 711 CE and forced them to retreat to Sindh.
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Achaleshwar Mahadev Temple at Sirohi, Rajasthan. The inscription discovered at the premises mentions the Painting depicting Guhila origin legend, Bappa Rawal receiving the
Guhila dynasty’s ancestor, Bappa Rawal, for the first time. Although the origins of the Guhilas is obscured by divine mandate to rule Mewar.
legends, Bappa Rawal , conventionally placed in the 8th Cent CE, is regarded as their founder. Inscriptions
and bardic legends indicate that sometime in the 12th Century CE, the dynasty split into two branches, the
senior ‘Rawal’ branch who ruled from Chittor, and their descendants, the junior 'Rana’ branch who went on
to found the Sisodia dynasty of Mewar.
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Sahastrabahu Temple Complex at Nagda, Udaipur district, Rajasthan, Nagda was once the capital of the Guhilas. Due to association with their capitals of Nagda
and Ahar, they are called the ‘Nagda-Ahar’ Guhilas.
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Eklingji Temple , Kailashpuri, Udaipur, Rajasthan. Its earliest portions, dated to the
8th Cent CE, have been attributed to Bappa Rawal, This temple, along with the
Sahastrabahu temple complex, is a fine specimen of Guhilas temple architecture.
The ornate pillars, spires and intricate carvings indicate advanced progress in
masonry and craftsmanship, and insights into contemporary dressing and jewellery.
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The Gurjara-Pratiharas ruled over vast portions of Northern and Central India from 8th - 11th Cent
CE. Initially ruling from Ujjain, they later shifted their capital to Kannauj. The Gurjara-Pratiharas
played an important role in halting further Arab expansion into India after the Umayyad conquest ¥t 5 €13, &35 850305,
of Sindh in the early-8th Century. Economy in Pratihara Empire was mainly dependent on Statue of Raja Mihira Bhoja | (c. 836-885
agricultural production. Thus, the major source of government revenue at that time was the tax CE), Gwalior

derived from the bulk of agricultural production. Trade was highly localised and dispersed to the
village level, where barter relationships replaced monetary exchanges. Also, Arab travellers of the
ninth and tenth centuries described a number of trade goods originating in various parts of the
subcontinent, which moved to market by a variety of pack animals. Indeed, one of the most
consistently demanded trade item have been the horse itself. An active exchange of products
internal to Indian kingdoms, as well as to outside, existed during the time of the Gurjara-Pratihara
Empire. The Arab geographers have also mentioned the types of coins used during that period.

yirer Breer, 980 1S HResd H - 7P amE,
e Al & U AR b FIUS HigloR
0 & e Rt o 21
Pratihara Inscription, 980 Cent. CE in
Sanskrit-Nagari language, it records the
construction of a temple of Vishwamurti
together with a step well.
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Coins of the Gurjara Pratihara king Mihira Bhoja |, circa

e o [T TR, T[5i-HicTere Tl HogdTel 3R 376 O Afeaie

gth Cent CE. Obverse contains the Varaha or boar symbol, B R A Eﬁ 21 376 mﬂ ] eramdmia ﬁ:ﬂgﬂ
while the reverse contains the legends ‘Shreemad Adi &) I FRar #J ¥ e Vb IR 2
Varaha', a title of his. The kingdom was at its peak under 1) U 371 Rkcl 3 el A T < AR et 61
Mihira Bhoja | and his son, Mahendrapala |, By The Sanskrit scholar Rajashekhara, associated with the court of
Mahendrapala’s reign, t.hei‘r E'T“Pi“! had ?9(0"“9 rc,.lghl',‘r the Gurjara-Pratihara King Mahendrapala and his son Mahipala,
equal to the Gupta Empire in size, extending from Sindh in His most important works are Kavyamimamsa and Karpurmanjari.
the West to Bengal in the East, and the Himalayas in the Kavyamimamsa is essentially a practical guide for poets that
North to the Narmada River in the South. explains the elements and composition of a good poem.
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Goddess Mahishasuramardini, a form of Durga, 9th
Cent CE, and the 'yaksha or nature-spirit Gokarmna from
Jain legends, with his consort, 8th Cent CE, indicating a
parallel Shakta and Jain presence. The freedom enjoyed

by religious minorities shows a spirit of tolerance and
democracy fostered by the rulers. These sculptures
alsoindicate the state of jewellery and dressing.
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Bateshwar Temple Comples, Chambal River Valley, Madhya Pradesh, circa 8th to 10th Cent CE, comprising Shaiva, Vaishnava

and Shakta shrines, another example of Gurjatra Pratihara architecture.

Fe R sl : Mammmmm%amgmmmmzm
- - e 2 i fae & Wy
TR TERT HiER, Tl AR SRR, e, 10RT e "Teli ka Mandir' or Telika Temple, Gwalior, circa 8th - 9th Cent CE, built in the

Ghateshwar Mahadeva Temple, Baroli Temple Complex, Chittorgarh, Rajasthan, 10th -11th Cent CE. ‘Gopagiri’ style, typical of Gurjara-Pratihara architectecture.

.
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The Tomaras, a Rajput dynasty, ruled over territories comprising modern-day Delhi and
Haryana from 8th- 12th Cent CE. King Anangpal I, popularly known as Anangpal Tomar. He
was the founder of Dhillika, which eventually became Delhi. The main occupation of the
people was agriculture. The principal crops were mustard, wheat, rice, gram, etc. The source
of irrigation were rain, rivers, wells, ponds, to etc.

GEIE DRG]
R
(1051-1081
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T APTAT AT ) e re
Painting depicting King Anangpal Tomar

King
Anangpal Il SR T ST fR T S T 5 T et (e /R
k'ﬁl's enr & FRvrs, e i 2 g wift a1 2 23 2

b et Billon/alloy coins called 'jitals'issued by the Tomara king

tructed R ¥
wy ion:sngTal Anangapala Il, indicating advances.made in metallurgy.

Baoli.

Rl B e @iz o fbe, 114 ) o mel 7 31y 3aTer Bl g a-1aran o o 5
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fereleT (el 2 o) g1 SfiaT 211
Lal kot fort, at Delhi, built by king Anangapala Il in the mid-11th Century CE. This
fort complex formed the nucleus of the earliest neighbourhood of Lal Kota, then
called 'Dhillika’, the capital of the Tomaras. With the Chauhan conquest of Delhi and
the displacement of the Tomaras from power in the 11th Cent CE, it was associated
with Prithviraj Chauhan in the public memory, and was popularly called ‘Qila Rai
Pithora"or *King Pithora (Prithviraj)’s Fort’. .

fott ™ w77oT pie o oy, 11l e o TR i ST 3FPTITeT T gy e T ol 5 e i
& U A el & AsTdie TR P a1, 5 dd armd o e e feeT Sel s 2 - e
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Suraj Kund lake, Faridabad, Haryana. Although definitely dating the monument

is difficult, it is estimated that it dates back to an early phase of the Tomara
- rule,circa 8th Cent CE. Concern for water conservation and irrigation shown by
ra rulers indicates a scientific spirit,
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The Palas ruled over Bengal and Eastern Bihar, as well as portions of North-Eastern India

-and Orissa, from 8th - 12th Cent CE. Noted for their military prowess, they also exerted

vast cultural influence over regions as far as Central and South-East Asia. The election of
. ‘the first Pala king, Gopala, indicates the prevalence of a democratic ethos. ;

g AsifRE ,
R Yoo |

Pala émblem,
Dhammachakka
Pavattana.

The Badal pillar

inscription of

Narayanapala (reigned

clrca late-8th and

early-10th Cent CE), While

praising Warayanapala as

a'Chakravartin'or

universal emperor, it also

praises his Brahman chief

minister Darbhapani as a

wise counselior ,

indicating the freedom
gty ki L and high status enjoyed

EEIGE R o £ T R (g by Hindus in their reign.

; YR 2] I b Hed M Y R Ul wRa A M) gr1 78 e 91 veed) dig ofaan & e e S ve s
iy : . ) ) g o s e 8 e w  ford o) A veeme endta wnfRe & 3 Rem @ 80 avdie)
TEST, W At A R W R 1 @%“3 | e A e i A portion from a palm-leaf manuscript of the Charyapada, a collection of mystical Buddhist poems composed
& s m}lﬁl '?Iﬁr‘% ?aa—a?;?%?ﬁg :;g%ﬂ mﬁw by monk-poets, mainly during the Pala perio in Eastern India; Written ina form of proto-Bengall, it indicates
SaTel, Heguret 3R AR ; 3‘3"“’ v HIRRE 4, early developments in the vernacular literature .
3 25 el ) B e R 3N AR e 31 R i, o S i
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. Central stupa from the Somapura Mahavira, the
Buddhist monastery at Paharpur, Naogaon, | :
~ Bangladesh. Inscriptions indicate that king  SSRR
Dharrnapala founded the monastery in the 8th &
CGent CE, while some sources attribute the
foundation to the kings Devapala, Mahendrapala L
and Mahipala , his successors. Staunch followers |8
of Buddhism, the Palas established and ehdowed
 several Buddhist monasteries throughout their.
empire, such as the prestigious Nalanda and
Viikramshila monasteries, which became famous
: cenitres of learning,

- "f}'\_,

reial gl & e, Pt 10dT orared B3
: ) 3 AT B

Pala coins, circa late-10th Cent
+ CE or later. &

fat i
efer , el &
e I TR TRl
Vihara( monastery) -complex, Vikramshila, Bhagalpur

district, Bihar. It was patronized and endowed by the Pala
kings, arid along wit}gNalanda, reached its peak under the

o .

-~

Portrait of the Buddhist monk and philosopher, Atisha Dipankara, a resident-scholar
at Vikramshila under the Palas and an early influence inthe formation of the
Vajrayana or Tibetan school of Buddhism, It is through such scholars that the Pala

B K ]

3R 3% S AR, fReR, T o ff ol g

. 3117 U i) T 531 3, e, 10ef - 1t

1efTe] €. , 2t A wfon et T ¥ g

/ %m I 1] el 2B 51T 1 T
7 ishnu, flanked bytwo of his avataras, circa 9th Cent,
el «Bihar, and a crowned Buddha, Bihar, 10th - 11th Cent
. CE metallicimages, indicating the developments in
 metallurgy and metal crafts under the Palas.

L TR R Ui g R ST e 38 5 B) shas-suni 3 e &)
Page from a palm-leaf manuseript, depicting stories from the jataka, the life-staries of Buddha.
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) (3th-10th Century CE - reigned for nearly 300 years)
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The Rashtrakutas ruled from 8th - 10th Century CE in the Deccan. Initially
subordinates of the Chalukyas of Badami, they declared independence later, and
developed the base of their power in Manyakheta, presently in the Gulbarga region
_ ,Karnataka, and were called the ‘Rashtrakutas of Manyakheta’. The Rashtrakuta

inscriptions mention ‘nalgamundas’ or elected local administrators, indicating
grassroot democracy.
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Kailashanatha Temple, Ellora, built by king Krishna
I, 8th Cent CE, from a single rock, indicating
advances in masonry and high skill of
craftsmanship.
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Adi Purana, a
philosophical
treatise by the
Jain monk
~philosopher
Jinanatha, who
was patronized by
Amoghavarsha |
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A panel from Ellora Caves showing
Rashtrakuta military strength,
comprising chariots, archers,
cavalrymen and war elephants,
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An inscription of Amoghavarsha |, the 5"%“2&4 =¥ U ﬁ! :F}-')‘é

most famous Rashtrakuta king, in Old

Kannada, Veerabhadra Temple, Kumsi, 876 i\ AA&HNV S tg@’ ? &5‘3‘3’?’ F

CE, indicating development of

vernaculars. RasiGES = E /] Gg @IJ' & C-l'fﬁ
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Karnataka, bullt by the Rashtrakutas , 9th Cent The Ganitasarasangraha, a S il AR 9 5

CE, indicating patronage to Jainism and a spirit mathematical treatise by the . ST OEN S/
of tolerance and democracy. scholar Mahaviracharya, who e )

lived under Rashtrakuta rule, = : - o = = ﬁ
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Shilaharas
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w (8th- 13th Century CE- reigned

for nearly 600 years)

fRIGTERT A Fefmr HERTE & Biepvr &5 F 84 3R 134 orareft & P 7o o fasam o yRy & & gl

SPIRER 9, a16 § 3214 WaAd ®9 F 2
The Shilaharas ruled in Konkan region of present-day Maharashtra between 8th and 13th
Century CE. Initially feudatories of the Rashtrakutas, they later declared independence.

a;g HERIE 51 ReTe? 2! gRY Rffa 61 711 I3 990 8 & SesiE
ﬁﬁ?@mﬁﬁ 27 ) 98 31 eieaifoep vd ARl BT aReg &1
Kanheri Buddhist Caves, Mumbai, Maharashtra, built by Shilahara rulers, who
. despite being Vaishnavas patronized Buddhism too, reflecting a tolerant and
democratic culture.

Banganga Tank. Mumbai, Maharshtra, adjacent to Walkeshwar T
scientific concern about water conservation and wngatmn

bt UL ELHE -
Shilahara coins, circa 13th Cent CE. ﬂmfm&wﬁ{m
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Apararka, a commentary on Yajnyavalkya
Smiriti by Shilahara king Aparaditya.
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The Walkeshwar Shiva temple, Mumbai, Maharashtra, 12th
.Cent CE, built by Shilahara Rulers.
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The Paramaras were a Rajput dynasty, who ruled over West-Central
India from 9th - 14th Centuries. Their base was the Malwa region,
Madhya Pradesh.

A statue of

. Chamunda, Paramara
: sculptural style,
Madhya Pradesh, 12th
Cent CE,indicating

the excellent
expertise of the
artisans and

11eft- 124ff areedt €. 3 sk @ Ry, G Coin of Nara\ra;man, 1th - 12th Cent CE, with

craftsman

WWWWHHEBM W seated Lakshmi on the obverse and royal and trends in
mglmiﬁﬁmﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁw legends on the reverse, Its surviving lusture dressing and
37 el 1 b Gefl 81 indicates an advanced state of metallurgy jewellery
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e Vidisha Pillar Inscription of Naravarman,
: circa 1th - 12th Cent CE.
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‘Harsola Capper-Plate Inscription of Siyaka Il, 10th Cent CE, Gujarat,

i

R A 2 A
_ 3151 &1 (el )
‘Samarangana Sutradhar, a treatise on
Vastu or traditional Indian architecture,
written by king Bhoja.
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Tattva Prakasha, a treatise

on philosophy, written by

king Bhoja,
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Bhojeshwara Temple,
Bhojpur, Raisen Dist.,
Madhya Pradesh. Begun
by King Bhoja of Dhar in
1ith Cent CE, its
construction was left
unfinished for unknown
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perumals)
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The Cheras were a dynasty who ruled in Kerala between the 9th and 12th Century CE. Overseas trade in the Indian Ocean,
as well as the Malayalam language greatly developed greatly under them. Sources indicate democratic governance via
assemblies in towns (nagara) and villages (grama).
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The Christian Copper Plates of Kollam, a
charter of rights issued during the reign
of king Sthanu Ravi Kulasekara to the
Syrian Christian merchant Mar Sapir fso,
ath Cent AD. Along with the Jewish

* Copper Plates from Cochin, it indicates
B _the freedom given to Jews and
Christians under Chera rule, and a
democratic, tolerant spirit.
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Mural of King-saint and poet Rama Rajasekara,
known as Cheraman Perumal Nayanar (the Chera
king-saint), animportant Shaiva figure,
Brihadiswara temple, thanjavur, 11th Cent CE.
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The tank adjacent to Thiruvanchikulam Mahadeva
A Ty Temple. Such tanks indicate scientific concerns

! r regarding water conservation and irrigation
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Mural of a dancing Shiva,
ThiruvanchikulamMahadev
a Temple. Its surviving
bright colours indicate
scientific advancement in
colour making and trends
in dressing and jewellery

el B e 7T e 3 a1 SRR 73 @ g e e, S va A 1l e €
3 311 e a0 @ 3R e R 9 &)

The Jewish Copper Plates of Cochin, a charter of trading and other rights issued by king
Bhaskara Ravi Varman to the jewish merchant, Joseph Rabban, 11th Cent CE
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ThiruvanchikulamMahadeva Temple, Kodungallur, Thrissur
dist, circa 9th Cent, Chera style of architecture. The Cheras
greatly influenced temple architecture in Kerala, It attests to
advanced masonry and woodwork.




their most notable role has been resisting the attacks of the Turkic Ghaznavid rulers on
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The Hindu Shahis ruled over Western Punjab, portions of North-Western Pakistan,
South-Eastern Afghanistan and the Kabul valley from 9th to 11th Cent CE. Historically,

North-Western India.
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Early coins of the Hindu Shahis, circa 9th Cent CE, bearing a
bull symbol on the obverse and a horseman symbol on the
reverse, with the legends “Sapalapati” or ‘Commander’ in
Nagari and Bactrian scripts, a title used frequently by the
Hindu Shahi kings, indicating military prowess and martial
ethos.
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Ekamukhalinga, a Shiva Linga with Shivas face, Afghanistan, 9th Cent CE, showing Gandhara sculpture
influences, and indicating the prevalence of Shaivism. Hindu Shahis were devout Shaivas and built many Shiva
. . temples acrass theirl ¢ir
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Mandana Fert, Salt Range, Punjab, Pakistan.
The temple seen among the ruins was built
by king Anandapala, 11th Cent CE. The hill
fortis a scientific marvel of masonry
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Chaudelas
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The Chandelas were a Rajput dynasty that ruled over the Bundelkhand region, then known ; ,-,:_-%' ~ /'“‘v...—. ’
as ‘Jejabhukti’ in Madhya Pradesh, from 9th - early-14th Cent CE. Initially subordinates of - Nt
the Gurjara-Pratiharas, they became independent by 10th Cent CE. P P o e
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Brahma with his consort, a dancing
Ganesha and Vishnu with Lakshmi.
Statues from Khajuraho, specimens
of sculpture under the Chandelas,
indicating advances made in the
temple ornamentation and carvings
showcase intricate details,
symbaolism, and expressiveness.
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Kandariya Mahadeva Temple, Khajuraho,
Madhya Pradesh. Built during king Vidyadhara's
reign , early-11th Cent CE, the rugged
appearance of the shikhara or central spire was
intended to give the impression of Mount
Kailasha, Shiva’s residence, a scientific and
artistic marvel
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Coins of the king SallakshanaVarman, circa 1120-1135 CE.

@@ﬁmd’fmﬂ?ﬁmﬁa:ﬁﬂ mfe |gwﬂ§$maa
RleTiote B SRer, Teen (e v wiia St o)
3ffe 3 e &5 e ettt a1 o 53T &1 48 e
ST 2 el S g e wercna 3 v
e We & ﬁl
Parshvanatha Jain Temple at Khajuraho,
10th Cent CE. An inscription attached to
it describes the amicable relations
between its patron, Pahila (possibly
a local Jain merchant) and king
Dhanga, indicating the
freedom enjoyed by the
_ Jains under Chandela rule, =
> ¥ s 7 and a tolerant,
= ".' J . ':'!’ wi G J i 4 : < i democratic spirit. e
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— - : The Lakshmana Temple, Khajuraho, built by Yashovarman , 10th Cent CE,
in the Panchayatana format, in which a main shrine is surrounded by four
subsidiary shrines, indicating advances in the science of architecture
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Vishvanatha Temple, Khajuraho, Madhya

Pradesh. Built by Dhanga, late-10th or

early-11th Cent CE in the Nagara style, the

inscription attached to it omits the name

of the Gurjara Pratihara overlords,
indicating that the Chandelas were
independenliy this time
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The Kirat Sagar lake, Mahoba, Madhya Pradesh, built by
Kirtivarman (1060-1100 CE). Such lakes indicate a scientific
attitude regarding water conservation and irrigation
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The Cholas, a Tamil dynasty , ruled from 9th - 13th Cent CE. Based in the Thanjavur
region of the present-day Tamil Nadu and descended from the ancient Cholas, at its
peak the power of the dynasty was spread as far as Sri Lanka and South East Asia.
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Coin of Rajaraja |, circa 985-1014 CE, regarded as
the greatest of the medieval Chola kings. -
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The famous bronze Nataraja
statue, which has come to
symbolize Chola sculpture, was
originally commissioned for the
garbhagriha or the sanctum of the
Brihadishwara temple. It indicates
advancement in metallurgy and
metalcraft.
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b el - i The Brihadishwara Shiva Temple, Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, built by Rajaraja | in the 11th Cent CE.
8 2 f A fine specimen of Chola architecture, it is built in the Dravida form, combining Pallava
¥ TATER influences, traces from the Amaravatischool of architecture, and their own innovations,
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indicating an inclusive and creative spirit.

et arraann , 12 & o €1

Kamba Ramayanam or Ramavataram, an
epic narrating the events of the Ramayana
written by the Chola-era Tamil
poet-laureate Kambar, 12th Cent CE.
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A mural from the Brihadishwara temple, depicting king FAfifer, qefel & @ el Wﬁ ¥ wfgen Herfsmwor ahen B ¢
E?Iﬁgtl | Rajaraja | and his guru, The surviving bright colours indicate Temple carving from Airavatesvara Temple, Darasuram, built by
Astatue of Rajaraja | at the Brihadishwara scientific advanices in colour-making, and trends in dressing king Rajaraja |1, 12th CE depicting how women empowerment
Temple, indicating trends in dressing and and jewellery. has always been in Indian culture,
jewellery .
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The Uttaramerur and Ukkal inscriptions of ParantakaChola I, with valuable details on

democratic governance in towns (Variyam/ward) and villages(Ur/village assembly), election of
administrators, and self-governance, indicating democracy at the grassroots,

Cholapurarm, Ariyalur district, Tamil L_,......
Nadu, which became the capital =
circa. 1025 CE. Rajendra | built it to
commemorate his military victory
over the Palas in 1019 CE, and styled
himself ‘Gangaikonda’ or ‘Conqueror
of the Ganga'. Besides proving their
military might, the remains also
indicate elaborate, scientific town
planning.
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The Utpala dynasty ruled Kashmir from 9th-11th Cent CE. They rose to power
after Avantivarman, the dynasty's founder, seized power from the Karkotas in
855 CE. Regarded by the sources to be of lowly social origins, their rise to power

indicates meritocracy in politics, and their reign was rich from a cultural point
of view.

N m%mmﬂieﬁmétm
i ulns of Avantivarman, the dynasty’s founder, 9th Cent CE.
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Four-armed Goddess, possibly Sharada, late 9th
Century CE, portraying sculpture under the Utpalas,
indicating the excellent expertise of the artisans and
craftsman. Trends in dressing and jewellery are also
conveyed.
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Embossed Buddhist devotional iconograph,
depicting scenes from the Buddhas life, late-9th
‘Cent CE. Buddhism continued to flourish under
Utpalas, and they made and endowed several
Buddhist monasteries too, indicating a tolerant,
democratic spirit.
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A treatise on poetics, Kavyalankara of Rudrata Bhatta, an Utpala-era Kashmiri
rhetorician, musicologist and litefary critic, 9th Cent CE
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Avantiswami temple, Avantipora, Jammu and Kashmir, attributed to Avantivarman, 9th Cent CE. The

temple contains both Shaiva and Vaishnava deities. The towns of Avantipora and Sopare (then Suyyapura) «
were also built by the Utpala rulers. These towns and their buildings indicate scientific planning..
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Treatise on Myaya philosophy, Nyayamanjari,
written by Jayanta Bhatta, philosopher and
advisor to king Shankara Varman of the Utpala
Dynasty, 9th Cent CE,

B mewmﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂgmﬂh

9IRA R fo1ian 2t HMegeiE], o df I <.1
Utpala- era philosopher and linguist Mukula Bhatta’s
wark on the philosophy of language,

Abhidhavrittamatrika,
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Coins of Queen Sugandha who ruled briefly in the
early-10th Cent CE. Although she was deposed soon by
her opponents, her rule was peaceful and prasperous.
Such popularity of a queen indicates an inclusive,
democratic spirit
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Somavaushis (Kesharis)
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The Somavanshis ruled Orissa from 9th - 12th

Cent CE. Abhinava Yayatipura, identified with
present-day Jajpur town, was their capital.
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Lingaraja Shiva Temple -cornplex, Bhubaneshwar. Its plan follows the classical 'deula’

format within the Kalinga architectural style, comiprising a vimanalcentral spire

containing the sanctum), jagmohana (assembly hall), natamandira (festival hall) and

bhoga mandapa (hall of offering), indicating advances in the science of architecture
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Brahmeshwara Temple, Bhubaneshwar, built by king
Udyotakeshari's mother, Kolavati Devi, 1058 CE, another
specimen of Kalinga style architecture. Its sculptures
indicates the excellent expertise of the artisans and
craftsman and trends in dressing and jewellery
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Chaululzyas (Solaukls)
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The Chaulukyas, a Rajput dynasty, ruled parts of Gujarat, Rajasthan and the Malwa
in Madhya Pradesh from mid-10th - 13th Cent CE. Their capital was Anhilwara, Patan
district , Gujarat.
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Copper-plate inscriptions of Chaulukya king
Durlabharaja, 1010 CE
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Coin of Kumarapala, among the
greatest Chaulukya kings, Patan,
circa. 11451171 CE
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Vishnu , Gujarat, circa 1026 CE, showing developments
in sculpture under the Chaulukyas. The precision in
ornamentation shows the excellent expertise of the
artisans and craftsman
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Jain scholar and philosopher, Acharya
Hemachandra Suri, patronized by Chaulukya
king Jayasimha Siddharaja, circa 12thCent CE
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A meditating Jain Tirthankara, circa 1000-1050 CE, indicating patronage
to the Jains, demonstrating a tolerant, democratic spirit
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The ‘Rani ki Vaav', a stepwell built by Udayamati, queen of
Bhimadeva |, Patan district, Gujarat, 1063 CE. Besides indicating a
scientific concern for water conservation, a queen sponsoring
constructions also indicates an egalitarian, inclusive ethos

[ Fow, ey & mgveals & e |

mmgmnaﬂﬂgﬂﬁﬁa HSGAR 51 Hlew, &P
Hfer-uRva, forem g, T # v #1 2 ity 99
mﬂﬂimmﬂ@mmﬂﬂia’wﬁﬂmﬁm
5 5y SRS AR cRasiib e 6 JURER &1 3 2 &)
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Temple, Taranga
Temple-Complex,
Mehsana district,
' Gujarat, built by
Kumarapala circa
1161 CE. Although
mostly Shaivas
themselves, the
Chaulukya kings also
patronized Jainism,
Indicating the
presence of a
tolerant, democratic
spirit
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The Chalukyas of Kalyani ruled over much of the Western Deccan from
10th - 12th Cent CE. They were named after their capital city of Kalyani,
identified with the modern city of Basavakalyana in the Bidar district of
present-day Karnataka. Like their Eastern contemporaries, the Vengi
Chalukyas, they too were descended from the ancient Chalukyas of
Badami.
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Mitakshara, a commentary on the
legal treatise Yajnavalkya Smriti,
was written by Vijnaneshwara,

T

Kalyani Chalukya coin with the
' Waraha (boar) emblem

scholar at the court n: mm"ﬁﬁ!

Vikramaditya VI
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Left to right- Other Kalyani Chalukya temples, Malllkarjuna temple, Kuruvatti, 12th Cent CE, Kalleshwara
temple, Bagali, 10th Cent CE, and Mahadeva temple, Itagi, 12th Cent CE, all in Karnataka. The Kalyani
Chalukya architectural style is said to be a transition between the Badami Chalukya and Hoysala styles
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A popular vachana
poerm in Kannad by
the poetess
Akkamahadevi,
who lived during
Western Chalukya
rule. Kannada
poetry greatly
flourished in this
period. A woman
saint’s prominence
indicates an
egalitarian,
inclusive ethos
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An inscription in Old Kannada by King Vikramaditya VI,
1112 CE, at the Mahadeva Temple at Itagi. The Western
Chalukyas encouraged the use of vernacular languages,
and the Kannada language greatly developed under
them. Their inscriptions also refer to democratic local
self-governance practices, such as village assemblies
and mahajans, trustees of public endowments
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Chalukyas 0}: kalyam
(Wesceru ChalukRyas)
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(10th-12th Century CE - reigned for nearly 300 years)
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Coin of King Someshwara |, circa

| e HEH

1048-1063 CE. He was one of the greatest
rulers among the Kalyana Chalukyas, with
important military, administrative and
cultural achievements
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Manasollasa, an
encyclopedia written by
king Someshwara lll,
covering a wide variety
of topics such as scierice,
art, literature,
philosophy, ethics,
governance and
economy, 12th Cent CE
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- Kasivisveswara temple,

Gadag District,
Karnataka, circa 11th
Cent CE, regarded as the
best specimen of the
Kalyani Chalukya
architecture
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The Hoysala Dynasty ruled most of what is now Karnataka between the 10th and 14th
centuries CE. The capital of the Hoysalas was initially located at Belur but was later
moved to Halebidu. The Hoysala era was an important period in the development of
South Indian art, architecture, and religion.

#oE $ w9 7 @3 &, 1240 oemeh do,
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Standing Vishnu as Keshava, early 12th
Century CE. Kamnataka. Heavy
omamentation, and the use of soft
chlorite  schist  (soapstone) are
distinctive  features of Hoysala
sculpture, The Sculptures of Hoysalas
indicate the excellent expertise of the
artisans and craftsmen.

AR (. 11081152 $0 ) 1108 o & 3 @& Wi A1 Sowien wem 61 0w &
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Vishnuvardhana (c. 1108-1152 CE) ascended the Hoysala throne after the
death of his elder brother Veera Ballala | in c1108. He built the Keerthi
Narayana temple at Talakad, and the spectacular Vijayanarayana temple at
Belur. Relief of Vishnuvardhana with his queen Shantala Devi,
Chennakeshava temple at Belur,

DT e, SrETReT & T
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e (182 o), 181 g0 H
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2

Old Kannada inseription (1182
CE) of King Veera Ballala Il at
Akkana Basadi,
Shravanabelagola, a Jain temple
(basadi) built in 1181 AD.
Hoysala  kings  providing
patronage to other religions,
8 indicate their spirit of tolerance
and democratic values.
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Garuda pillar hero stone A fem I B
it iy mliold Embl:?" oEfUH sala dynasty, a sculpture at Chennakeshava
y Kannada inscription, circa 22 il P

1220 CE. Temple from the 12th Cent C.E, showing the dynasty’s founder,
[ Sala, fighting a lion.

TP Hfe, 1268 $0 # a7 | S &1 i, st e S Bk F ' :
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-3 R 2 ) R 7 81 4 et Aregebi & Agnes 21 a5 e e &) S R, 3 18 1 30 Rl ot R F sl ST fevem
Chennakesava Temple, Somanathapura, was built in 1268 CE. Typical of Hoysala architecture, & 8, e S S SIS T & ¥ R R

it has distinct parts merged to form a unified, organic whole, in contrast to the temples of Gold coin of Vinayaditya, Tith Cent CE. The obverse has the
Tamil country, where different parts of a temple stand independently. It is an example of the figure of a lian, and the reverse has the legend "sri Malaparolu

scientific knowledge of the Hoysala architects. Gonda” written in Old Kannada script, translating to ‘Lord of the
Malpad Janapada’.

gl A o RRvET AR w1 AR Gl 31w, 1246 g0 7 ven Ak SRR & o
5 A BRI I 2 U SR SR S5 g &R AN 98 g (A
HiRT) T8 (2ief) dof § Rl 1347 el B 2 ardme 31 U Ime 33801 8,
. TR an w Asada i 8
: Vesara style Vimana of the Lakshmi Narasimha temple at Nuggehalli, built in
1246 CE by Bommanna Dandanayaka, a commander in the Hoysala Empire,
during the rule of King Vira Someshwara. It is an excellent example of
13th-century Hoysala architecture built in the trikuta (three towers) vimana
(shrine) style with fine sculptures adorning the walls.

I H Eree YeeR REH @61 2991 8 S| A awiivge [
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View of the Hoysala stone quarry at Pushpagiri. These quarries
are dominated by chlorite schist stones which were used for
the construction of temples and forts in Halebidu, using iron
tools, including sledge hammers, chisels and wedges.

a) area showing Yagachi canal and locations of ancient quarries.
Red band marks the course of the canal connected to water
tanks located along its course and blue fine denotes the
remnant fortification around Halebidu.

b) View of the Yagachi canal at Kallusettihalli.
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The Kachhwaha dynasty ruled over the principality Amber with its capital city of Jaipur -
from the 11th Century CE, till its accession to the Indian Unien.after independence.
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‘Man Singh | (1550 - 1614) Man

h fought sixty-seven important

85 in Kabul, Balkh, Bukhara,

zal and Central and Southern
He also constructed the

mple df?l!a-_nevi at Amber Fort.
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lilustration of the emblem of the Kachhwahas, [ f . Jai Singh I (1688-1743)

| fl founded the fortified city of

1727 £. 7 v wars o e B g ffda k - I Jaipur and made it his
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Visuals from the City Palace, Jaipur, built by Maharaja
Sawai Jai Singh 11, in 1727 CE, Built on ancient Hindu
grid pattern, it was designed by Vidyadhar
Bhattacharya who was educated in silpa-sutras on

: il icity-planninqr:nd architecture.
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Embossed double-leaf silver door entry into the Sila Devi Temple at
the entrance to Amber palace’s Ganesh pol. The temple is dedicated
to Sila Dewvi, a Goddess of the Chaitanya cult. The door was given to
Raja Man Singh when he defeated the Raja of jessore, Bengal, in
1604. The impressive carvings on the silver door jllustrates the
impressive metallurgical skills of the Kachhwaha artisans.

STFE 2T TR, 201 R T R, ISR, HRe 31511 A e 3 3R 50 &) adnr 33 o1 i onet 1681 174l e €.
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The Amer Fort, or Amber Fort, Rajasthan, India. Raja Man Singh built the present structure of the Amber Fort circa 16th
-17th Century CE, while Jai Singh | expanded it later. Ganesh Pol at Amer Fort. This fort’s architecture includes Rajasthani
and Mughal architecture, indicating a'spirit of democracy and tolerance disseminated by them.
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]5 Portrait of Maharaja Sawai Madho _EJ L g, -

i it oty MR S S o e 5 P afe aneie el A e ad ) e 4, S e B v
fetamias dressed Ino jama with a4l gt (27 Hice Foelh) &1 e o R A Reefl, ey (39 HPWT Wi #), S, J (1) Aot i 6t
a fitted bodice which attaches at TSTET) 31V IO TR ST 7 O AErerTey SRS 32 Gl Y EINA e ) A Wa F
tskh?"de'a“da long and gathered B e Afcrent3il 1 0e e AU [T 52 9 & Mol @Plet ST R T ) U, &1 AR @1 39411
e o i TRV 3 31 el TSl 5 e e e b g et T 201
bracelets and necklaces, and a
\ Jewelled turban. His waist is Jantar Mantar, Jaipur was the largest of the five Astronomical Observatories built by Jai Singh.
wrapped with a parka which holds Samrat Yantra, Jaipur is the world's largest sundial (27 meters high). Sawai Jai Singh built five
his sword. The subtle motifs of his observataries at Delhi, Mathura (in his Agra province), Benares, Ujjain {capital of his Malwa
robe and the sophisticated textiles province), and his own capital of Jaipur. He drew up a set of tables to enable people to make
used for the cushions, floor astronomical observations. Relying primarily on Indian astronomy, these buildings were used to

. goverings and screens show the accurately predict eclipses and other astronomical events.
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Lohara dynasty ruled Kashmir approximately between 11th Century CE and 14th

Century CE. The seat of the Lohara dynasty was a hill fortress called Loharakotta; the
precise location has been the subject of academic debate for a prolonged period.
The famous queen of Kashmir, Didda, belongs to this dynasty.
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Didda (c. 924 CE - 1003 CE) was the ruler:
of Kashmir from 980 CE to 1003 CE
Didda placed Sangramaraja, the son of
her brother, on the throne, shifting the
royal succession from the Yashaskaras to
Lohara dynasty.
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Vishnu and Lakshmi supported by Garuda, 1ith century
CE., Jammu and Kashmir. The sculpture belongs to the
Vaikuntha Chaturmurti type, a four-headed aspect of the
Hindu ged Vishnu, primarily found in Kashmir. Intricate

Rajatarangini (“The River of Kings"}, written by
Kalhan in 12th century C.E., is a metrical
legendary and historical chronicle of the
north-western part of india, particularly the - Yoy R el 07 R gy .
kings of Kashmir. The work consists of 7826 n ‘- \ g pnreigy . lbE .1 Ul geagrai s £7y g i sl ebia
verses, which are divided between eight books 2 - ;
carvings on Lohara sculptures demonstration
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i P 718, A 31 ) W el A o A el 2 (@)1
B, ciler @i, ¢ 1T Coin of Queen Didda (979-1003 CE). Obverse: Lakshmi seated facing in
s, BF der & el lalitasana, holding diadem in right hand and long-stemmed lotus in
&1 fa5T, e @t 3R left hand, legend at left in Sharada script: Sri, at right: Didda. Reverse:
»REAH vE | Highly stylized King standing facing, sacrificing at altar at left, legend
T @t Bl ) at right in Sharada script: De(vya).
The Bodhisattva

Sugatisamdarsana-Loke
svara, Kashmir, Lohara \9\9 ‘ ||I l RER l
period, c. Tith century, \\o

gives us an insight into o '
development of v o3 - v .
metallurgy, SB R&] mbﬂ Rﬁ& N KN @N
craftsmanship and

omaments under the "
Loharas.
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Fragment of a Buddhist
Prajnaparamita Sutra
manuseript folio, Kashmir,
Tth-12th Century C.E. This

Lohara rule, reflecting a spirit
of toleration an ocracy
fostered haras.

indicates deu:?'ments in
Mahayana Bu ﬂ%}undm

o (-gftar) & e, wedR, 1089-101 01 3amiP- B3 e die o e
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Coinage of Harsa (“Harshadeva”), Kashmir, 10891101 CE. Obverse- Man,
wearing an angular headdress and holding spear, on horseback; "1
Harsadeva" in Sarada script above; reverse- Goddess seated facing ona

lotus, holding lotus and vase. .
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The Sena dynasty ruled Bengal through the 11th and 12th centuries. The empire, at

its peak, covered much of the north-eastern region of the Indian subcontinent.
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Jayadeva, the famous Sanskrit poet and author of Gita Govinda, was one of the
Pancharatnas (five gems) in the court of Lakshmana Sena. Gita Govinda
concentrates on Krishna's love for Radha in a rite of spring. It is sung, set to
traditional Odissi ragas & talas. Original palm leaf manuscript of the Gita
Govinda in Odisha State Museum.
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The Barrackpur inscription is incised
on a single piece of copper in
Sanskrit. The inscription is dated to
the year 32 reign of Vijaya Sena
{approximately AD 1159), It records
the grant of a piece of land to a
named Udayakaradeva Sharman.
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The royal seal of the Sena dynasty, a terarmed figure of the g

Shiva, is attached to the top of the plague.
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The Dhakeshwari (Durga) temple, 12th Cent CE, built by
Ballala Sena, Dhaka, present day Bangladesh.
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A statue of Vishnu, Bengal, from the Sena period, 11th Cent CE.
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- The Gahadavala dynasty, also Gahadavalas of Kannauj, was a Rajput dynasty that ruled

parts of the present-day Indian states of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar during the
11th and 12th centuries. Their capital was at Kannauj.
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Gold coin of Govindachandra, the greatest Gahadavala ruler, 11th Cent CE.
Obwerse- Four-armed Lakshmi seated cross-legged on a lotus: Reverse:
Devanagari legend *Srimad Gofvinda Chandra/Deva' with lotus to battom
right.
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Statue of Vajra Tara, Sarnath, 1ith Cent CE,
Gahadavala Dynasty, indicating the developments
in sculpture under the Gahadavalas, as also the
parallel Vaishnava and Buddhist presence in their
rule, indicating a tolerant, democratic spirit.
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Martanda {a form of the Sun-God or Surya) statue,
Rajasthan, 12th-century CE.
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Inseription of Kumaradevi, the Queen of Govindachandra, mentioning the construction of Dharmachkra-Jin-Vihara
at Sarnath, 12th Century CE It praises him for protecting Varanasi from the Turushkas (the Ghaznavids Turks).
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Karnat was established in 1097 CE by Nanyadeva. Karnat ruled over contemporary Mithila in the Bihar state
of India and parts of Nepal between 11th and 14th Century CE.
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Varna Ratnakara is the oldest prose work of Maithili language, written in 1324 CE by the Maithil scholar,
priest and poet |yotirishwar Thakur. The author was a part of the court of King Harisimhadeva.
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Pillar of Ra,abhavan at Simraungarh, the capital of
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- 8 Statue of Brahma from Simraungadh, Kamnata period. Due to
i“Lﬂ‘Jﬂ.,”ﬁ? Mithila's physical: proximity to Bengal, the sculpture of the
3[3] Kamatas had many Pala and Sena influences.
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12th-century Stane Inscription in Tichuta script from the reign of king Narsimhadeva. The Tirhuta
B or Maithili script was the primary historical script for the Maithili language and also Sanskrit in
3 !-‘1}"], \]’ﬁ% medieval Mithila,
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Flag of Rajas of Cochin
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Rajas of Cochin
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The Rajas of Cochin, also known as the Perumpadapu Swaroopam dynasty, ruled over a
kingdom comprising central parts of modern-day Kerala, from their capital city of
Cochin, from circa 11th Century CE till the kingdom's accession to the Indian Union after
independence. Besides Calicut and Cannanore, they were among the three most
powerful kingdoms of Kerala.
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Rama Varma Kunji pillai
Thampuran (1751-1805), or
* Rama Varma X, was the ruler
* of the Kingdom of Cochin.
The festival Thrissur Pooram
was started by him,
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Visuals from the Mattancherry Palace, Kochi, Kerala, buﬁl by the
Portuguese ‘as a gift to the Cochin Rajas, 16th Cent CE. Built in the
traditional Kerala Nalukettu style, it also combines European influences,

The Cochin Rajas were allies of the Portuguese in Kerala.
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A mural of Vishnu's Narasimha
incarnation, Mattancherry
palace, circa 16th Cent CE,
These murals influenced a
distinct  Kerala -style  of
paintings. -
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Anather mural from the Mattancherry Palace depicts the waking
up of Kumbhakarna from Ramayana; circa 16th Cent CE.
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Thrissur Pooram is an annual Hindu temple festival held at the Vadakkunnathan (Shiva)
) ple every year on the Pooram day in the Malayalam Calendar month of Medam. Thrissur
&8 Pooram was the brainchild of Rama Varma X, the Maharaja of Cochin.

TR AU O 11571 21 aRf wme 2y 61 217 o g o, R 1760 1R 1805 S B dia e 9 2w R o e A
A 1 1 R B ) HfSRel SRA 3R 0 TR v e g e

Sakthan Thampuran Palace was the centre of power of King Rama Varma Sakthan Thampuran, who ruled Kochi between AD 1790 and 1805. The main structure of the Sakthan Thampuran
Palace has a two-storeyed building and a traditional Kerala style Nalukettu,
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The Sémoothiris (Anglicised as Zamorin) were the hereditary Nair monarchs

of the Kingdom of Kozhikode (Calicut) in the South Malabar region of India

from the 12th to the 19th Century CE. At the peak of their reign, they ruled
over a region extending from Kozhikode Kollam (Kollam) to the borders of

At forens 3 i o a1 A o
Ioeha e 817 % 3pefia it TR
mﬁmaﬁgﬂuﬁa&?m i 8 g ¥

T VR
el el el @ 2w i%s s

Muccunti Mosque Inscription in Old Malayalam ??2 g B
and Arabic, 13th century C.E, mentioning the S BLE
Samoothiris’s endowment to the Masque. It :ﬁ & g 1
indicates royal patronage being extended to {4 ;?.i 3y

the Muslims under the s hiris. We can see FRFGR

the democratic values of the Samoothiri rulers YR T R

of Calicut in giving grants to different religious ;; : ?;
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The Oiniwars ruled the Mithila region, Bihar, from 14th - late-17th Cent CE. The culture
of Mithila, especially the Maithili language, developed greatly under their trule.
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Panthalayini Kollam (Koyilandy). ?ﬂgmammmmmﬁwma
: s
13 arerve Y QR e 3 3 i Tali Shiva Temple, or Tali Mahakshetram, Kozhikode city, Kerala. The

temple was built in the 14th Century by the Samoothiris.

It is one of the oldest temples in Kozhikode.
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2Zheng He's navigation chart from Hormuz to Calicut, 1430,
Zheng He (Cheng Ho), the renowned Ming Chinese admiral,
visited Calicut several times in the early 15th Century.
Samoothiris had trade links with many foreign empires,
including the Chinese.
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~ Portrait of Raja Shiva Simha ( reigned 1413-1416 CE), R O R AT WA BIGAA S oo fomin @ gy 1 fored warmen gl e ¢ 0
Madhubani painting style. His short but active reign was Apartion from Vidyapatss badavel, e
regarded as the golden period of Oiniwar rule, v ‘compilation of his Maithili poemns depicting the . i
55 romance between Radha and Krishna, Vidyapatis e e R sl
works are credited with shaping early Maithil ey oot IR
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A distinctive school of painting, known as the
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Portrait of the Shaiva poet-saint Vidyapati
Thakur (circa 1380-1460 CE), a pioneer of
Maithill iterature, referred to as ‘Maithil
Kavi Kokil'or‘the Cuckoo-ike Poet of
Mithila' He was the poet-laireate in Raja
Shiva Simha's court.
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The Kakatiya dynasty was an Indian dynasty that ruled most of the eastern Deccan region comprising present-day
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh and parts of eastern Karnataka and southern Odisha between the 12th and 14th
centuries. Their capital was Orugallu, now known as Warangal. The regnal years of the early members of the Kakatiya
family are not certain. The earliest known Kakatiya chief is Venna or Vanna (r. c. 800-815), who was born in the famllyr
of Durjaya and ruled from Kakati. -
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The Thousand Pillar Temple or Rudreswara Swamy Temple,
Hanamakonda, Telangana, was built by Rudra Deva in 1163 CE,
combining late Chalukya an Kakatiya styles, such as
star-shaped and triple shrined (Trikutalaya) structures, There
are richly carved pillars, perforated screens, exquisite icons,
rock-cut elephants and the monolithic dolerite Nandi as
components of the temple.

Ramappa Shiva Temple, Telangana, was constructed in
1213 CE by Recharla Rudra, a general of Kakatiya ruler
Ganapati Deva (reigned 1199-1262 CE). A typical
specimen of Kaktiya temple architecture. Their
scientific skills can be seen in the bricks used to make
this temple’s Vimara, These bricks can float in water,
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Vishnu with his mount, Garuda, his
consort, Lakshmi, and attendants,
1213th century, Kakatiya period. Kalyani
region, Andhra Pradesh.
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Warangal Fort, Warangal District, Telangana, built circa 12th Cent CE. The fort has
four ornamental gates, known as Kakatiya Kala Thoranam, that initially formed the
entrances to a now ruined great Shiva temple. Warangal was the capital city of the

Kakatiyas.

1262-1289 CE and is one of the few

queens in Indian history, She

continued the planned fortification of
the capital, raising the height of
Ganapati's wall as well as adding a
second earthen curtain wall 24 km in
diameter and with an additional 150
feet -wide moat.
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Kakatiya gold coin, Boar left at centre, sun
and moon above, St x 2, Lotus x 4, 2 legend
punches: “Raya Gaja” and “Kesari”,
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The inscription at Sri Varadaraja Swamy Temple in Peddakandukur mentions the donations
made to Varadaraja Swamy by Lenka Yadaiah's wife Mallu Balamma of Peddakandukur village
dunngthe reign of Kakatiya Prataparudra. It describes the social and economic institutions of

Kakatiyas,
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The Kohdi-Noor diamond was
originally owned by the Kakatiya
dynasty. It was probably in 1310 CE
that the Kohs--MNoor diamond
passed from Kakatiya ownership to
that of Alauddin, along with 20,000
horses and 100 elephants.
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Pakhal Lake is an artificial lake
situated in the Pakhal sanctuary close
to Warangal City in Telangana, The
lake was constructed during the time
of the Kakatiya Ganapati deva
Maharaja by Malyala Jagadula
Mummadie in the year AD1243 for
irrigation development and growth of
agriculture.
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The Thousand Pillar Temple inscription credits Rudradeva
with several victories that ultimately led to the
establishment of Kakatiyas as a sovereign power. He appears
to have achieved these victories sormetime before 1163 CE,
when he proclaimed sovereignty.
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The Yadavas or Seuna dynasty ruled over a kingdom that included present-day Maharashtra, North Karnataka and
parts of Madhya Pradesh, from its capital at Devagiri (in modern Aurangabad district, Maharashtra) from the 12th
to the 14th Century CE.
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Visuals from the Devagiri Fort, Aurangabad, Maharashtra, built circa 1187 CE by the first Yadava king, Bhillama V. Complex arrangement of
entryways, curved walls, false doors - Designed to confuse the enemy, false, but well-designed gates on the left side lured the enemy
soldiers iv and trapped them inside, eventually feeding them to crocodiles.
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Bhillama V (c. 1175-1191 CE) was the first sovereign ruler of the Seuna
(Yadava) dynasty of Deccan region. Around 1175 CE, Bhillama grabbed
power at the Yadava capital Sinnar, and ascended the throne.

v L2l
mmmmmﬁmﬂmmﬁ#ﬁ

v 3w 8 R v o S s R A v e ity &) e ot i o et B it o A
TR & 2o B g )

The Gondeshwar temple was built circa the 11th or the 12th century CE, in'the Bhumijastyle, in the form of a Panchayatana
complex, which features a main shrine surrounded by four subsidiary shrines. The main shrine is dedicated to Shiva, The temples
walls depict scenes from the Ramayana.
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Coin of king Bhillama V' (1185-1193), Central lotus

blossam, two shri signs, elephant, conch, and
“[Bhilla}/madeva" in Devanagari above arrow right.

T3 HETea @ defee R (12619270)) Hek wha R, & o g, oF, 3l
S 3 TR AeER & Al o & PYE & 3R

Punch-marked coin of king Mahadeva (1261-1270). Central lotus blossom,
two Sri, elephant, conch, and “Mahadeva” in Devanagari above sword
right punch marks

;*‘?: '_-r".- ” o

T T
fater g Tyl FRiami 3 gy fewdt a :
71 2, 31 U agst 3N wer A 8, S 1250 & & DL RS,
1274 i 7 m;rsﬁa nﬁz;g-;;;n er;snd[ g, St T
G (12711209) & AT 8 A1 550 3 e o BEE B s B TSt e 1235 _
3 W, BN dA B TR 31 e g,g;mmmﬁwﬁgw@;m e 3 R 10 & aferel 3 Farea IR A 2151 G
FrRiFuI o anfie 1 TA B A A PR A AR R R g N @ W P W o R & e A e

Encyclopedic book Chaturvarga
Chintdmani was written by Hemadri, a
polymath and a prime minister from 1259
to 1274 CE. in the regimes of King
Mahadev  (1259-1271) = and  King
Ramachandra (1271-1309). It contains,
among other subjects, thousands of Vratas
along with the modus operandi for
performing them. 5
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Hero stone with old Kannada inscription, 1235 CE,
from the rule of King Simhana || at Kubetur, Shimoga
district, Karnataka. Soldiers who died on the
battlefield were revered by the people of South India.
Hero stones were erected to commemorate their
heroic deeds.

(e 89 2 dignd #t B g ¥ eRant % T
Rfa @ ¥ 5 350 32wl @ gefm )

Hero stone (Virgal) with Old Kannada inscription, 1286 CE,

i from the rule of King Ramachandra in Kedareshvara

temple at Balligavi, Shimoga district, Kamataka. The Hero
stones depict warriors with different kinds of weapans,
which signifies their military advancemnents,
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Emblem and flag of
‘Jodhpur Kingdom.

The Rathores , a Rajput dynasty, founded the kingdom of Marwar in the 13th Cent CE. While they had earlier ruled
from Pali and Mandore, the capital was shifted to Jodhpur in 1459 CE by Rao Jodha, and thereafter was
known as the State of Jodhpur until its accession to the Indian Union after independence.
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Mehrangarh Fort, Jodhpur, Rajasthan. Its construction was begun by Rao Jodha in
1459 CE, although much of the existing structure is From 16thCentury CE. Such
forts were important military assets.
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Emblem and flag of Jodhpur Kingdom., 4
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Inlay work at Mehrangarh Fort containing gilded panels,
painted glass and woodwork, displaying high level of
mastery in metal-craft, glasswork and carpentry.
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Intricately decorated balconies at Mehrangarh Fort,s?!owing_‘h igh degree of
progress in stone-cutting.
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Maharaja Maldeo, among the greatest kings
of Marwar.

Wm‘mw%mnﬁa.m,mmm

) i Pl L g Bl it 3 \ Sursagar Palace , built by Maharaja Sur Singh at Jodhpur,
il o~ : v it _ circa 16th Cent CE.
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Sursagar Lake , built by Maharaja Sur Singh at Jodhpur, circa 16th Cent CE.
Such reservoirs indicate a scientific environmental concern for-water: 48
conservation and irrigation.
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Paintmgs from 18th Cent CE, Jodhpur. A distinctive Marwar school W‘i‘lhil:'l

work Avatar Charitra, 16th -17th Cent CE.
the Rajputana painting tradition flodrished under the Rathore rulers. A

.
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The Ahoms ruled Assam from 13th - 19th Cent CE. Much of the society and culture of
Assam developed under their rule.
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Silver coins of king Rudra Singha, circa 17th Cent CE. He
is believed to be among the greatest Ahom rulers,
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loy Dol, a temple-complex built

by king Rudra Singha in the

late-17th Cent CE, in memory of

his mothef{oyrnuli Devi,
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Kareng Ghar, also called Garhgaon Palace,
built by king Rudra Singha 1698 CE. It was
rebuilt by king Rajeshwar Singha around
1752 CE.
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- : A painting depicting king Rudra Singha holding court, 18th Cent CE.
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Shivasagar Lake, also called Borpukhuri, and the Shiva Dol temple, built by Queen Ambika, 1%
wife of king Shiva Singha, 18th Cent CE. Queens patronizing constructions indicates an
inclusive, egalitarian ethos.
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A manuscript-painting , Ahoim period. The art of
illustrating manuscripts through paintings greatly
developed under their rule,
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A, w45 f Anene Ff el Ahom-era cannons, indicating highly
Sankara Deva, the renowned Bhakti saint of developed metallurgy and metal-casting, 343

Assam, and his work, Kirtana Ghosha, mid-15th
to mid-16th Cent CE.
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The Sisodiyas, a Rajput dynasty , ruled Mewar in Rajasthan from 14th - 20th Cent CE, until its accession to the
Indian Union after independence. They were descended from the Guhilas of Nagda-Ahar.
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Udaipur city, founded in 1559 CE by Rana Udai Singh Il as the new capital of Mewar.
The city, with is lake palace, is a scientific marvel of planning, engineering and

masonry.
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Emblem of Mewar Kingdom, showing the historical alliance between the Bhil O 6d] a 17d] 2T {15

tribe and the royal family, an indication of egalitarianism. R e e et 3 F1 e ol

A portrait of Rana Kumbha of Mewar (
reigned 14331468 CE), circa 16th or 17th
Cent CE, counted among the greatest
Sisodia rulers.

TR Fal Gy 1G], 1535-1655 5,
T e - Teme e 3 o e
vietny ) vz # sfiend B

Rajasthani poet Dursa Arha, 1535-1655 CE,
who composed poetry praising Maharana
Pratap in course of the Mughal-Mewar
struggle.
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Vijaya Stambha, also called the Kirti Stambha, built by Rana Kumbha, Chittorgarh, to
commemorate his victory over the combined Gujarat and Malwa armies, led by

N_lahu?'s Sultan Mahmud Khilji , 15th Cent CE, a proof of the military prowess of the TSGR fREresen dielt 7 e ¥f &
Sisodiyas. R HERTOT HAlY (25
15721507 HIE) @1 o) e 1
B g YT i @ U, IR 30
- ¥ AREABTE § el 3 e @2
Painting depicting the battle of Haldighati between Rana Pratap A feBm
Mm' m.mwmﬁﬁa. Bam-mg'mmwa Singh and Emperor Akbar, 1576 CE, Mewar school of painting, 19th Portrait of Maharana Pratap Singh
IR W ot e (e B0 T G 5 16) €, 3 TS 1 U AT whe ) S (reigned 15721507 CE) by Raja Ravi
Varma, in the Rajputana painting
Kumbhalgarh. Fort, Rajasthan, built by Rana Kumbha, 15th Cent CE. Its style. Among the greatest rulers of
wall is the second longest wall in the world (after the Great Wall of Chinaj, the Sisodia dynasty, he put up
a scientific marvel of masonry. <l staunch resistance against the

Mughals throughout his reign,
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~ (14th-15th Century CE - reigned for nearly 150 years)
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The Sangama dynasty, who ruled from 1336 CE - 1485 CE, founded the Vijayanagara Empire, which
compr'ised areas in present-day Karnataka, Andhra Pardesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and parts of _
Goa and Maharashtra. Two brothers, Harihara | and Bukka Raya | are credited with founding the dynasty. )

1 21 1 1R, a8, oW,
7 v T, (1 3 i
SRR arswde - aenfRf v
" Emblem of the Sangarmas, boar,
dagger, sun and moon, which was

retained by all subsequent
Vijayanagara dynasties.

dynasty’s and the Vijayanagara Empires
¥ founder, 14th Cent CE.

R 2 TR R B & e, 3 HEE
o 2 B 13 S 8, 154 eranedl g1
Gold coins of Emperor Deva Raya |, counted

among the greatest Sangama rulers, 15th
Cent CE.

ST - B 3 et T e - 3 i Ry & dig gem @ g T,
s 3aftafe @ &) 2eue g o

Painting depicting the meeting between the brothers Harihara | and Bukka
Raya |, and the saint Vidyranya, with whose blessings Vijayanagara was
founded.

o R, g, asiem, wme 3a o v | 15 el o, g i,
e, B 3l aifae = ves dsife Jgem)

Hazara Rama Temple, Hampi, Kamataka, built by Emperor Deva Raya |,
15th Cent CE, a scientific marvel of architicture, masonry and
sculpture.
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Kannada inscription of Deva Raya I, Hazara Rama Temple, 15th

; Mallikarjuna Temple, Malapanagudi, Cent CE. Vernacular languages kept develaping under Sangamas.

Hospet, Karnataka, built by Deva Raya l,
15th Cent CE.
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Pane| from Hazara Rama Temple (1}[ "j‘f ‘i“ of of o A o s } L, ~ | A portion of Sayanas commentary on the Rig
depicting Vijayanagara army under {040 W / .p?’.‘f*’,#ﬂ",}" ,P A7 ': Veda Samhita, 14th Cent CE. Sayana was one of
Smmmprisihgamrms. an

J the resident scholars at Bukka Rayafs court, and
infantry, cavalry and elephants. many important works in Sanskrit were
sponsored by the Sangama kings, indicating a
culture of fostering scholarship.
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Vivaha sukta, Rig Veda 10.85.16-27|
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Wadiyars (Wodeyars)

_ (144l 1 204l 2idiec] §. &1 700 aul da AR Tb2AT)
Tmmmme) (14¢h-20th Century CE - reigned for nearly 700 years)

A

Wadiyar emblem, an illustration

e

IR ISIRAR F 14T 2rTed! 3 d1g J e S a1G WRATG e H Nfiet 813 7, 3151 & Pfed § TR W AR 5311 3 4w J
fasTaR AT & HERR2 38, d1e A |9 A & U]

The Wadiyars ruled Mysore in present-day Karnataka from the 14th Century onwards until its accession to the Indian
Union after independence. Initially subordinates of the Vijayanagara Empire, they later became sovereign rulers.

afEaR S aR &

e 1edl ) & 3

F elae 1o 2T & HrT
Gl

Gold coins of Krishnaraja
Wadiyar, circa late-18th to
early-19th Cent CE.

R sy & e A & s,
I i Gafd g |

Mysore artillery under Wadiyars,
indicating technological
advancement.

y Wadiyar emblem.
afzaR e |

T Raeieas ditar
(STETPIE 16731704 Hig)
B, e e i fg o

dgd %R g3l

Painting of King Chikkadevaraja
Wadiyar (reigned 1673-1704 CE), in
whose reign the kingdom of
Myvore expanced greatly e TSRS | 2T, R I ] s & Mysore Palace. Although the earliest structure was
ok, ez gR 14 el w0l A o o o), M built by the dynasty's ancestor, Yaduraya in the 14th
5T& FPT T QR e 78 7 IR0 A4 §49A A 1087 Cent CE, the present structure was built in the 19th
arared) 20 e 08 o) e 3ft g il Cent CE after a fire destroyed the older structure.
TRTIEER -1 9701 48 giell, Ues |eaeh e 3R vd  Combining Indian and European influences, it
TR STa-1 T Webd 221 indicatesa an inclusive and open-minded democratic
ethos.

g wstEet WP & AR, SR B g
waTeia] Al @1 Fmio anfsan s 4 4
ff erervect 381 € 9 e o B |

The temples within the Mysore Palace
grounds, such as this Mahalakshmi
Temple, were built by Wadiyar kings
since 14th Cent CE.
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15a1 21 204l Adie] § SPPI 600 aul db AR idbA1
\_g} (15th-20th Century CE - reigned for nearly 600 years)

‘ mﬁmﬂaﬁa[ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁm—ﬁw%mmwswmﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬁmwﬁ'awmﬁm%mﬁf
"SATH1 ST & | ST AR 151 ATed] I Tl b aIG WRAR W # fAer da 3ifRad & Vel

Tha Manikya dynasty ruled Tripura and other portions of North-Eastern India, known as ‘the Kingdom of Twipra in
pre-British India, from the 15th Cent CE till its accession to the Indian Union after independence .

diRrTTen , 51 1o dren  fofar wiftes 4o &1 sfhe &, 1 U g8 | 5 Wy 71w et
v 3 15 o ol & . A s o , 30T 3T I GRS g R R | Ao e
e 3 i as e 2w e i e i g |

A page from a manuscript of the Shree Rajmala, a chronicle of the Manikya dynasty,
written in Bangla. Commissioned by king Dharma Manikya | in the 15th Cent CE, portions
were added to it under subsequent kings. Official status to Bangla under Manikyas aided
the vernacular’s growth,

Aity, B Arerar) & A @ W st s &, 3y, g A v afs dis & B
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Tripura Sundari Temple, also known as Matabari, at Udaipur, Tripura, a Shakti
Peetha, built by king Dhanya Manikya, 16th Cent CE. It follows the Bengali
‘Ekratna'or ‘Deul’ style, where the temple does not contain any mandapa but only
the central shrine (deul) with the sanctum within,

I FifdR afvR, 3eay, R, aren e st 6 i
o1 wuE fean € mmﬂ?mmmmmm MWWM 3R wraTaTdl dierar # s €

Gunabati Temple Complex, Udaipur, Tripura, built by Queen Gunabati, the consort of King Govinda Mankiya, 1668-1663 CE, brick and
terracotta, showing Bengali architectural influences. Queens sponsoring buildings shows their prominence, which in turn shows an
inclusive and egalitarian ethos.

31311 ST Ve 1| (2RI 1523-1563) a1 g | 373 AT § Hiftey
AR N G AR gH1I

Coin of King Vijaya Manikya Il (reigned 1523-1563 CE), the greatest of the
Manikya rulers. The kingdom greatly expanded in his reign. q
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Tripuropanishad, a major work in Shakta philosophy, Tripura, 15th Cent CE.
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\. 13al 31 164l 2Adrec] . BRI 200 a4l deb AR b2t
s ) (15th-16th Century CE - reigned for nearly 200 years)
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The Gajapati dynasty ruled Orissa, parts of West Bengal and Andhra Pradesh from
mid-15th - mid-16th Cent CE. At its peak, their empire stretched from the Ganga in the
North to Kaveri in the South..

WATawg S FEAH TG A 5 6 v, B,
15efT aremad) % 3ta B 16 2rarad) @ wex )

Statue of Prataparudra Deva, among the greatest
Gajapati rulers, late-15th to mid-16th Century CE.

RIS ¥ e W 3 B, SATRIAG e oy, R T SRR 2GR 1434-1466 W 2 P o, e 0 A A |

mghnm Deva, the Gajapati dynasty’s founder, Kapileshwara Temple, Bhubaneshwar, built by King Kapilendra Deva, 1434-1466 CE, built in the Kalinga style.

e amit, e 2 gr1 iR ves e, Gre g o 6 AR Pl gd & e ff a4 g
Kautuka Chintamani, a text by Prataparudra Deva containing techniques for manufacturing gunpowder, 16th Cent CE.

; ST 3 A, ATa Vit HA e TEE A e s 3R
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4 Under Gajapatis, thn\(alshnwa Bhakti saint Chaitanya Mahaprabhu
! spread his message uf!plrrtuldunoc'acy and egalitarianism
¥ through such passages- “Spread Krishna's message to everyone
1 you see, | decree, salvage everyone in this land."
»

v e, wilim dmen, it 2a g PSR, 15 & ool ) 0 s S e Al
Heragui &)

m,gﬂ,m&mﬁﬁ( ssd‘{M?ﬁgl ) 13 wde A v . Kurumbera Fort, West Bengal, bullt by Kapilendra Deva, 15th Cent CE. Such forts were

important military assets.
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mmwmmm 1581 areed) |
T'EUW‘J’empl_e Inseription of King Kapilendra Deva,15th Cent CE.

WAITEE 48 & AR H & i 6 1 v R, 15 4 el 3 st & 16 F el B
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A por!ion of a statue of Bala Gopala from the reign of Prataparudra Deva, late-15th to
mid-16th Cent CE. An ardent Vaishnava, he was also a devotee of the Vaishnava saint
Shree Chaitanya, who lived in Orissa during his reign.
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Saluvas oaud Tuluvas .

13al 31 164l Adie] §. SR 200 a4l dd AR fbaAr
() (15th-16th Century CE - reigned for nearly 200 years)

SR HET & U S d21, Hegd, I W] 921 & ITRIASRT & | WY H HH1 921 & |Hd 9, 3% 381 1485
1S 3 1 IR weeTl B o1, 3% 1505 Hig T AT fobaT, STe qod 21 Tl & 31741, 311 Afeh el Smafad B a1 9 |
1570 S J qefa 921 & Yo A fISTa-PR ATy & fage &t uftbar I &l Fwied 71 39 921 S T 9ig 2 3l

The Saluvas, a ruling dynasty of the Vijayanagara Empire, succeeded the older Sangama dynasty. Initially noblemen
of the Sangamas, they seized power in 1485 CE, and ruled till 1505 CE, when the Tuluva dynasty came to power.
From a lineage of powerful generals, the collapse of the Tuluva dynasty in 1570 CE began the process of
disintegration of the Vijayanagara Empire. Krishnadeva Raya was the most famous ruler of this dynasty.

LR LR
T

Fwred 79 3w S s, 164 e #E & apama H)
Gold ‘pagoda’ coins of Krishnadeva Raya, early 16th Cent CE.

T AR (PP 1581 W 36 37 ) 3 e Sl e T PRI & AT e
HrforE e & A e, fen 21 avdll, TR, el AR 2t g o e v dei,
st 3fte wTard) wieTar @) 4R S &1

Tumbaragudi Tank Copperplate Inscription issued under Saluva Narasimha (circa late-15th
Cent CE). The mention of endowments to barbers, scavengers, potters, ironsmiths etc,
socially disadvantaged, indicates a democratic, inclusive and egalitarian ethos.

T 772 ) 398 v R st Rewenid & w5,
66T el .1 Safy 3iv Aot i o U 3Ee
2N T AATBAIAE WO A2 S @ &
et v 33 §i

Sculpture of Krishnadeva Raya with his queens Chinnadevi
and Thirumaladevi, 16th Cent CE. Texts such as
Manucharitramu and Attathavanavyavahara Tantra give
important details regarding democratic local
self-governance under his rule,

PUIEE 72 1 S e, g Ay, e, 1513 A, 5 ey Seed
T 31 3t 1 avi wed gU. 3 el R B S s
ARTEA L

Kannada inscription of Krishnadeva Raya, Krishna Temple, Hampi,
1513 CE, describing his victory over the Gajapati armies, proving
the military prowess of Vijayanagara under him.

mmmﬁmiﬁﬁmuﬁmtw@mm mwmﬂuﬂ%ﬂmqﬁnm AT
pfaan @1 wavh 1 en, 3 1 e v e oveas &, 30 Ao it e AR A o 3

A sculpture depicting the ‘Ashtadiggajas’ or The Eight Greats' of Telugu poetry patronized by
Krishnadeva Raya seated in his court. His reign was the golden age of Telugu poetry, and the
king was an accomplished author himself, writing in both Telugu and Sanskrit.
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Ananthasayana Temple, near Hampi, Karnataka, built by Krishnadeva Raya. He endowed
temples across Southern India.

16 & 2/ead o s ol o 97 ) 1 A et dgmandl vd A A @ s
&eie e e vd 3 i 1 o W @ uen 5

16th Cent painting depicting Portuguese artillerymen and gunmen in Krishnadeva
Raya's army, a proof of scientific open mindedness and free flow in military technology. raveh

duna aneifis sl (15 A & 16 N ommeh 2 € ), G a1 1 Ter W A,
BT oA W 2 = , 31 59 S v |

Vaishnava philosopher Vyasatirtha (15th-16th Cent CE), patronized by
Knihn.ndam‘ﬁ!nyn whose major work Nyayamrita critiqued Advaita philosophy.
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The Koch dynasty ruled over areas in Northern Bengal and Assam from 16th Cent CE, till the integration of their
kingdom into the Indian Union after independence. They split into three branches- the Koch Hajo and Khaspur
kingdoms, which got absorbed into the Ahom and Kachari kingdoms respectively, and the Cooch Behar kingdom,
which survived the longest.

|
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a1 Tl @t e, 164 ermath
Coin of king Naranarayana, 16th Century CE.

ST TRARTA (1554-1587 7985 2001), e e e A,
15733 w1en # 9159 o g o 30, 1 v 1R

A portrait of king Naranarayana (reigned 1554-1587),
the greatest Koch ruler, who greatly expanded the
RETEeE , AfEed & 1S ve dwe aRiFe, (5 31 Te en 1 a5 3 R dwr aaie kingdom.

& TTfE e, e 16 off e A E )

Madhavadeva, disciple of Sankar Deva, Vaish philosopher, who co ated =
Vajshnava philosophy with such works as'jJanma Rahasya’ and ‘Nama Ghosha', circa '
16th Cent CE.

WA AR, e, TataEn, uldm @, W WU AR ZR1 1665
et & e

Kamteshwari Temple, Dinhata, Cooch Behar, West Bengal, built by
king Pran Narayan in 1665 CE.

15 ramed) ) v A |
18th Cent Cannon.

TR, A TR (e w2 HIE T & o A AW with W o 4 3R 39 s
wrer 3 168t arame) 3 wnie o o @ sl & ned, o i 3w 39 e A Id dme
Awigaw w1 FuR ) nenfais died &1 waR ava g, TR dafa Ee A e
-3, fag o1 31 e & dftva el ool o @ fean

Vishnupur Satra, the spot where the Vaishnava Bhakti saint Sankar Deva and his ; ;
disciple, Madhava, are believed to have taken Samadhi, 16th Cent CE. Under Koch —
kings, Sankar Deva and his disciples spread Vaishnavism in Northern Bengal. j = 1 1 ' L !
Preaching spiritual democracy, he disregarded all differences between high or ia ' R | \Y
low-born, learned or layman in divine pursuit. ( -— . i ‘ ‘
Y *
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The Madurai Nayakas ruled Madurai and adjoining
regions in Tamil Nadu early-16th - 18th Cent CE. Initially
governors of the Vijayanagara Empire, they later
became independent rulers.

SR 1 1 ail &1 R, 174 w9
Copper coin of Vijayaraghava Nayaka, 17th Cent CE.

(T)ddunai and T hanjavur

reigned for nearly 300 years)

1601 et .9, % Ao gt ! @ wn it R
The early coin of Madurai Nayakas, 16th Cent CE.
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A statue of Tirumala Nayaka in Madurai. He ruled Madurai between A.D 1623 and 1659. His
contributions are found in the many splendid buildings and temples of Madurai. He
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Raja Veeda Kavya Patasala, is located at Kumbakonam, Thanjavur district of Tamil Nadu.
Established in 1542 CE by Govinda Dikshita, it is even today a centre for learning Vedic education.

A1y gzardl o 7l wd g o |
Painting depicting a Mayaka court, 17th Cent CE.

TR AT g 174 o) e, Penee TRy Oo, mey, AfteTE)
Thirumalai Nayakar Palace, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, built by Thirumala Mayaka, 17th Cent CE.

Fv R afEm & st iR e () 3 i ofe & 3 el W (HiT
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The Srirangam Temple towers (Gopurams) of the North and West and the T]E l ;. U g g 5‘: | I v | FET
eighth Prakara (temple Wall Street) and several Halls (Mandapam) inside 9

the Temple complex were built by Achuthappa Nayak (1560-1614).
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The Chaturdandiprakashika is a Sanskrit treatise written by the
musicologist Venkatamakhin, a minister to Vijayaraghava Nayaka
(1590s-1673), in the mid-17th century. It introduced a theoretical
melakarta system to classify and organise ragas in the Camatic
music tradition of India.

i, 5t w3 gy A A A d, 14 GRT 174 e 3w
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Thanjavur Cannon, among the largest pre-modern cannons, installed by Raghunatha

Nayaka, early-17th Cent CE, indicating both military prowess of the Thanjavur Nayakas
and the advances made in metallurgy ,

gt ‘Mrepu[sgqu.

Iy t threat from the armies of Bijapur Sultanate and
the other neighbouring Muslim kingdoms,

T e 30a e, iaf 3 e & foas & avees W 1dsay e, o ge
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Ancient Chithirai Festival, Madural, celebrating the marriage of Shiva and Meenakshi.
The Thanjavur Nayakas, also initially governors of the Vijayanagara Empire, ruled
Thanjavur in Tamil Nadu from 15th to 18th Century CE.

et e, s, ARy 1 vaol R, S s e (eme
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Golden Vimana of the Ranganathaswamy Temple, Srirangam, Tamil Nadu,
presented by Achuthappa Nayaka (reigned 1560-1614 CE). its continuing lustre
and intricate ornamentation indicate advances made in both metallurgy and
metalcraft. Both the Thanjavur and Madurai Nayakas made grants and
donations to several temples, had several ancient temples rebuilt and
renovated, and enlarged them.
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The Aravidus, who ruled from the mid-16th to mid-17th Cent CE, were the last ruling
dynasty of the Vijayanagar Empire. Under them, the capital moved to Vellore in

IRIE 21 3 Tre! AR e 48 Y7 (1565-1578 §) 31 A 31 R
Copper coin of Tirumala Deva Raya (1565-1578 CE), the first ruler of -

the Aravidu dynasty.

e Y AR Ao 31 e, AT 3N aen i aneen 1 16eT ) . | e R T e Fwivn 3 werm zefd
Vellore Fort, the capital of Aravidus from the 16th Cent CE,a marvel of masonry and architecture. its massive moat

indicates their expertise in waterworks.

et H et v & demoriny g s & Fiewrren, gor &a 7 B 38 3iv 373 uf sufer am & i)
Portrait figures in the Holalkere Krishna temple in Chitradurga district in Karnataka, of Tirumalamba,

Krishna Deva Raya's daughter, and her husband Aliya Rama Raya.
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present-day Tamil Nadu.
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Statue of Venkatapatiraya in Chandragiri Museum. Venkatapati
Raya (or Venkata Il, r. 1585-1614 CE) was ruler of Vijayanagar Empire
with bases in Penukonda, Chandragiri and Vellore. His reign of
three decades saw a revival of the strength and prosperity of the
empire, He dealt successfully with the Deccan sultans of Bijapur
and Golkonda.
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Tamil inscription of Venkata Raya lll, 1605, Vellore,
indicating the use of vernacular languages.
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Jalakandeshwarar Temple, Vellore, portraying advances made in architecture, masonry and stone-cutting The temple has exquisite
carvings on its gopuram (tower), richly carved stone pillars, large wooden gates and stunning monoliths and sculptures.
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Channabasava Purana, written in 1584, is an epic shatpadi poem written by Virupakshapandita in Kannada. This book
narrates the life story of Channabasavanna as the incarnation of lord Shiva.



n Tvan sererg
MINISTRY OF
et b i EDUCATION

T 2023 DA e

Mporda
(NDarachas

17413 20 dY 2Adree] 5. &P 400 auT ad ARI b2l
(17th-20th Century CE - reigned for nearly 400 years)

FRTGT Ucp HRTET HIHH STTeitel e 2 5 AR WKl & Fefsir HeRTE § 2| Sl TR1aT AT
(FERT3T) 1674-¥1$ B Be1afd & ¥ H RIS & ASAMYSP o H1Y 3R §| Vel BIdl 38", - =
ST e geifent &1 184 oraredt &, Yoran 1y W spgeen & wifa i 6y Staes 184 ofeed) & e l
H, HYI6] gRT Sild 71U 815 HR161 ¥varR] & He # fauifaid & e s gol s qer, mﬁm%fﬁ?@msﬂ? ~
& Bloe AY] FSIGT & IIHaTS & | § 374 710 :

The Marathas were a Marathi-speaking ethnic group mostly from present-day
Maharashtra in India. The sovereign Maratha Kingdom (Swarajya) began in 1674 CE with
the coronation of Shivaji as Chhatrapati, “Keeper of the Royal Umbrella”, denoting
sovereignty. In the 18th Century, the Peshwas or ministers rose to prominence. In the late
18th Century, the territories conquered by the Marathas were divided into a Confederacy
of Maratha Chieftains, including the Peshwas of Pune, the Sindhias of Gwalior, the
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Triambakeshwar Shiva Temple, Nashik District, Maharashtra, and its attached
sacred pond, 18th Cent C.E. The temple’s present structure was built by Peshwa
Balaji Baji Rao. This pond is the source of the Godavari River.

uﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂd’-hhhqﬁ el T (1608 -
% ¥ 1681%0), v e
ii ¥ sneaeRal, geRien &
mﬂsmwlgﬁmm&-wi fﬂaiﬁia’g - § Eﬂﬁ’ﬁm
1656 % 3 Biarsh g1 Fifita wemrg fven, 3% o sl e =iae i ) e o gam R wﬁwaﬁmmﬁmwaﬂmmgr 5 , b 3 B 8 I
3¢ oI B St Bl Qi 3 el R Herda o] w2l 48) o i) Rl & Fifor g Royal seal of shivai. The seal proclaims: “This'seal of § IR e A T
A 1 31 39001 RFE &9 a3 aRT R T 3R 23 el @ s A . Shiva, sorvof Shah, shines forth for the welfare of the & 5 e & gaR 1 g
The Pratapgad Fort, built by Shivajiin 1656 CE, supervised by his prime minister Moropant ~ People and is meant to command increasing respect i TR 8]
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Gold coins of Shivajis, 17th Cent CE. Obverse- e J# 9 e 7@ A |
Nagari legend in three lines ‘Shri Raja Shiv' ; 2 wat 9\ w4 BB (YN
reverse- Nagari legend in two lines ‘Chhatra Pati', P
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B¢ USR] W ghE S ﬁﬁmm Topha were long-range large-calibre field guns used in field engagement, Patta were double-edged narrow straight swords.

Mahratta grabs and 3""'_"'315 attadcmg the British EastIndia Jamadada were made of |ron and shaped like fangs, With the increasing use of the artillery, a separate department called
. Company’s sloop of war launched at Bombay. tophakhana came to be established, The Maratha weapons show that they had highly skilled weaponry and used modern

weapons of war that rivalled European weapans, The Marathds used sciettritific methods in manufacturing these weapons
and had impressive metallurgical knowledge.
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L*ﬁcounnl of eight ministers

. uﬂf Chhal:apah Shivaji The roots of which can be traced back to the ancient Indian system of 'Bara-

: Balutedar' ie. Twelve Tradesmien. This system comprised of a group of men

‘Ashta Pradhan was a councll pursuing a hereditary profession and getting compensated for their services

of eight ministers that with the village produce under a complex barter system. Each tradesman was

' ; administered the Maratha respansible for one particular task that he had been assigned through his

- empire. The council Was forefathers,

[*_"formed in 1674 by founding tp,ece fwelve professions were typically, Sonar (goldsmith), Kumbhar (potter),

Emperor Chhatrapati Shivaji. ¢ . {carpenter), Lohar (blacksmith), Nhwavi (barber), Parit (washer),

7 Th;’:;d: m‘m:;':: Chambhar (cobbler), Teli (oil churner), Shimpi {tailor), Gavandi {mason), Vinkar
nelio modem (weaver), and Gurav (temple caretaker). Each village had a combination of

By’ | of ministers; this is regarded ] <
__‘. W e of the first 51 ful zowel.;,: :,:::: tradesmen who ensured the self-sufficiency of the village

';6'; Instances of ministerial
" delegation in India.
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 TheLal Mahal, Pune, where Shivaji spent his childhood. In 1630 CE, O e ) 83 2 5 9 e B SR R e A
Shivajis father, Shahji Bhosle, built it for his wife, Jijabai and his son. R Y RS
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The Galbdt and Ghurab had the essentlal features ot warships, As these vessels were broader in propormn to their length, they
had greater stability, Steering entailed a rudder slung along the stern post. The hull of a warship was secured by.iron bolts,
although sewn planking was common. Teak was the wood of choice for these warships, Hull was secured with coconut coir and
~ undi or fish.oil.
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The Darbhanga Raj, also known as Raj Darbhanga and the Khandwala dynasty (1557- 1947
C.E.) and they ruled the territories that were part of the Mithila region, now divided between India and Nepal. They were
patrons of Maithili culture & Maithli Language.
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Royal insignia of Raj Darbhangas.
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The Narayan dynasty was the ruling family of Benares or Varanasi. In the 18th century CE, Maharaja Balwant Singh seceded
from the governorate of Awadh to found the independent kingdom of Benares.
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The Ramnagar Fort, Varanasi, was built in
1750 CE by Maharaja

Balwant Singh, blending Mughal and
Rajputana architectural styles.
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L Jewel-studded throne and footrest of the king of Benares, late-19th Century, exhibiting
developments in metal craft,




